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MCB 53 Alumni Association 

 
President 

Ed Madson 

442 Strawridge Road 

Wallkill, NY 12589 

(845) 220-8808 

 miafs@yahoo.com  
 

Vice President  

Tom Shannon 

40496 Cnty. Rd. 249  

Cohasset, Mn. 55721 

(218) 999-7692 

 pshannon@paulbunyan.net  
 

Secretary/Publicity  

Roney Steele 

5712 Keystone St. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19135 

(215) 535-5010 
 

Treasurer  

Ralph Storti 

800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa. 19090 

(215) 657-3202 

mcb53aa@verizon.net 
 

Historian 

Brian Copeland  

635 Oak Bridge Trail 

Alpharetta, Ga. 30022 

(404) 824-4453 

fbreactor@comcast.net 
  

Chaplin  

  Mitch Dunbar 

  (757) 588-5753 

 

 

web site: www.mcb53.com 

    Officers/Directors  2014 

 
By-Laws  

Gary Wells 

(570) 779-2338 

GWElectric@aol.com  

 
Contact  

Karl Schilling 

(515) 256-3866 
 

K.Schilling@mchsi.com  

 

 
Life Membership   

Michael Craparo 

(914) 202-7643 

MJChief@optonline.net  

 
Master at Arms/Merchandise  

Paul Smiley  

(& Ed Madson) 

(508) 295-2511 

 

 

smileyappraisal@verizon.net  

 
Service Officer  

John Scheer 

(913) 682-0422 

ljscheerfamily@gmail.com  
 

Beeline Publisher  

Gregory Bernard 

“Bernie” 
My girlfriend is so  
cheap. She wants me  
to pay half for the birth  
control pills. Like I told her  “ I don’t even 
know you that well.” 
 

 
 

 

Burial Benefits 

Effective July 7, 2014: VA is 

changing its monetary burial 

benefits regulations to simplify the 

program and pay eligible survivors 

more quickly and efficiently. 

These regulations will authorize 

VA to pay, without a written 

application, most eligible surviving 

spouses basic monetary burial 

benefits at the maximum amount 

authorized in law through 

automated systems rather than 

reimbursing them for actual costs 

incurred. 
 Under the current regulations, VA 

pays for burial and funeral expenses 
on a reimbursement basis, which 
requires survivors to submit receipts 
for relatively small one-time 
payments that VA generally pays at 
the maximum amount permitted by 
law. 

 The new burial regulations will permit 
VA to pay, at a flat rate, burial and 
plot or interment allowances thereby 
enabling VA to automate payment of 
burial benefits to most eligible 
surviving spouses and more 
efficiently process other burial benefit 
claims. 

 The burial allowance for a non-
service-connected death is $300, 
and $2,000 for a death connected to 
military service. 

For more information on monetary burial 
benefits, visit 
http://www.benefits.va.gov/compensati
on/claims-special-burial.asp  

We can provide short term 10CFR50 and 

ISO 9001-2000 Quality Program 

Development, Technical Writing, 

Auditing, and Consulting Services. 

ASQ Member – RAB Certified 

Call Today for a Free Quote 

Ralph J Storti, President 

(215) 657-0837 
Stortiqci@verizon.net  

Harrison P. Barton 

            Hale Engineering & Surveying  

242 N. 8
th

 St. 

                         dba                      P.O. Box 3306 

El Centro, Ca. 92244 

(760) 352-2716 
Save a Golden Retriever, supported 

through fundraising and donations. 

 http://www.dvgrr.org/support-us  

 contact info: donna@dvgrr.org 

 endorsed by Dennis & Peg Kiebach 
Delaware Valley Golden Retriever Rescue http://www.dvgrr.org    

 

Plantation Realty Services 
Joe Bilak – Florida Realtor 

Home: (386) 586-1128 Cell: (386) 295-0174 

jbilak@PlantationRealtyServices.com 

Oscar and Sons Body Shop 
1646 N.Earl Rudder Frwy. 

Bryan, Texas  77803 
 

(979) 778-6736 

                                           Off:  (419) 625-3061 

                     STATE FARM           Res: (419) 621-1810 

                      INSURANCE COMPANIES 
                      HOME OFFICE  BLOMINGTON,    
                      ILLINOIS 

GARY ONTKO 
710 W Monroe Street             Agent 

Sandusky, Ohio  4487 
Fax: (419) 625-3641 

Do you need a web presence? 
Contact Bernie  

MCB53aa@gmail.com 
559-309-9121 
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Cover Story 

SEATTLE, July 10, 2014 -- Arup, a multidisciplinary engineering and 

consulting firm with a reputation for delivering innovative and sustainable 

designs, served as the technical advisor for a 400-ft-tall, free-standing 

flagpole owned by ACUITY Insurance Company in Sheboygan, Wis. The 

pole, which is currently the largest in the United States, was dedicated in 

June amid comments from Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, and 

appearances by skydivers and military dignitaries. 25 ACUITY employees 

who are military veterans carried the 350lb, 60ft x 120ft American flag that 

was lifted onto the pole during the ceremony. 

 

"ACUITY erected its first flagpole after 9/11 as a tribute to our Nation's 

soldiers, and from there its meaning, intent and symbolism have grown to 

mean many different things to many different people. During this latest 

installation we knew this was much bigger than a construction project and we 

were committed to doing it right in order to provide our community with a 

beacon of hope and patriotism well into the future," said Sheri Murphy, 

ACUITY's vice president, services & administration and flagpole project lead.  

ACUITY appointed Arup to review and oversee all technical aspects of the 

flagpole's design and fabrication, which included wind engineering; 

supplemental damping design; cold weather engineering; metal fatigue 

analysis; geotechnical, electrical, and mechanical engineering; moveable 

structures; corrosion protection; lighting; and security camera review. Key 

engineered components of the flagpole include a rotating truck slew bearing 

assembly at its top, and three pendulum-type tuned mass dampers within the 

pole to suppress the first three modes of cross-wind oscillations. 

"It's easy to underestimate the engineering challenges," said structural 

engineer Hans-Erik Blomgren, who served as Arup's lead designer. "There's 

some really specialty engineering involved. In particular, the need to 

withstand oscillating in the wind, subzero temperatures, and ice that the 

flagpole will frequently be exposed to during its 50-year lifespan required 

careful consideration." 

 

Flagpole facts: 

• At 400 ft, the tallest flagpole in the world flying a U.S. flag 

• The flagpole is 11ft in diameter at its base tapering to 5ft 6in at its top. 

• The pole weighs approximately 420,000lbs and was fabricated and erected 

in six sections. 

• The 60ft x 120ft flag weighs 350lbs. 

• Over 500 gallons of paint provide corrosion protection. 

• The foundation is comprised of 680 cubic yards of concrete. 

• Designed to withstand low temperature service of minus 41 degrees 

Celsius and wind speeds of 120mph 

http://www.arupconnect.com/2014/06/18/when-is-a-flagpole-not-just-a-

flagpole/  

Presidential Memorial Certificates 

A Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) is an engraved paper certificate, 

signed by the current President, to honor the memory of honorably 

discharged deceased Veterans. 

History - This program was initiated in March 1962 by President John F. 

Kennedy and has been continued by all subsequent Presidents. Statutory 

authority for the program is Section 112, Title 38, of the United States Code. 

Administration - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers the 

PMC program by preparing the certificates which bear the current President's 

signature expressing the country's grateful recognition of the Veteran's 

service in the United States Armed Forces. 

Eligibility - Eligible recipients include the next of kin and loved ones of 

honorably discharged deceased Veterans. More than one certificate may be 

provided. 

Application - Eligible recipients, or someone acting on their behalf, may apply 

for a PMC in person at any VA regional office or by U.S. mail or toll-free fax. 

Requests cannot be sent via email. Please be sure to enclose a copy of the 

Veteran's discharge and death certificate to verify eligibility, as we cannot 

process any request without proof of honorable military service. Please 

submit copies only, as we will not return original documents. 

VA Form 40-0247 Application for Presidential Memorial Certificate 

Instructions for Ordering a PMC Using Our Toll Free Fax Line 

Check the Status - If you have already requested a PMC more than sixteen 

(16) weeks ago and have not received it yet, please call 1-202-565-4964 to 

find out the status of your request. Please do not send a second application 

unless we request you to do so. 

Veteran Service Officers and Funeral Homes: If you have questions about 

the status of a request please contact us at 1-202-565-4964. You may also 

send request for status by email to pmc@va.gov. Our application form (VA 

Form 40-0247) is shown above. Please save this form to your computer and 

make as many copies as you might need. 

http://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/claims-special-burial.asp 

http://www.arupconnect.com/2014/06/18/when-is-a-flagpole-not-just-a-flagpole/
http://www.arupconnect.com/2014/06/18/when-is-a-flagpole-not-just-a-flagpole/
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http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/faxpmc.asp
mailto:pmc@va.gov
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James H. Barber VIETNAM 

Vincent Bavaro VIETNAM 

Gary A. Risberg VIETNAM 

Gregory B. Bernard VIETNAM 

Chuck M. Reynolds, Jr. VIETNAM 

Robert T. De Phillip VIETNAM 

Robert E. Neal VIETNAM 

Bruce F. Owens VIETNAM 

Rick S. Hurt VIETNAM 

James A. Pszenny VIETNAM 

Gale V. Pinkston VIETNAM 

William R. Ward VIETNAM 

Clement A. Michaud VIETNAM 

William L. Adams VIETNAM 

Richard A. Gray, II VIETNAM 

H. Bert Noles VIETNAM 

Roger A. Johnson VIETNAM 

Kenneth A. Bernier VIETNAM 

Frederick L Bouchard VIETNAM 

Lawrence L. Lamb VIETNAM 

Terry L. Shaffer VIETNAM 

Donald L. Wolfgang VIETNAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
William E. Manley VIETNAM 

Robert J. Boulet VIETNAM 

John R. Curtis VIETNAM 

William T. Maurer VIETNAM 

Michael D. Westberg VIETNAM 

Jeffery A. Jasukonis VIETNAM 

Brian J. Copeland VIETNAM 

Fred J. Carlson VIETNAM 

W. Patrick Trevas VIETNAM 

Bradford A. Elg VIETNAM 

Frederick Greb, Jr. VIETNAM 

Robert A. Graziano VIETNAM 

James W. Soles VIETNAM 

Terry D. Flood VIETNAM 

John R. Gibson VIETNAM 

Eric V. Dost VIETNAM 

Whitney C. Blauvelt VIETNAM 

Terrance L. Baker VIETNAM 

Stanley A. Walker VIETNAM 

Robert P. Hamm VIETNAM 

Richard A. Oppelt VIETNAM 

Elmer G. Thuringer VIETNAM 

Kenneth J. Vogel VIETNAM 

George Bergenstock VIETNAM 

James W. Caraway VIETNAM 

Thomas J. Welch VIETNAM 

Robert R. Teague VIETNAM 

Reynold A. Sefton, Jr. VIETNAM 

 

A reminder to be a life member or 

send in your 2015 dues to Ralph. 

The Christmas beeline will have 

coverage of this years reunion. 

 

 
John J. Koza VIETNAM 

John A. Haynie VIETNAM 

Edward J. Gaillard VIETNAM 

W. Glen Martin VIETNAM 

Barry L. Wren VIETNAM 

Stephen C. Wilson VIETNAM 

Thomas N. Earp, Jr. WW II 

Roney J. Steele VIETNAM 

Donald E. Butler VIETNAM 

David L. White VIETNAM 

Keith Harley VIETNAM 

Gilbert S. Harrington VIETNAM 

Paul A. Sprayburry VIETNAM 

Orin D. Nelon VIETNAM 

Clarence E. Harris, Jr. VIETNAM 

Phillip D. Bottenfield VIETNAM 

Francis P. Pappas VIETNAM 

Keith J. Kusch VIETNAM 

Dale M. Berg VIETNAM 

Robert E. Barnhart VIETNAM 

Gary L. Eberle VIETNAM 

Ralph J. Storti VIETNAM 

Bruce R. Tremmel VIETNAM 

Michael Y. Sandborn VIETNAM 

William E. Johnson VIETNAM 

Nelson L. Stants VIETNAM 

Neil L. Jensen VIETNAM 

Leonard W. Pettitt, Jr. VIETNAM 

 

 

 

 

 
Harrison P. Barton VIETNAM 

Donald G. Fernandez VIETNAM 

Cap L. Jeannerett VIETNAM 

Howard R. Vanscoy VIETNAM 

Charles R. Markley VIETNAM 

Larry D. Whitely VIETNAM 

Ronald J. Bush, Sr. VIETNAM 

Lester W. Garden VIETNAM 

Stephen W. Garrett VIETNAM 

David S. Ramirez VIETNAM 

Carmine M. Serapiglia VIETNAM 

Harper P. Duelly VIETNAM 

Lyle W. Beckman, Sr. VIETNAM 

Joseph G. Bilak VIETNAM 

Orval F. Hoenike VIETNAM 

Robert D. Tansley VIETNAM 

William P. Kalbach VIETNAM 

Richard H. Gallagher VIETNAM 

Clifford L. Thorburn VIETNAM 

Wayne G. Schwetje VIETNAM 

John M. Dienst VIETNAM 

Cary L. Snow VIETNAM 

Robert W. Kinsman VIETNAM 

Willis L. Walker VIETNAM 

Charles P. Schmainda VIETNAM 

Cpt.Bruce L Runberg,Ret'd VIETNAM 

William G. Rydalch VIETNAM 

Clifford W. Keener VIETNAM 

Joseph R. Hayden WW II 

Gerald L. Hayward VIETNAM 

John E. O'Daniel VIETNAM 

 



Current Life Members  
LAST FIRST 

Aagard Glenn A. 

Abell Jason A. 

Adler Carl N. 

Allison Gary L. 

Anderson Burke R. 

Anderson Curtis W. 

Backlund Richard A. 

Barber James H. 

Bartlett, Jr. James V. 

Barton Harrison P. 

Bavaro Vincent 

Beckman, Sr. Lyle W. 

Beresford Richard J. 

Bergenstock George 

Bernard Gregory B. 

Bernier Kenneth A. 

Bilak Joseph G. 

Boulet Robert J. 

Bowers Richard A. 

Brinkley Marlin D. 

Bruno Michael A. 

Burch Gary W. 

Bush, Sr. Ronald J. 

Butler Donald E. 

Caraway James W. 

Case Marcus D. 

Cerminaro Joseph J. 

Chappell, Jr. J. Oscar 

Cheers Richard F. 

LAST FIRST 

Church Paul S. 

Conley, Sr. Robert W. 

Copeland Brian J. 

Cote Phillip M. 

Craparo Michael J. 

Curtis John R. 

Cutting Stephen M. 

Deren, Jr. Joseph J. 

Dienst John M. 

Dost Eric V. 

Drake Robert W. 

Dunbar Mitchell L. 

Dupalo Robert J. 

Durand Edward B. 

Eberle Gary L. 

Eckert Ronald D. 

Elken Gary G. 

Erbeck Robert N. 

Feldman Norman L. 

Fitzgerald Edward E. 

Garden Lester W. 

Garrett Stephen W. 

Gibson John R. 

Glasser, Sr. Paul 

Greb, Jr. Frederick 

Green Leslie E. 

Guenzel Charles W. 

Hamm Robert P. 

Harris, Jr. Clarence E. 

LAST FIRST 

Hastings Ramon E. 

Hayward Gerald L. 

Heinstadt John P. 

Henthorn Franklin D. 

Hicks Donald D. 

Hott Richard L. 

Iliff, III Charles C. 

Jackson Richard E. 

Jackson Lawrence R. 

Jensen Neil L. 

Jentsch Donald C. 

Johnson William E. 

Juckem, Jr. Francis A. 

Justice, Jr. William K. 

Kalbach William P. 

Kellogg, Jr. John E. 

Kern George R. 

Kerr Harry A. 

Kervin Robert J. 

Kiebach Dennis R. 

Knauf, Ret'd. LCDR R.H. 

Koza John J. 

Lamb Lawrence L. 

Langford Louis S. 

Lemons Edward P. 

Leppert William D. 

Madson Edward J. 

Manley William E. 

Markley Charles R. 

LAST FIRST 

Marks Arlan J. 

Martin W. Glen 

Mason James W. 

Masse Anthony J. 

Mc Intosh John H. 

Meixsell Dennis D. 

Michaud Clement A. 

Mills Thomas M. 

Milton A. George 

Mull Donald E. 

Neal Robert E. 

Noles H. Bert 

O'Keefe Kennneth A. 

Oliver Martin L. 

Ontko Gary D. 

Pappas Francis P. 

Pelletier Noel G. 

Putnam, Jr. Roscoe S. 

Reda Richard A. 

Remsen Peter C. 

Risell Paul R. 

Ross Scott D. 

Rowland Charles A. 

Ruffner Glenn 

Runberg,Ret'd Cpt.Bruce L 

Scheer John M. 

Schilling Karl L. 

Schmid, Jr. William C. 

Schmidt James H. 

LAST FIRST 

Schneider Randall L. 

Sefton, Jr. Reynold A. 

Selesky Kenneth G. 

Serapiglia Carmine M. 

Shannon Thomas W. 

Sparkman William S. 

Spencer Sidney T. 

Stark Lyle F. 

Storti Ralph J. 

Strom James H. 

Swaim M. Eugene 

Tallman George E. 

Tansley Robert D. 

Thompsen William L. 

Thompson Edmond M. 

Tremmel Bruce R. 

Van Dyke James A. 

Van Eynde Thomas J. 

Walker Willis L. 

Wanchisn John A. 

Ward William R. 

Weber Larry A. 

Welles Gary T. 

Wertz, Sr. Paul L. 

Willard J. Dale 

Young Robert J. 

Zimmerman Joseph L. 



 


