
M
C

B
 5

3
 A

lu
m

n
i 

A
ss

o
c
ia

ti
o

n
 

c
/o

 R
A

L
P

H
 S

T
O

R
T

I 

8
0

0
 B

A
R

T
R

A
M

 R
O

A
D

 

W
IL

L
O

W
 G

R
O

V
E

, 
P

A
. 

1
9

0
9

0
 

     

A
d
d
re

ss
 

          



MCB 53 Alumni Association 

 
President 

Joe Bilak 

96 Bay Lake Drive 
Ormond Beach, Fl. 32174 

 (386) 586-1128 

 JBilak@cfl.rr.com  
 

Vice President  

Frank Henthorn 

Oceanside, Ca. 

92056 

760-757-3382 

frank340@cox.net   
 

Secretary/Publicity  

Roney Steele 

5712 Keystone St. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19135 

(215) 535-5010 
 

Treasurer  

Ralph Storti 

800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa. 19090 

(215) 657-3202 

mcb53aa@verizon.net 
 

Historian 

Brian Copeland  

635 Oak Bridge Trail 

Alpharetta, Ga. 30022 

(404) 824-4453 

fbreactor@comcast.net 
  

Chaplin  

  Mitch Dunbar 

  (757) 588-5753 

 

 

web site: www.mcb53.com 

    Officers/Directors  2017 

 
By-Laws  

Gary Wells 

(570) 779-2338 

GWElectric@aol.com  

 
 

Contact  

Karl Schilling 

(515) 256-3866 
 

K.Schilling@mchsi.com  

 

 
 

Life Membership   

Michael Craparo 

(914) 202-7643 

MJChief@optonline.net  

 
 

Master at Arms/Merchandise  

Paul Smiley  

 (508) 295-2511 

 

 

 

smileyappraisal@verizon.net  

 
 

Service Officer  

John Scheer 

(913) 682-0422 

ljscheerfamily@gmail.com  
 

Beeline Publisher “Bernie”  
When transactions 

are controlled by  

legislation, the 

first thing bought 

and sold are 

legislators. 

 

With a little over six months 

to go there are still cabins 

available. We have not hit 

the magic fifty cabin number. 

  The port is open. Due to the 

hurricane, there are no 

cruises to the Eastern 

Caribbean. Not to worry, 

Irma left the West for us. 

There have been no changes 

in our itinerary. All systems 

are go. ......Joe Bilak 

(386) 586-1128 

JBilak@cfl.rr.com 

  Please feel free to contact 

Lucy or Jacky or Julie of 

Odyssey Travel at 386-672-

8113 or 1-800-333-8113.  

    April 15, 2018 will be our 

cruise date leaving from Port 

Canaveral, Fl.   Royal 

Caribbean's "Oasis of the Seas" 

Labadee is a port of call located 

in Haiti. a private resort that is 

leased by Royal Caribbean 

International. 
 

We can provide short term  

 ISO 9001-2000  

Quality Mangement System, 

Technical Writing, Auditing, and 

Consulting Services. 
Exemplar Member – ISO Certified 

Call Today for a Free Quote 

      Ralph J Storti, President 

            (215) 657-0837 

Ralph.Storti@storticonsulting.net 
 
 

Plantation Realty Services 
Joe Bilak – Florida Realtor 

Home: (386) 586-1128 Cell: (386) 

295-0174 

jbilak@PlantationRealtyServices.com 
Oscar and Sons Body Shop 

1646 N.Earl Rudder Frwy. 

Bryan, Texas  77803 
 

(979) 778-6736 

 

Falmouth, Jamaica 

 

Cozumel, Mexico 
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Terrance L. Baker Vietnam 

George Bergenstock Vietnam 

Whitney C. Blauvelt Vietnam 

Robert J. Boulet Vietnam 

James W. Caraway Vietnam 

Fred J. Carlson Vietnam 

Brian J. Copeland Vietnam 

John R. Curtis Vietnam 

Eric V. Dost Vietnam 

Bradford A. Elg Vietnam 

Terry D. Flood Vietnam 

Robert A. Graziano Vietnam 

Frederick Greb, Jr. Vietnam 

Robert P. Hamm Vietnam 

Lawrence R. Jackson Vietnam 

Jeffery A. Jasukonis Vietnam 

Michael E. Krug Vietnam 

William E. Manley Vietnam 

William T. Maurer Vietnam 

Richard A. Oppelt Vietnam 

Reynold A. Sefton, Jr. Vietnam 

James W. Soles Vietnam 

Robert R. Teague Vietnam 

Elmer G. Thuringer Vietnam 

W. Patrick Trevas Vietnam 

Kenneth J. Vogel Vietnam 

Stanley A. Walker Vietnam 

Thomas J. Welch Vietnam 

Michael D. Westberg Vietnam 

 

 

Robert E. Barnhart Vietnam 

Dale M. Berg Vietnam 

Phillip D. Bottenfield Vietnam 

Donald E. Butler Vietnam 

Gary L. Eberle Vietnam 

Edward J. Gaillard Vietnam 

Keith Harley Vietnam 

Gilbert S. Harrington Vietnam 

Clarence E. Harris, Jr. Vietnam 

John A. Haynie Vietnam 

Neil L. Jensen Vietnam 

William E. Johnson Vietnam 

John J. Koza Vietnam 

Keith J. Kusch Vietnam 

H. Mike Light Vietnam 

W. Glen Martin Vietnam 

Orin D. Nelon Vietnam 

Francis P. Pappas Vietnam 

Leonard W. Pettitt, Jr. Vietnam 

Michael Y. Sandborn Vietnam 

Paul A. Sprayburry Vietnam 

Nelson L. Stants Vietnam 

Roney J. Steele Vietnam 

Ralph J. Storti Vietnam 

Bruce R. Tremmel Vietnam 

David L. White Vietnam 

Stephen C. Wilson Vietnam 

Barry L. Wren Vietnam 

 

 

 

 

Harrison P. Barton Vietnam 

Joseph G. Bilak Vietnam 

Ronald J. Bush, Sr. Vietnam 

Ronald R. Cox Vietnam 

John M. Dienst Vietnam 

Donald G. Fernandez Vietnam 

Richard H. Gallagher Vietnam 

Lester W. Garden Vietnam 

Stephen W. Garrett Vietnam 

Joseph R. Hayden WWII 

Gerald L. Hayward Vietnam 

Orval F. Hoenike Vietnam 

William P. Kalbach Vietnam 

Clifford W. Keener Vietnam 

Robert W. Kinsman Vietnam 

Charles R. Markley Vietnam 

Frederick O Pais Vietnam 

David S. Ramirez Vietnam 

Cpt.Bruce L Runberg,Ret Vietnam 

William G. Rydalch Vietnam 

Charles P. Schmainda Vietnam 

Wayne G. Schwetje Vietnam 

Carmine M. Serapiglia Vietnam 

Cary L. Snow Vietnam 

Robert D. Tansley Vietnam 

Clifford L. Thorburn Vietnam 

Howard R. Vanscoy Vietnam 

Willis L. Walker Vietnam 

Larry D. Whitely Vietnam 

 



John R. Gibson, age 68, of Jordan 
October 1, 1948 – August 16, 2017 
 
John R. Gibson, age 68, of Jordan passed away on Wednesday, August 16, 
2017 at his home in Jordan. 
John Gibson was born in Billings, Montana on October 1, 1948 to Dick and 
Hazel (Winters) Gibson. He attended schools all over Garfield and Petroleum 
County as his mother was a school teacher. He graduated in 1967 from 
GCDHS. He enlisted in the Navy in November of 1969. He served as a 
Seabee during the Vietnam War with MCB 53 and was always proud of his 
service. After the Navy, John moved home to Blood Creek to help on the 
ranch. He then worked in Mosby at the jet fuel refinery. During this time, he 
met and married Margaret Gribble and to this union two children were born, 
Joanna and Judd. The family made their home in Jordan where John worked 
for the Garfield County road department and later started Gibson and Son 
Construction. John and Linda began a loving and enduring relationship in the 
Fall of 1995. As time moved on, so did they, enjoying their lives working, 
fishing and hunting or just boony bashing with friends. John and Linda 
decided to marry in 2007 and on December 23 they said their “I do’s” in front 
of loving and supportive family and friends. 

John served on the Jordan Town Council and 
Jordan Volunteer Fire Department for over twenty 
years. He was an avid hunting and fishing 
enthusiast. He was also fond of having a few 
pulls of whisky. 
John is survived by his wife Linda; daughter 
Joanna of Las Vegas, NV; son Judd (Heather) 
Gibson of Jordan; granddaughters Jenna, Julia, 
Jodi and Jaci; brothers Jim (Renee), Joe (Sandy) 
all of Jordan; a niece Brandy and three nephews: 
Berry, Jamie and Ty. He was preceded in death 
by his parents and two brothers: Danny and 
Henry. 
Funeral services were held on Monday, August 

21, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. at the VFW Hall in Jordan. Interment followed in the 
Pioneer Cemetery with full military honors.  
 
GEORGE F. "MOSES" MALO                     1947 - 2014  
Born Jan. 26, 1947, formerly of Lone Pine, PA, father of 
Sarah Malo, died of health complications in Dublin, 
Georgia on Sept. 9, 2014. George was a proud veteran, 
of service to his country in the Vietnam war, as a 
member of the Seabee battalion MCB 53. He was a car 
enthusiast, a sportsman and a dog lover. A small 
interment service was held in his honor on Monday, December 1, 2014, at 11 
a.m. in the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies. 

 
Jerry D. Loughridge 
January 25, 1936 - August 16, 2017 

Jerry D. Loughridge, of Homosassa, FL, passed away on August 16, 
2017. He was born January 25, 1936 in Kenton, OH, the youngest of 
five children to John P. and Grace (Jones) Loughridge. He is survived 
by his beautiful and loving wife of 54 years, Maria L. (Franco) 
Loughridge; son John A. Loughridge; two grandsons: Derick and 
Johnathan Loughridge; one granddaughter: Victoria Loughridge; two 
great grandsons: Syler and Eli, along with his faithful companion 
"Paco". Also survived by five sisters-in-law and several nieces and 
nephews near and far. Preceding him in death are his parents John 
and Grace; his siblings John, Freeman, Allen and Patricia; father-in-
law and mother-in-law Alfonso and Isabella Franco and brother-in-law 
Alfonso Franco. Jerry's passion was reading and enjoying spending 
time with his loved ones. He spent 20 years on active duty with the 
United States Navy Seabees. During Vietnam, with MCB 53, he was 
in charge of the batch plant in 1968. Later, during the 1969 tour he 
was in charge of the rock crusher. Upon his discharge, he spent 10 
years as ready reserve and worked for 12 years as a supervisor for 
Collier County Landfill Transfer Station. His military service awards 
included Antarctica Service Medal; Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon 
Bar; Good Conduct Medal; Fleet Marine Combat; HEM26 Continued 
Insignia; Combat Action Ribbon; Navy Achievement Medal with 
Combat V; Gallantry Cross; LIMA Course (Leadership) Instructor 
School; NAVS COLCOMNORV 7002, Basic Instructor Training 
Instructor School and NAVSCOCOM NORVA. In lieu of flowers, any 
monetary contribution or 
donation can be made to the 
Crystal River Dialysis Center, 
7435 W. Gulf To Lake 
Highway, Crystal River, FL 
34429, where he had been a 
patient for the past four and a 
half years. Per Jerry's 
request, there were no 
services and the family would 
like to thank all of those who 
contributed to his care. 
 



 
 
LIFE MEMBER 
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-DUES $ 200  195  185  175  170  160  150  145  135  125  115  110  100  90  80  70  70  70  70  etc.                         SMALL FEE 
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              2017 MCB 53 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES INVOICE 

                            

     Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
    Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
    City: __________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________ 
      
       (email) :                      

                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

Ralph Storti, Treasurer 
800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa.  19090-2430 
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     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

Ralph Storti, Treasurer 
800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa.  19090-2430 
 


