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MCB 53 Alumni Association 

 
President  

 

Jason Abell 
570-247-1020 

JMAbell@frontiernet.net   
 

 

Secretary/Publicity  

Roney Steele 

5712 Keystone St. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19135 

(215) 535-5010 
 

 

Treasurer  

Ralph Storti 

800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa. 19090 

(215) 657-3202 

mcb53aa@verizon.net 
 

 
 

Historian 

F. Juckem Jr. 

4424 Bellgrove Lane 

Madison, WI. 53704 

608-279-4746  

 

 
Master at Arms 

 

Skip “Mad Dog” O'Keefe 

138 Beech, 129th St, #1 

Rockaway Park, NY 11694 

718-945-2740 
  

 

  web site: www.mcb53.com 

 

    Officers/Directors  2021 

 
By-Laws  

Gary Wells 

(570) 779-2338 

GWElectric@aol.com  

 
 

Contact  

Karl Schilling 

(515) 256-3866 
 

K.Schilling@mchsi.com  

 

 
 

Life Membership   

Michael Craparo 

(914) 202-7643 

MJChief@optonline.net  

 
 

Chaplin 

C. Anderson 

763-552-1229 

 

 
 

Service Officer  

John Scheer 

(913) 682-0422 

ljscheerfamily@gmail.com  
 

 

Beeline Publisher “Bernie”  

Vegan ribs are actually delicious!   

The hardest  

part is hunting 

down the 

vegan. 

 

 

  
WWII veteran who survived COVID-19 publishes memoir 

PORTLAND, Ore. — It should surprise no one that COVID-19 lost in a fight 

with Bill Kelly.  

“We are patriots,” said Kelly, a 96-year-old World War II veteran. “We do not 
give up. We fight, fight, fight!” 
This past year, Kelly’s family made preserving his legacy a priority. With her 

father's sharp memory and years of notes, Nelson wrote Kelly's memoir, The 

Adventures of Seabee Bill Reflections of a Navy Seabee in the South 

Pacific. The family is planning to donate a portion of the sales to the Pacific 

War Museum in Guam.  

“It's just inspiring to read and it's encouraging,” said Nelson. “If that can help 
anyone or bring a smile to anyone's face, that's the worth it right there.” 
The book touches on the Great Depression and Kelly’s service with the 53rd 
Naval Construction Battalion. It also shares how he cared for his family and 

inevitably survived COVID-19. 

“I think the Lord gives us so much to do and He looked at me and said, ‘Kelly, 
do it, do it, do it until you do it right!’” 
If he does have unfinished business, Kelly said it might include motivating 

younger generations in his own special way. 

“They’re like great, big boilers,” said Kelly. “They've got so much potential but 
their pilot light is out! You can't get them going. They say we're the Greatest 

Generation. Well I say they can be the Greatest Generation because what 

they're coming up against is going to be tough.” 
WWII vet, COVID survivor, wrote a memoir about his perseverance | kgw.com 
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https://www.amazon.com/Adventures-Seabee-Bill-Reflections-Pacific-ebook/dp/B092LCR4VJ/ref=zg_bsnr_10332436011_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=MPG5N105DMNF499W3QD4
https://www.amazon.com/Adventures-Seabee-Bill-Reflections-Pacific-ebook/dp/B092LCR4VJ/ref=zg_bsnr_10332436011_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=MPG5N105DMNF499W3QD4
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https://www.kgw.com/article/life/wwii-vet-who-survived-covid-19-publishes-memoir/283-bac933dd-897d-49e1-96db-48d0ecc42efb


 

Glenn A. Aagard VIETNAM 

William L. Adams VIETNAM 

Carl N. Adler VIETNAM 

James H. Barber VIETNAM 

Vincent Bavaro VIETNAM 

Gregory B. Bernard VIETNAM 

Kenneth A. Bernier VIETNAM 

Frederick L Bouchard VIETNAM 

John E. Boyer, Jr. VIETNAM 

Marlin D. Brinkley VIETNAM 

Archie D. Byers VIETNAM 

Marcus D. Case VIETNAM 

Raymond L. Clemmons VIETNAM 

Robert T. De Phillip VIETNAM 

Robert N. Erbeck VIETNAM 

Edward C. Florian VIETNAM 

Charles W. Gohmert VIETNAM 

Richard A. Gray, II VIETNAM 

Francis N. Guyette WW II 

Sigmund J. Horvath VIETNAM 

James E. Hyland VIETNAM 

Roger A. Johnson VIETNAM 

Norman Johnson WW II 

George R. Kern VIETNAM 

Lawrence L. Lamb VIETNAM 

William D. Leppert VIETNAM 

Peter A. Martin VIETNAM 

Dennis D. Meixsell VIETNAM 

Clement A. Michaud VIETNAM 

Robert E. Neal VIETNAM 

H. Bert Noles VIETNAM 

Bruce F. Owens VIETNAM 

Gale V. Pinkston VIETNAM 

James A. Pszenny VIETNAM 

 

 

Terrance L Baker VIETNAM 

Raymond  Ballard VIETNAM 

George Bergenstock VIETNAM 

Whitney C Blauvelt VIETNAM 

Robert J. Boulet VIETNAM 

Michael A Bruno VIETNAM 

James W. Caraway VIETNAM 

Fred J. Carlson VIETNAM 

Brian J. Copeland VIETNAM 

John R. Curtis VIETNAM 

William G. Dewispelaere VIETNAM 

Eric V. Dost VIETNAM 

Bradford  Elg VIETNAM 

Terry D. Flood VIETNAM 

Robert A. Graziano VIETNAM 

Frederick Greb, Jr. VIETNAM 

Robert P. Hamm VIETNAM 

Lawrence  Jackson VIETNAM 

Jeffery A. Jasukonis VIETNAM 

Michael E. Krug VIETNAM 

Roger A. Le Blanc VIETNAM 

William E. Manley VIETNAM 

William T. Maurer VIETNAM 

Richard A. Oppelt VIETNAM 

 

 

Robert E. Barnhart VIETNAM 

Dale M. Berg VIETNAM 

Phillip D. Bottenfield VIETNAM 

Donald E. Butler VIETNAM 

Gary L. Eberle VIETNAM 

Edward J. Gaillard VIETNAM 

Keith Harley VIETNAM 

Gilbert S. Harrington VIETNAM 

Clarence E. Harris, Jr. VIETNAM 

John A. Haynie VIETNAM 

Marvin Holmgren VIETNAM 

Neil L. Jensen VIETNAM 

Lawrence  Jessup VIETNAM 

William E. Johnson VIETNAM 

John J. Koza VIETNAM 

H. Mike Light VIETNAM 

Donald J. MacKinnon VIETNAM 

W. Glen Martin VIETNAM 

Orin D. Nelon VIETNAM 

Francis P. Pappas VIETNAM 

Leonard W. Pettitt, Jr. VIETNAM 

Michael Y. Sandborn VIETNAM 

Paul A. Sprayburry VIETNAM 

Nelson L. Stants VIETNAM 

Roney J. Steele VIETNAM 

Ralph J. Storti VIETNAM 

Bruce R. Tremmel VIETNAM 

David L. White VIETNAM 

Stephen C. Wilson VIETNAM 

Barry L. Wren VIETNAM 

Thomas N. Earp, Jr. WW II 

Keith J. Kusch VIETNAM 

Robert E. Barnhart VIETNAM 

Dale M. Berg VIETNAM 

Phillip D. Bottenfield VIETNAM 

Donald E. Butler VIETNAM 

Gary L. Eberle VIETNAM 

Edward J. Gaillard VIETNAM 

Keith Harley VIETNAM 

 

 
 



Larry Lee Beckett (Lampasas, Texas) 

Family and friends can send flowers and/or light a candle as a loving gesture 

for their loved one. Leave a sympathy message to the family in the 

guestbook on this memorial page of Larry Lee 

Beckett to show support. 

 

Larry Lee Beckett, 78, passed away on Friday, 

August 6, 2021, at Advent Health Central Texas 

in Killeen. 

Larry Lee Beckett Obituary (1943 - 2021) | 

Lampasas, Texas (echovita.com)  

 

 

 

 

Reynold Sefton Jr. 

October 9, 1938 - September 21, 2021. 

 

He entered the military after graduation and 

served for 37 years with 15 years as enlisted in 

the Seabees and 22 years as a commissioned 

officer in the Navy Civil Engineering Corps. He 

completed his college education while on 

active duty. 

CDR Sefton was a former Commanding Officer 

at the Naval Construction Center (NCTC) in 

Gulfport, MS. In addition to NCTC, he served at 

the following duty stations: Parris Island 

Marine Corps Station, Parris Island, SC; Naval 

Operating Base, Norfolk, VA; Naval Security Base, Northwest, VA; NMCB-53, 

NMCB-58 and 21st UCR, Davisville, Rhode Island; Bureau of Personnel 

(BUPERS) and the Naval Recruit Exhibit Center in Washington, D.C.; Naval 

Air Station Keflavik, Iceland; NMCB-74, 20th NCR, Naval Home, and NCBC, 

Gulfport, MS; ACB-1 Coronado, CA; Naval Ordnance Station Indian Head, 

MD; Naval Air Station Pensacola, FL; Public Works Center, San Diego CA; and 

SPAWAR San Diego, CA. He completed two tours of duty in Vietnam and had 

volunteered for a third tour when the war ended.  

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sunherald/name/reynold-sefton-

obituary?pid=200221178 

 

Veterans get free entrance 

to national parks, refuges 

and other public lands 

Veterans, Gold Star Families, 

current Military and their 

dependents have free access 

to approximately 2,000 

public locations spread out 

across more than 400 million 

acres of public lands, which 

host activities to fit any lifestyle, from serene to high octane, including 

hiking, fishing, paddling, biking, hunting, stargazing, camping and much 

more. 

LEARN MORE 

 

 
 

FUN \\ BEER \\ FOOD \\ NETWORKING 

Port Hueneme, CA 

Come Celebrate OktoBEEfest! 

Gather your crew and enjoy an evening surrounded by Bees, friends and 

family. Tickets are only $10 and include a commemorative, one-of-a-kind 

OktoBEEfest-branded beer glass. 

October 7 5 - 8 pm 

Port Hueneme OktoBEEfest by OktoBEEfest 2021 (givelively.org)  

https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/flowers/13132281
https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/tx/lampasas/larry-lee-beckett-13132281
https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/tx/lampasas/larry-lee-beckett-13132281
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sunherald/name/reynold-sefton-obituary?pid=200221178
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sunherald/name/reynold-sefton-obituary?pid=200221178
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTYuNDU5OTczMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzgwNTQ3L3ZldGVyYW5zLWdvbGQtc3Rhci1mYW1pbGllcy1nZXQtZnJlZS1lbnRyYW5jZS1uYXRpb25hbC1wYXJrcy1yZWZ1Z2VzLXB1YmxpYy1sYW5kcy8_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1WUmZlYXR1cmUmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VmV0UmVzb3VyY2VzJnV0bV9pZD1WZXRSZXNvdXJjZXMrU2VwKzE1KzIwMjEifQ.64Gd9Ct_GXaT4NmY_yJAnFyBW8mdeAFSlMd4Rgw-8To/s/985882530/br/112433976571-l
https://secure.givelively.org/event/cec-seabee-historical-foundation/oktobeefest-2021/port-hueneme-oktobeefest


 
 
LIFE MEMBER 
-AGE       55    56    57    58    59    60    61    62    63    64    65    66    67   68  69  70  71  72  73  etc.                        GOOD TIMES 
-DUES $ 200  195  185  175  170  160  150  145  135  125  115  110  100  90  80  70  70  70  70  etc.                         SMALL FEE 
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              2021 MCB 53 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES INVOICE 

                            

     Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
    Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
    City: __________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________ 
      
       (email) :                      

                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

Ralph Storti, Treasurer 
800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa.  19090-2430 
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       (email) :                      

                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

Ralph Storti, Treasurer 
800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa.  19090-2430 
 


