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MCB 53 Alumni Association 

 
President 

Tom Shannon 

40496 Cnty. Rd. 249  

Cohasset, Mn. 55721 

(218) 999-7692 

 pshannon@paulbunyan.net  
 

Vice President  

Joe Bilak 

96 Bay Lake Drive 
Ormond Beach, Fl. 32174 

(386) 586-1128 

JBilak@cfl.rr.com  
 

Secretary/Publicity  

Roney Steele 

5712 Keystone St. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19135 

(215) 535-5010 
 

Treasurer  

Ralph Storti 

800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa. 19090 

(215) 657-3202 

mcb53aa@verizon.net 
 

Historian 

Brian Copeland  

635 Oak Bridge Trail 

Alpharetta, Ga. 30022 

(404) 824-4453 

fbreactor@comcast.net 
  

Chaplin  

  Mitch Dunbar 

  (757) 588-5753 

 

 

web site: www.mcb53.com 

    Officers/Directors  2015 

 
By-Laws  

Gary Wells 

(570) 779-2338 

GWElectric@aol.com  

 
 

Contact  

Karl Schilling 

(515) 256-3866 
 

K.Schilling@mchsi.com  

 

 
 

Life Membership   

Michael Craparo 

(914) 202-7643 

MJChief@optonline.net  

 
 

Master at Arms/Merchandise  

Paul Smiley  

(& Ed Madson) 

(508) 295-2511 

 

 

smileyappraisal@verizon.net  

 
 

Service Officer  

John Scheer 

(913) 682-0422 

ljscheerfamily@gmail.com  
 

Beeline Publisher “Bernie”  
My new girlfriend, 

wanted to be 

swept off her feet, 

and then freaked 

out when I put her 

in the trunk. 

  

Thomas Dutton  
Feb 26, 1945 - April 29, 2015 
A resident of Surry, NH, Thomas 
passed away after a three year battle 
with cancer. After the ’68 tour with H 
Company he resided in Surry for 43 
years and was the City Engineer with 
the City of Keene for 36 years. 
Throughout his life, he spent his 
happiest times fishing in his canoe and 
hiking, especially in pine forests. He 
was known for his dry sense of humor, 
his integrity, and his seriousness of 
purpose.  
A quiet and modest man, he was 
concerned that his obituary not seem 
boastful. His loving family and friends 
know, however, that he will be dearly 
missed by members of many 
communities to whom he contributed 
subtle wit, considered wisdom, and 
determined work, including the Town 
of Surry: as a member of the Surry 
Volunteer Fire Department; the Surry 
Players; the ROMEO Club; 
Monadnock Squares; Keene Public 
Works and Keene City Hall; the NH 
Surveyors Association; the NH Society 
of Professional Engineers; and the 
Ashuelot Canoe Racers.  
Thomas is survived by his wife Julia. 

 

 
John Sanborn Sept 24, 1947 - April 8, 2015 
John was a resident of Danvers, Massachusetts at 
the time of his passing. John proudly served his 
country with MCB 53 completeing two tours in 
Vietnam with A Company. John then served 
nearly 20 years as a member of the 
Massachusetts Army National Guard. He was 
employed by the Town of Danvers Department of 
Public Works for many years. 
He is survived by his wife Wendy. 

We can provide short term 10CFR50 and 

ISO 9001-2000 Quality Program 

Development, Technical Writing, 

Auditing, and Consulting Services. 

ASQ Member – RAB Certified 

Call Today for a Free Quote 

Ralph J Storti, President 

(215) 657-0837 
Stortiqci@verizon.net  

Save a Golden Retriever, supported 

through fundraising and donations. 

 http://www.dvgrr.org/support-us  

 contact info: donna@dvgrr.org 

 endorsed by Dennis & Peg Kiebach 
Delaware Valley Golden Retriever Rescue http://www.dvgrr.org    

 

Plantation Realty Services 
Joe Bilak – Florida Realtor 

Home: (386) 586-1128 Cell: (386) 295-0174 

jbilak@PlantationRealtyServices.com 
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Seabee Monument Dedication 

BLOOMFIELD, Mo. -- Seats were put in place for 40 people for the unveiling 

of a monument honoring the U.S. Navy Seabees at the Missouri State 

Veterans Cemetery at Bloomfield. Thomas Meyer, a former Seabee from 

Cape Girardeau, hoped for 50 people to show up for the dedication. Final 

attendance was closer to 250, with in excess of 80 Seabees in attendance. 

The monument is part of a much larger mission of the Navy Seabee 

Veterans of America. They hope to place one such monument in each of the 

atio 's 50 Natio al etera ’s ce eteries, as ell as i  each state etera ’s 
cemetery. 

While the organization has met its national goal, the monument erected at 

Bloo field is the first placed i  a state etera ’s ce etery i  Missouri. 
The Southeast Missouri Seabee Chapter Island 5 hosted a district meeting 

prior to the ceremony in the committal shelter at the cemetery, with those 

in attendance staying to honor the memory of those for whom this 

monument was built. 

During the service, every former Seabee to stood and identified themselves 

to the crowd. A total of 83 veterans stood, sharing their name and the years 

they had served for a full half hour. 

Edwin Winters, 92, of Marble Hill, served as a Seabee from 1943-45 in 

World War II. Asked to participate in the unveiling itself, Winters smiled and 

said that this was a special day, "It's great to be able to be here for this."  

Senators Wayne Wallingford (R-27) and Doug Libla also spoke at the event, 

recognizing those who served the country as Seabees. Wallingford focused 

on the importance of keeping the story of the Seabees alive for years to 

come. "We have to make sure that future generations understand the 

responsibility of military duty and see it as something to work toward--a 

source of pride," Wallingford said. 

He shared a tale of having to explain the Seabees to a young staff member 

who was not familiar with the Naval Construction Battalion. 

"What I found strange is that "Seabee," as a term, is something younger 

generations aren't familiar with," he said. "There was a time not long ago 

when youngsters playing with dump trucks or children playing in their back 

yards dreamed of growing up to be a Seabee." 

Wallingford said he hopes monuments such as the one erected at 

Bloomfield can serve to bring back such enthusiasm about military service. 

Libla also spoke briefly, sharing his thoughts on the importance of reflecting 

back on the work the Seabees have done for this nation. 

"Oftentimes, this brave group of soldiers was first on the scene--charged 

with clearing obstacles or securing locations and often entered battle before 

construction could even begin," Libla said. "They answered their country's 

demand without delay, filling the demand for skilled soldiers needed for 

public works projects while simultaneously fighting for our freedom." 

For that reason, Libla stressed that the Seabee memorial is one to which 

everyone should pay their respects. "Today, we honor those Seabees who 

gave their lives for us," he said. "They will forever be remembered for their 

personal sacrifice and the dignity with which they served." 

The monument is placed south of the committal shelter, near the flagpoles 

overlooking the pond that is the centerpiece of the cemetery.  



 

David R. Bush VIETNAM 

Victor M. Colon-Ortiz VIETNAM 

Michael J. Craparo VIETNAM 

Joseph J. Deren, Jr. VIETNAM 

Michael T. Fennema VIETNAM 

Charles A. Fiorello VIETNAM 

Ronald H. Fuerstnau VIETNAM 

David R. Gallop VIETNAM 

Paul Glasser,Sr. VIETNAM 

Christopher Heidgerken VIETNAM 

Kevin Kelly VIETNAM 

Edward P. Lemons VIETNAM 

Edward J. Madson VIETNAM 

L.V. (Jake) Mason WW II 

Daniel J. Merklin VIETNAM 

Robert S. Meyer VIETNAM 

A. George Milton VIETNAM 

Glenn Ruffner VIETNAM 

Philip N. Saverino VIETNAM 

William H. Schuster VIETNAM 

John L. Spencer WW II 

Edmond M. Thompson VIETNAM 

Larry A. Weber VIETNAM 

Leslie R. Wiener VIETNAM 

V G (Jerry) Wright WW II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary L. Allison VIETNAM 

Richard A. Backlund VIETNAM 

James R. Bancroft, Jr. VIETNAM 

Conrad H. Berg VIETNAM 

Phillip M. Cote VIETNAM 

Bert D. Cupp VIETNAM 

Robert W. Drake VIETNAM 

Michael S. Earnest VIETNAM 

Gary G. Elken VIETNAM 

John G. Everitt VIETNAM 

Norman L. Feldman VIETNAM 

Ronald W. Finks VIETNAM 

Richard J. Gheller VIETNAM 

Benjamin Glynn VIETNAM 

Joseph E. Goodballet,Sr VIETNAM 

Arnold C. Hayes VIETNAM 

Lester R. Headley VIETNAM 

TheodoreP Irwin VIETNAM 

HClement Jurgeleit VIETNAM 

William K. Justice, Jr. VIETNAM 

Harry A. Kerr VIETNAM 

Forrest C. Klingman WW II 

Charles D. Mac Lean WW II 

Anthony J. Masse VIETNAM 

Dominic J. Moauro VIETNAM 

Allan E. Neuenfeldt VIETNAM 

Richard A. Newton VIETNAM 

Thomas L. Noggle VIETNAM 

Robert E. Nunley VIETNAM 

KennnethA O'Keefe VIETNAM 

Gary D. Ontko VIETNAM 

John J. Panagos VIETNAM 

Robert L. Peadon VIETNAM 

Paul R. Risell VIETNAM 

Jerry E. Roark VIETNAM 

Arthur K. Rumph, Sr. VIETNAM 

Richard B. Scott VIETNAM 

Thomas 

W. 

Shannon VIETNAM 

Anthony J. Testa, Sr. VIETNAM 

James A. Van Dyke VIETNAM 

John A. Wanchisn VIETNAM 

John M. Welch VIETNAM 

Gary T. Welles VIETNAM 

J. Dale Willard VIETNAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn A. Aagard VIETNAM 

William L. Adams VIETNAM 

Carl N. Adler VIETNAM 

James H. Barber VIETNAM 

Vincent Bavaro VIETNAM 

Gregory  Bernard VIETNAM 

Kenneth 

A. 

Bernier VIETNAM 

Frederick 

L 

Bouchard VIETNAM 

John E. Boyer, Jr. VIETNAM 

Marlin D. Brinkley VIETNAM 

Marcus D. Case VIETNAM 

Raymond Clemmons VIETNAM 

Robert T. De Phillip VIETNAM 

Robert N. Erbeck VIETNAM 

Edward C. Florian VIETNAM 

Charles Gohmert VIETNAM 

Richard A. Gray, II VIETNAM 

Francis N. Guyette WW II 

Sigmund Horvath VIETNAM 

Roger A. Johnson VIETNAM 

Norman Johnson WW II 

George R. Kern VIETNAM 

Lawrence 

L. 

Lamb VIETNAM 

William D. Leppert VIETNAM 

Peter A. Martin VIETNAM 

Dennis D. Meixsell VIETNAM 

Clement Michaud VIETNAM 

Robert E. Neal VIETNAM 

H. Bert Noles VIETNAM 

Bruce F. Owens VIETNAM 

Gale V. Pinkston VIETNAM 

James A. Pszenny VIETNAM 

Peter C. Remsen VIETNAM 

Chuck M. ReynoldsJr VIETNAM 

Gary A. Risberg VIETNAM 

Karl L. Schilling VIETNAM 

James H. Schmidt VIETNAM 

Terry L. Shaffer VIETNAM 

 James R Smythe VIETNAM 

Lyle F. Stark VIETNAM 

Edward A. Swiski, Jr. VIETNAM 

William L. Thompsen VIETNAM 

Gordon J. Tyler VIETNAM 

William R. Ward VIETNAM 

Donald L. Wolfgang VIETNAM 

 



 
 
LIFE MEMBER 
-AGE       55    56    57    58    59    60    61    62    63    64    65    66    67   68  69  70  71  72  73  etc.                        GOOD TIMES 
-DUES $ 200  195  185  175  170  160  150  145  135  125  115  110  100  90  80  70  70  70  70  etc.                         SMALL FEE 
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              2015 MCB 53 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES INVOICE 

                            

     Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
    Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
    City: __________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________ 
      
       (email) :                      

                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

Ralph Storti, Treasurer 
800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa.  19090-2430 
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