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Left A:aD b'43 to ev River 

1.0 tion 1u.-C~:p~_~g 1A~~11 

~ 
12-20-4.2 - 53rd OB tTan ferred to ABD Davisville on (l8 Dec '42. (TWX 201455 12-32 fro · I.t. 

Comr. ~,.-y) 

1...16-43 - 53r4 CB d1t1ded into 2 section9 at Davl ville. 
1-20-43 - Ordera requested transferring portion of 53rd CB to 120th OB for averse; 8 hoo 'j 

at Dowager. 
1-21-43 - !iorfolk blUd1ne up 2 cOlllp8llies ~ hdqtre. to brin€ 53rd to full trength - i I _bl

12 Feb. (This is called 2nd che10n) 

2- 3-43 - To tranafer 2nd Section as reQuested by Port Dir. NYK - assigned Cas&blAnc • 

2- 7-43 - Departed for embarkation. 

2-12-43 - 1 Company plus t hdqtrs for let Sect. plus staff offic r trans£err d to ot 

Point New River. 
2-12-43 - 1 Oompany plus *hdqtrs trom 1st Sect. tr~nsferred to FMF S~n Diego.
2-12-43 - 2nd Echelon (~ Hdotrs - 2 Co.) transferred to t·,prines at Hud.not Pt. ~ l-e .ii pre 
2- 8-43 - To be attached to 1st Marines relieving the 18th CB hlch will become Co. He" 

when 53rd arrives SF-n Diego early in Mreb. 
2-12-43  53rd CB. 2nd Echelon ordered. transferred to Norfolk to Rodnot Pt •• New iv r. 

5~d C.ll. 

2-13- 3 - 10 officers end 257 en departed from Davisville to ew River. 

3-13-43 -4 officers end 269 men departed from Dr.visville to San Diego. 

2-18-43 - 442 misc. r tings transferred from New River. 

3-12-43 - Left train1n& center. leet Marine orce, San Diego. O~lf. for White Poprq_ 

4-37-43 - 53rd OB. which was formerly- designated 1153rd C.B.II has been at EPIC since 25 Marl43 


i now called Naval Construction Battp.lion First Marine Amphibious Corps_ (Ltr 
from 010.0 (C) 

5-11-43 - 53rd CB (Assigned 1st Marine Amph. Corps) 18 located at Nownea. (ComNe.V:BA.S98 31lPec 
area to ComSoPac Seo. ltr dtd 5-11-43) 

10-26-43 - 1 Oct '43 report of 53rd OB - expeoted to move to Bevy first week in Oct. 
12-29-43 - 1 Nov'43 report - Secret Pl6 - 5395 _ 7th Oct. - Moved from Noumea to GUEdal

canal then to Bougainv1l1e on 1 Nov'43 with 7 officers and 244 men. DetAchment 
fro 00. "B" sent to Vell LaVella for s~~ll1 ork; left GuadalcBnftl 18 Oct' ~. 
On 19 Oct l 43. 2 officer. and 73 men of Oo."B left £or Boug~inville l~n~iDg 
operation. Balance of battalion aheduled to move on at a If'ter dAte. 

l-ag-44 - 1 Dec l 43 report ot 53rd CB - operE'ting at Bouga1nville. 
2-17-44 - 1 Jan'44 report of 53rd CB - Distribution of 53rd CB for Dec'43 - 23 officers d 

673 men t Bougainville. 1 officer and 72 m n t Vella LaVell~. 2 officers end 
45 men at Guad.Plcanal. It is enticip,oted that the bFltt will be detached from 
the 16th Beg. E'bout 15 Jan'44 d b returned to Guad'll.eanal. for reassignment to 
1st Mar. Amph.. Corps. 

3- 7-4 - 1 eb'44 report of 53rd eB - operation on Bougainv111e were secured 17 J~~I~ 

and returned to GuadlUCfUle.l 22 Jan 44. The detachment at Velle. LeVells returned
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l2UIclu.tJu.0 pI 2 Jen'44. 44 replac ents re ree 1 d 17 J 144. cl1d 
16th Reg. a> JBJl I44 an reas 19ned to 1st t • Amph. Corps. td........-... 

3-25- _. 1 144 reF,Ort of 53rd CB _ oper t1.ng t Guadalc 1. 
5-27 - 1 pr'44 report of 53rd CB _ On 18 MAr '44. 4 officers end Ga6 en ere 

and tr ferred to th eg to org n17.8 b~e Co. On 1 r ' 44. the 
CB as d tached rom 1st d Rg~1gn d to C. ~d c 

5-2'7-4-; - The Seabee Co. with 4th ReP.. innct 1 wted on 14 Aur' ~. onate Co. 4th 
Mat g. let MAC 1tr to lro.pArs'dtd 19 rt44 frotl Lt. lee. ) 

6-19- - 1 ~'44 report of 53rd OB _ operating at r.uad • 
8-~-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 53rd OB _ Majority of batt va on board ship for tr rt<. 10 

during June. 
9-1~ ' - Jun & Jul report of 53rd OB - operating at Guam. On 5 M~'44 this b tt ~ s 

attached to the 1st Merine Provis1oDP1 Brig. of t e 3rd .!mph Corps for dut~ 0 

FtlRAGER movement. The lldminietrative oontrol remained with the vy Base. 
GWldslcanal. PArticiJWted in the invasion of C--W'm Attached to the 1st Prov. 
Brig. 10 initial. lending. Under firA from 21 Jul'44 until southern p t of ~ue 
was ecured. 

- 1 .,~) '-44 re ort c! 53rj. DB - On 13 NJ 
- .-"h. Oorpa end ~ i.gned. to tl,~ 5th 

lO-~O-44 - 1 Oct t 44 ra~ort o~ n~rd OB - n? 
re i011 0" • ~ na: I 

11-11-4 '!'h,. 53rcl r.fo i 10 ~ .. tfl!( ... r. llrn~ (I • CO~. 
~ t~ OV 11:,4) • 

120- 1-44 - 1 N'OTI44 report of 53rd O! - operating at Guam. lleport endorsed b1.: 27th Reeiment. 
1-3-45 - 1 Dee l 44 re~ort of 53rd CB - located at Guam. eport endorsedoy 27th ~e l~ent. 

Loc tion - Guem 53rd C.B. 
1-~0-46 - Tn 53:rd OB i lOCA.t d orth East of '!at.on G\uuII.(5th :t::-g. :.ax D 1oi.T,'" 1 . c t._ 1 

T}"c '44). 

2- ~-45 - 1 Jf..n'45 report of the S3rd OB - lOCAted on Gua,m. Report endorsed by 27th ~ • 
.... 2!; -45 - 1 eb l 45 report of the 53rd on - loc ted ')n G <lm. RFport ~ndor ea by 2 th ~ 
4- 3-45 - ~ Ma~'45 report of the 53rd OB - no info on location. 

~lO-45 -- The 53rd CD is located HE of Agat(Guam) ,(5th Brg. War Diary 1 Feb to 29 eo ~5). 
:-11-45 - 1 Aprl46 report of the 53rd CB - 1ocp.ted on Gurun. 31 men trfd froo the "~rd C3 

Joined this batt on 17 Mar 145. 
4-16-45 - The 53rd OB 1s located E of !gat on GUAm end is attached to the 27th Reg. (5th 

Brg War Dlar,r of 1 Apr'45) 
i-15-45 - 1 Ma¥ '45 report of the 53rd on - located lit Guam. 196 men ..,ere ret'd to St t~8 

for rehab leave and reassignment in Apr l 45. 117 men were reod in A r from DE.v "
Tille via 5th Brg. Report routed via 27th Reg And 5th Brg. 

&-28-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 53rd as - located at G~ Beport routed via 27th Reg 
Brig. 

7-13-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of thA 5~rd CB - loc ted t ~. a ~rt vi~ .?th £ p 

4a repl~oements reed on a July. 
- 5 - 1 ' r nort o~ th 53r~ ,_ 

-~ ~ - 1 .~ t' ~ _e~rt o~ 5~. E - no 
5th 3r1g:. 75 III n ,...t~: ~ for r n ort,.t~ 

'Joint "'.- e . c;"'rc... C3 r c'do renl" I nt "'r 
10-?~-45 - 1 Oct l 45 report of 53rd CB - location not Report 5th ~r • 

63 men transferred to U.S. for d1 chP.rge under the po'nt sy tem. 
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2-13-46 - 00 e~c order8 inactiTat10n of 53rd CB.. (Co ervpac diBp 080225/F b 46 to 

RDO Guam). 


2-15-46 - Inactivation of 63rd as cancelled. (ComMar1anas dlsp 150625/Feb. 46 to 
Comaervp c). 

3-1-46 - 1 eb _6 rp.port of 63rd em - located a.t 
~~~--~~~~~me~J~~~~~~~-38~~~~·l~~--~f~~~~~ 

4-10-46 - 1 Mar 4~ r~ort of 53r~ ~ - 10c ted at ~. Report 1a 3Eth Pol' g . &: 5t' 

~~o-46 - 00r.188rvpE1e order 
 63rd CD Personnel to trs~ fer to CBD 1156. 

upon eYacuutlon 1 
lnD~ 

t Co e 0 Pi • 1720 /Jun ~ ~l 
S • Orol.} 

7-11-46 - qtre 53rd CB on ~lett - effect1 

D1 vBu.Doc I toll Com I: 

Co "aCt OinOPac:)

7-23-46 - 53rd NCB expected t, b 
ferr to ep t on C8 tere. E 1 c of 240 m n t, b tr sfe~r d to CBDe4 11 -. 
(OinC 53rd CB 41 tch. 190042 to EUPere) 

(I i\ TIV _ D) 

l' ~nec1 t in,p.ctiVF!te thp J;;3r6-?--1,s - It i ___ __~ _~__ __~ A~ r. 

.181 

in ctivat d b.1 1 •• 28 enl en will tr'~ 
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8-8-4 	 Comdr. Busky sends ~ 53rd NCB inectlv ted. 
Act!vated and ssumed duty 3 August as OinC 
of ll56 which is reporting herewith for cro~ 
roads oper~tianal control.(Dis94tch 022131 f 
A~ 99 Ro1eete to C'TF1) 

8-27...,16 lax M :no Pl.6-5, YD531/ jt S rial: .4.76n~ dtd ] 
A Wlt.t in roc ee of iMctiv tion. . 
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DATB- C1'IICERS .~THt)R ITT 

30 Jun'44 1085 
1 Mq'44 19 
1 Jun'44 35 1074 
1 'M 1066 
1 Ell" 44 34 I) 0 '~oa 

1 Oct'¥: 33 102'" '=Iii 
1 NOT'44 36 1018 Moll 
1 !!c'44
1 an l 45 

36 
35 

1031 
1026 

Moll 
MoR 

1 hb l 45 31 1016 MoR 
1 Har'4S 29 1010 MoR 
1 Apr'45 27 1O.ae Mall 
1 May I 45 27 897 MoR 
1 Jun'.j,t5 28 900 1mP625 &II 
1 Jul'45 31 976 !NP6~5 & R 

1 Au«' 45 27 930 :aNP625 & :a 
13e~11; 25 ... )'t 3:'": ...:lr::. & R 
1 Oct '45 21 780 !NP625 & R 
1 J.lov'45 27 431 Bl-l"P63r: & R 
1 Dcc'4.5 16 929 BUP625 & R 
1 .Jan'4f\ 28 1343 R 80 :BTIP 625 

1 reb 46 32 929 R & :BNP ~25 

1 Mar 46 18 444 B. & 13NP 625 

53rd Conatruotioll Battalion 
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United States Naval Construction Battalion 53 

On December 22, 1942, the year after the Japanese bombing of 

Pearl Harbor, United States Naval Construction Batta lion 53 was 

established at the Naval Training Center, Camp Allen, Norfolk, 

Virginia, with Lieutenant Commander Phillip J. Riley, CEC, USNR, as 

Officer in Charge. 

On December 28, it was transferred to the Advance Base Depot 

at Davisville, Rhode Island and underwent advanced technica 1 training 

to prepare for oversea s duty. 

In the middle of January, 1943, the batta lion wa s divided into 

two sections. On February 7 one section departed from Davisviile, later 

arrived in Casablanca I Morocco, and was combined with a section of 

Naval Construction Battalion l7 to form Naval Construction Battalion 120. 

The section of the 53rd Battalion remaining at Davisville constituted 

the battalion for the time being. On February 11 Lieutenant Commander Roy M. 

Harris, CEC, USNR, was appointed Officer in Charge of the 53rd Battalion 

and the following day led his new command of one company and one-fourth 

of the headquarters company to Hadnot POint, New River, North Carolina. 

There they a cquired additional men from newly formed training compu nies. 

The 53rd Battalion, now at half strength at 13 officers and 541 enlisted 

men entrained for San Diego on February 26, 1943. When it arrived in 

San Die'::lo, on March 2, seven more officers and 268 enlisted men V'vere 
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a ssigned to the batta lion. At the sa me time, the battalion itself wa s 

assigned to the First Marine Amphibious Corps. This assignment marked 

the beginning of a long association and battle-proved friendship with the 

United States Marine Corps. 

Thus, after a hectic four months of shifting personnel and station 

hopping the men of the 53rd Battalion embarked for Noumea, New Caledonia, 

aboard the USS Mount Vernon on March 12, 1943. 

On landing at Noumea on March 25, the 53rd Seabees prepared 

the initial landing site for further operations. On April 14, the battalion 

was redesignated Naval Construction Battalion, First Marine Amphibious 

Corps, and was 3ssigned the function of a supporting force in Marine 

amphibious operations. However, the battalion technically remained 

the 53rd Construction Battalion. The dual designation sometimes 

engenders confusion in identifying the battalion. Throughout its early 

history, the designation 53rd Construction Battalion was rarely used 

except in correspondence with the Bureau of Yards and Docks. 

The battalion's first assignment on New Caledonia was the 

construction of three Marine Corps camps, each housing 2,000 men. 

The camps were completed in record time. The battalion then turned 

to constructing a n airfield urgently needed by the Ma rines. The airfield 

required a parking area of 180,000 square feet and supporting facilities. 

The battalion leveled the field, surfaced it with nickel ore slag, and 

covere d it vvith Irvine mesh. 'With the field in operation the battalion 

2 
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drained nearby Lake Gaettege to prepare the level bottom for future camp 

sites. In between these construction assignments, the batta lion underwent 

"certain specia 1 Marine training" to prepare themselves for combat 

operations. 

On October 7,1943, after six months of intensive labor and 

training, the 53rd Battalion embarked with the First Marine Amphibious 

Corps for the Solomon Islands. Arriving at Guadalcanal on October 12, 

the Sea bees of the 53rd Battalion camped at Doma Cove to undergo 

intensive jungle combat training. Beginning on October 13 and continuing 

through December I, nine echelons of the batta lion sailed to join the 

invasion of Bougainville and one detachment sailed to Vella Lavella. 

A rear echelon of two officers and 46 Seabees was left behind at Guadalcanal. 

Also assigned to the Bougainville expedition were Seabees of the 25th, 

71st, and 75th Construction Battalions. 

On D-day, November I, 1943, at 4 minutes past H-hour, the first 

elements of the 53rd Construction Battalion hit the beach of Bougainville 

at Empress Augusta Bay with the first assault troops of the Third Marine 

Regiment (R"Oinforced). In the second assault wave on Beach Green 2 at 

Bouguinville, 244 Seabees and eight officers of the 53rd Battalion, with 

a bulldozer, went i n with the Second Raider Battalion and acted as the 

shore party for the unloading of the USS George Clymer. Though under 

enemy small arms fire, the detachment completed the work on the 

afternoon of D-day. 
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With the second wave of the Third Raider Battalion, 74 Seabees, 

two officers, and a bulldozer of the 53rd Battalion landed on the beach 

of the offshore Puruata Island, accompanied by an artillery battery of the 

Marine's Third Defense Battalion. The detachment unloaded the supplies 

of the combat troops, helped the Marines secure their pOSition, and then 

remained with them for eight days. 

One officer and 56 men of the 53rd Construction Battalion went 

ashore in the second assault wave on Beach Blue 2 and acted as the 

shore party for ten days, unloading supplies a nd bulldozing defense 

positions. 

One enlisted man, one officer, and a bulldozer of the 53rd Naval 

Construction Battalion lande d on Beach Blue 1 with the second wave of 

Marines to assist the main body of the Third Defense Battalion secure 

positions for the batteries. They remained there for 5 days and were 

joined by 100 men and two officers from Beach Green 2 to assist the 

ba tteries. 

On November 2, 1943 all available men of the 53rd Battalion were 

started on the construction of bridges :md a pioneer road from Bea ch 

Yellmv 1 along the Piva Trail. The men worked without equipment for 

th e first six days of the inva sion. vVith the a rriva 1 of construction 

e quipment, the battalion pushed the road through the thick swamp and 

expanded opera tions to include a nother road from Beach Blue 1. The 

butta lion a Iso expa nded the work on the Piva Trai 1, extended the road 
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to an intersection with the Piva River near the village of Piva, and 

made preliminary surveys for Piva Airfield. 

By the close of the assault stage of the invasion, the battalion 

had built three airfields: a bomber strip 6, 000 feet long and 250 feet 

'.vide a nd two fighter strips each 4,000 feet long and 200 feet wide. 

It also built almost four miles of road through the thickest jungle swamp 

to be encountered. 

Meanwhile l the detachment sent to Vella Lavella on October 18 

s e t up two s a ''Nmills and operated them for over two months, in which time 

it produced o ne- a nd-a-half million board feet of lumber from native 

jungle tre es. The lumber wa s urg e ntly needed for bridge timbering. 

The eche lons from both operations returned to Guadalcanal in the 

middl e of Janua rYI 1944, and aga in staged a t Doma Cove. From January 

to May I t h e men of th e ba tta lion received more Marine combat training 

and built thems e lves a camp . Other construction during this period on 

Guada lcanal include d a 1 / SO O-ma n ca mp for Marines l five mil e s of 

coral-surfa c e d road l thr ee t imber bridg e s I and a timber pile dock 4 00 feet 

long y 50 f e et wide. 

On February 17 I 1944, Comma nder Edward M. Denbo relieved 

Comma nde r Roy M. Harris a s Officer in Charge of the batta lion a nd 

Co mma nder Ha rri s took comma nd of the Twenty-first Nava I Construction 

Regime nt. Then ~:m April 141 Nava l Construction Batta lion l First Marine 

.D, mphibicus Corps wa s rede signated a s th e 53rd Na va I Construction 
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Battalion. It was detached from the Amphibious Corps and was assigned 

to duty under the Commander of the Guadalca nal Naval Base. In May, 

the ba tta lion wa s restored to full strength a s a regular construction 

battalion with the addition of a fourth company. 

On June I, 1944, the 53rd Battalion was attached to the First Marine 

Provisional Brigade of the Third Amphibious Corps for the assault on Guam 

in the Mariana Islands. Th e batta lion left a rear echelon of two officers 

a nd 79 me n on Guada lcana l a nd e mbarked on two transports for the invasion. 

Two special beach parties of volunteers were ass igned to assist landing 

opera tions on D-day, July 21,1944. One officer and 17 enlisted men 

equipped with tractors went ashore a t four minutes past H-hour to help 

the Marines unload Sherman tanks from mechanized landing craft and 

t ank landing ships. Three of the tanks sank into bomb craters on the 

ocea n bottom, but the detachment rna naged to sa Ivage two of the ta nks 

in two hours while under intense enemy mortar a nd small arms fire. 

A second beach pa rty of fi ve enlisted men opera ted a crane mounted 

on a po ntoon barge anchored off Agat Beach to unload ammunition and 

gasoline. This group landed five hours after the main assault a nd worked 

continuously for five days to unloa d the critica I supplies. The barge a nd 

th e me n were under enemy counterfire and artillery barrage. A tank landing 

ship berthed next to the crane wa s hit by an artillery shel1 during the 

unloa ding . 
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The remainder of the battalion went ashore three days later and 

camped near Agat village. 

On July 27, the 53rd Naval Construction Battalion was detached 

from the First Provisional Marine Brigade and assigned to the Fifth Naval 

Construction Brigade, a move that later excluded its members from 

earning the Navy Unit Citation awarded to other orga nizations ta king 

part in the initia 1 a ssa ult. 

S~ortly after the Guam invasion, on August 25, Commander Denbo 

was put in command of the Twenty-seventh Naval Construction Regiment, 

Fifth Naval Construction Brigade, and Lieutena nt Comma nder Charles A. 

Thompson, the battalion Executive Officer,became Officer in Charge of 

the batta lion. 

Commander John P. MacBean, CEC, USNR, took command on 

May 13, 1945, and was in turn succeeded by Commander John D. Burky 

CEC, USN on November 1, 1945. Commander Burky remained with the 

batta lion a s comma nding officer until it wa s decommissioned. 

The battalion stayed on Guam for 15 months and participated in 

rebuilding the island facilities destroyed during the battle with the 

Japanese. The battalion built a highway 12 miles long and 56 feet wide. 

The highway was based with coral and surfaced with asphalt. In addition, 

it built six miles of highway 45 feet wide a nd six miles of highway 

32 feet Wide. For the three road construction jobs, the battalion moved 

800,000 cubic yards of earth and made hil1 cuts up to 92 feet deep. The 
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tremendous work done on the highways by the battalion wa s reported in 

the EngineeriTlg News Record by Commodore William O. Hilta bidle. 

The 53rd Construction Battalion also built the first asphaltic 

concrete plant on Guam, and the necessary aggregate production facilities 

including quarry, primary and secondary crushing plants, a rotary dryer 

and hot asphalt heating and mixing plants. From April to July, 1945, 

it built the 10, OOO-foot by 250-{ oot bomber strip on the Northwest Field 

to accommodate the 8-29s of the Army Air Corps for their raids on the 

Japanese homeland. 

The battalion also built other noteworthy facilities on Guam: 

a black fuel oil ta nk f<Jrm of 27 ta nks with a tota 1 ca pacity of 450,000 

barrels, the camp and administration area of the island r a concrete and 

sheet steel dam and three a nd one-half miles of 12-;'nch pipe line to 

service the Agat Water Supply area, a two-story cargo operations building 

of s teel and concrete, five two-story timber buildings, an aviation 

gasoline tank farm with four 10, OOO-barrel capacity tanks, and an eight

mila roud project connecting the villages of Agat and Umatac. In addition, 

the ba ttalion also laid one a nd one-half million square feet of asphalt 

paving for taxiways, parking areas, a nd airstrips, and assisted another 

b3tta lion in the construction of four avia tion ga soline ta nks on another 

tank farm. 

The batta lion a Iso included the only Seabee demolition squad on 

the island, composed of a chief petty officer and thirteen Seabees. This 
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squad cleared a II roads, bridges, and campsites by defusing land mines 

and unexploded shells before the entry of work parties. 

By September, 1945, the la st of the origina 1 members of the 

battalion had been sent back to the United States under the rotation 

and demobilization programs. 

By the end of 1945, the battalion's work on Guam was nearly 

completed and the battalion was scheduled for inactivation on March 1, 

1946. However, this inactivation date was later set aSide, because 

the ba tta lion wa s a ssigned to participate in Operation Crossroads at 

Bikim Atoll in the Marshall Islands. Operation Crossroads was the 

Department of Defense's first large-scale atomic weapons research 

testing progra m. 

On March 8, 1946 the batta lion boarded the assault transport 

USS Randa ll and sailed for the Marsh a ll Islands. It arrived at Bikini 

on March 13 and transferred to the assault transport USS St. Croix, 

w hich was anchored in the atoll lagoon, a nd the ship was the battalion 

headquarters during the entire Bikini operation. 

Materials and equipment for the project arrived from Port Hueneme 

a nd Pearl Harbor. The batta lion unloaded the mounta in of supplies arriving 

on t a nk landing ships by bla sting pathways through the coral under the 

surf and running the craft up on the beaches. 

The main construction projects of the batta lion, started March 14, 

1946, was the erection of several 90-foot high towers and protected steel 
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huts for housing the instruments used to record the atomic bla st data. 

The Seabees also built the recreational facilities for the 35,000 men 

enga ged in the testing program, such as baseball fields, basketball 

courts, tenni s courts, a nd a n a rchery ra nge. 

The first Bikini bla st, Test Baker, was detonated on JUly 1, and 

by then the Sea bees had met programmed building schedules. 

With the completion of the Bikini atom bomb tests, the battalion 

'Nus inactivated on Bikini Atoll on .lI.ugust 3, 1946, after 38 months of 

continuous oversea s duty. Ma ny of the officers a nd men in the inactiva ted 

ba ttu lio n returned to the United Stutes for separation from the Navy. The 

remaining officers and men we re assigned to the newly activated Naval 

Construction Batta lion Detachment 1156. This detachment then performed 

clea nup a nd restoration duti e s on Bi ki ni. 
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United States Naval Construction Battalion 53 

Officers in Charge 

Lieutenant Commander Phillip J. Riley, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Commander Roy M. Harris, CEC, USNR 

Comma nder Edward M. Denbo, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Commander Charles A. Thompson, CEC, USNR 

Commander John P. MacBean, CEC, USNR 

Comma nder John D. Burky, CEC, USNR 

Executive Officers 

Lieutenant Commander Charles A. Thompson, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Edward Kean, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Felix W. Reeves, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Commander Clyde V. 'White, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Abel Bates, CEC, USNR 

Lieutenant Sidney Smith, CEC, USNR 

Lieutena nt Commander G. B. Prothers, CEC, USNR 

22 Dec 42 11 Feb 43 

11 Feb 43 9 Feb 44 

17 Feb 44 25 Aug 44 

25 Aug 44 13 May 45 

13 May 45 1 Nov 45 

1 Nov 45 3 Aug 46 

20 Feb 43 25 Aug 44 

25 Aug 44 5 Dec 44 

5 Dec 44 15 Jun 45 

15 Jun 45 1 Nov 45 

1 Nov 45 1 Jan 46 

1 Jan 46 16 Feb 46 

16 Feb 46 3 Aug 46 
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22 Dec 42 

28 Dec 42 

16 Jan 43 

7 Feb 43 

12 Fe b 43 

12 Feb 43 

15 Fe b 43 

19 Feh 43 

2G Fe h '+3 

2 ?·lar 43 

Chronology 

United States Naval Construction Battalion 53 

The battalion was established at the Naval Construction 
Training Cent e r, Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia. 

The battalion was transferred from Norfolk to the Advance 
Base Depot, Davisville, Rhode Island. 

The 53rd Construction Battalion was divided into 2 sections, 
each consisting of one-half of the Headquarters Company and 
tHO companies. 

The 2nd Section left the Advance Base Depot, Davisville with 
orders to join with a section of the 17th Construction 
Battalion to f orm the l20th Construction Battalion. The 
l20th Battalion was activated in Casablanca, Morocco. 

1 Company and 1/4 Headquarters Company of the 1st Section and 
staff officers, departed Davisville for Hadnot Point, NeH 
River, North Carolina, for duty with the Fleet Marine Force. 

1 Company and 1/4 Headquarters Company, and 4 officers, 
departed Davisville for duty with the Fleet Marine Force 
at San Die~o, California. 

All enlisted men who reported to Hadnot Point were transferred 
into "Naval Construction Replacement Group, Camp Lejeune, 
NeH River, N.C. " 

13 officer s and 541 enlisted men (approximately 2 companies 
and 2/3 Headquarters Company) were transferred to the 53rd 
Nnval Construction Battalion from "Naval Construction Replace
ment Group, Camp Lejeune, NCH Rive r, N.C." Approximat e ly 25 
of the se men were from the original detachment arriving from 
Davisvi 11 e. 

The contingent of 13 officers and 541 enlisted men, including 
the Officer in Char ge. entraine d from New River, N.C., for 
San Di ego, Cal ifornia. 

The echelon from Camp Lejeune arrived at San Diego, California. 
At this time 7 officers and 26A enlisted men (approxima tel y 1 
company and 1/3 He adquarters Companv ) ,,,ere transferred to th e 
53rd Naval Construction Battalion from Naval Construction 
Battalion Replaceme nt Groups at Camps Elliott and Pendleton, 
San Die go , California. The battalion then was at full strength 
on the basis of t he Table of Organization for a Construction 
Battalion att a ched to the Marine Corps, and consisted of 20 

off i cers and 809 e nlisted men. 



--------------------------------------------------------------

12 Har 43 

25 ~Iar 43 

14 Apr 43 

7 Oc t 43 

12 Oct 43 

13 Oc t 43 

18 Oct 43 

19 Oct 43 

Invasion of Bougainville and Vella Lavella. 

Officers plen Departed Arrived Date of Arrival 

7 242 Guadalcanal Bougainville 1 Nov 43 

1 74 Guadalcanal Vella Lavell a 20 Oct 43 

'1 r-LJ Oc t 43 

30 Oct 43 

1 Nov 43 

2 ~ov 43 

u 
0 :-'lov 43 

24 ~ov 43 

1 Dec 43 

2 Jan 44 

20 Jan 44 

')'1 Jan 44 

12 :-Iav 44 

The 53rd Construction Battalion departed San Diego for 
Noumea, New Caledonia. 

Arrived Noumea, New Caledonia . 

Designated Naval Construction Battalion, First Harine 
Amphibious Corp s . 

The entire battalion, consisting of 27 officers and 781 
enlisted men move from Noumea to Guadalcanal . 

The battalion arrived at Guadalcanal. 

2 74 Guadalcanal Bougainville 1 Nov 43 

1 26 Guadalumal Bougainville 1 Nov 43 

1 55 Guadalcanal Bougainville 1 Nov 43 

2 12 Guadalcanal Bougainville 6 Nov 43 

4 169 Guadalcanal Bougainville 6 Nov 43 

1 62 Guadalcanal Bouga inville 11 Nov 43 

3 32 Guad a lc ana 1 Bougainville 28 Nov 43 

1 16 Guadalcanal Bougainville 4 Dec 43 

(A rear echelon consisting of :2 officers and 51 enlisted men 
r emained at Guadalcanal.) 

The Vella Lave lla de tachment left that island. 


The Vella Lavell a detachment arrived at Guadalc ana l and joined 

the rear echelon there. 


The main body of Naval Construction Battalion, First Marine 
Amphibious Corp s left Bougainville. 

The main body of the battalion arrived at Guadalcanal. 

Naval Construction Ba ttalion, First Harine Amphibious Corp s 
was redesignat ed as 53rd Naval Construction Battalion. 

') 



• 

' II 

.~ 

24 Hay 44 

1 Jun 44 

3 Jun 44 

5 Jun 44 

21 Jul 44 

24 Jul 44 

30 Jul 44 

31 44AlTO- " 

1 Nov 44 

1 :--lar 45 

Apr-Jul 45 

Jul 45 

15 ALlg 45 

Invasion of Guam. 

Officers Hen Departed Arrived Date of Arrival 

1 29 Guadalcanal Guam 21 Jul 44 

4 55 Guadalcanal Guam 21 Jul 44 

17 501 Guadalcanal Guam 21 Jul 44 

11 421 Guadalcanal Guam 26 Jul 44 

8 Guadalcanal Guam 13 Aug 44 

1 60 Guadalcanal Guam 24 Aug 44 

1 11 Guadalcanal Guam 31 Aug 44 

Th e battalion continued to restore island facilities almost 
tot a lly destroyed in the Japanese resistance. 

The battalion 3to..rteci the construction of 12 miles o:r high',my 
5() feet in ~lidt :, o..nd six mile(';)f high,..ray 45 feet in width. 

Th e ba tt a lion s tarted construction of six miles of 32 foot 
wide highway and compl e ted it in two months. The highway 
projects required th e movement of 800,000 cubic yards o f 
earth and h ill cuts up to 92 f e e t deep. 

The battalion built a 10,000-foot by 250- f oot bomber strip 
on the northl"e s t field for B-Z9 bombers. 

Th e ba ttalion bu ilt several fuel and aviation gasoline tank 
f arms , one of Hh ich had 27 tanks \"ith capacity of 450,000 
barrels. The battalion also built a camp and an administra
tion area for the I s land Command, another aviation gasoline 
t ank farm with four tanks, a cargo operations building of 
tHO stories, a capshe e t steel and concrete d am with three 
and a half miles of 12-inch pipe for th e island water supply, 
and an e i gh t mil e road connectin g Agat and Umatac villages. 

The battalion began demobilization and was t entativel y 
sched uled fo r inactivation in March 1946 . Host of the men 
a nd offi cers ,wn t home on "p oints". Hmvever , the battalion, 
grea tly reduced in size, continued operating and did demo
lition ,'TOrk on Guam. Later, Ivith the pending atomic bomb 
t es ting on Bik in i, t ~l e inactivation of th e hattalion I.,as 
postponed. 
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8 Har 46 

13 Nar 46 

14 Nar 46 

3 Aug 46 

Naval Construction Battalion 53 boarded the USS Randall 
and sailed for Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands, to prepare 
that area for Operation Crossroads, the testing of atomic 
bombs. 

The battalion arrived at Bikini and made its headquarters 
on the assault transport USS St. Croix. 

Naval Construction Battalion 53 began working on its projects 
which included demolition operations, the building of steel 
instrumentation towers and steel huts, and building a recrea
tion area for 35,000 men. The battalion remained at Bikini 
until it was evacuated in preparation for the atomic testing. 

Naval Construction Battalion 53 was inactivated at Bikini. 
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53rd Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

22 Dec 1942 

28 Dec 1942 

16 Jan 1943 

07 Feb 1943 

12 Feb 1943 

12Febl943 

15 Feb 1943 

19Feb1943 

26 Feb 1943 

02 Mar 1943 

12 Mar 1943 

The battalion was established at the Naval Construction Training 
Center, Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia. 

The battalion was transferred from Norfolk to the Advance Base 

Depot, Davisville, Rhode Island. 

The 53 rd Construction Battalion was divided into 2 sections, each 
consisting of one-half of the Headquarters Company and two 
compames. 
The 2nd Section left the Advance Base Depot, Davisville with 
orders to join with a section of the 1 i h Construction Battalion to 
torm the 120lh Construction Battalion. The 120

lh 
Battalion was 

activated in Casablanca, Morocco. 
1 Company and 1/4 Headquarters Company of the 151 Section and 
staff officers, departed Davisville for Hadnot Point, New River, 
North Carolina, for duty with the Fleet Marine Force. 
1 Company and Y4 Headquarters Company, and 4 officers, 
departed Davisville for duty with the Fleet Marine Force at San 
Diego, California. 
All enlisted men who reported to Hadnot Point were transferred 
into "Naval Construction Replacement Group, Camp Lejeune, 
New River, N.C." 
13 officers and 541 enlisted men (approximately 2 companies and 
2/3 Headquarters Company) were transferred to the 53 r Nava[ 
Construction Battalion from "Naval Construction Replacement 
Group, Camp Lejeune, New River, N.C." Approximately 25 of 
these men were from the original detachment arriving from 
Davisville. 
The contingent of 13 officers and 541 enlisted men, including the 
Officer in Charge, entrained from New River, N.C., for San 
Diego, California. 
The echelon from Camp Lejeune arrived at San Diego, California. 
At this time 7 officers and 268 enlisted men (approximately 1 
company and 113 Headquarters Company) were transferred to the 
53 rd Naval Construction Battalion from Naval Construction 
Battalion Replacement Groups at Camps Elliott and Pendleton, 
San Diego, California. The battalion then was at full strength on 
the basis of the Table of Organization for a Construction Battalion 
attached to the Marine Corps, and consisted of 20 officers and 
809 enlisted men. 
The 53 rd Construction Battalion departed San Diego for Noumea, 
New Caledonia. 



25 Mar 1943 
14 Apr 1943 

07 Oct 1943 

12 Oct 1943 

13 Oct 1943 
18 Oct 1943 
19 Oct 1943 
25 Oct 1943 
30 Oct 1943 
01 Nov 1943 
02 Nov 1943 
08 Nov 1943 
24 Nov 1943 
01 Dec 1943 

02 Jan 1944 
03 Jan 1944 

20 Jan 1944 

22 Jan 1944 
12 May 1944 

24 May 1944 
01 Jun 1944 
03 Jun 1944 
05 Jun 1944 
21 Jul1944 
24 Jul 1944 
30 Jul 1944 

31 Aug 1944 

01 Nov 1944 

Arrived Noumea, New Caledonia. 

Designated naval Construction Battalion, First Marine 

Amphibious Corps. 

The entire battalion, consisting of 27 officers and 781 enlisted 

men move from Noumea to Guadalcanal. 

The battalion arrived at Guadalcanal. 

Invasion of Bougainville and Vella Lavella. 


Officers Men Departed Arrived Date of Arrival 

7 242 Guadalcanal Bougainville 01 Nov 1943 
1 74 Guadalcanal Vella Lavella 20 Oct 1943 
2 74 Guadalcanal Bougainville 01 Nov 1943 

26 Guadalcanal Bougainville 01 Nov 1943 
55 Guadalcanal BougainviUe 01 Nov 1943 

2 12 Guadalcanal Bougainville 06 Nov 1943 
4 169 Guadalcanal Bougainville 06 Nov 1943 
1 62 Guadalcanal Bougainville 11 Nov 1943 
3 32 Guadalcanal Bougainville 28 Nov 1943 
t 16 Guadalcanal BougainviUe 04 Dec 1943 

(A rear echelon consisting of 2 officers and 51 enlisted men 

remained at Guadalcanal. 

The Vella Lavella detachment left that island. 

The Vella Lavella detachment arrived at Guadalcanal and joined 

the rear echelon there. 

The main body of Naval Construction Battalion, First Marine 

Amphibious Corps left Bougainville. 

The main body of the battalion arrived at Guadalcanal. 

Naval Construction Battalion, First Marine Amphibious Corps 

was redesignated as 53 rd Naval Construction Battalion. 


Officers Men DeQarted Arrived Date of Arrival 


1 29 Guadalcanal Guam 21 Jul 1944 

4 55 Guadalcanal Guam 21 Jul 1944 

17 501 Guadalcanal Guam 21 Jul1944 

II 421 Guadalcanal Guam 26 Jul 1944 


8 Guadalcanal Guam 13 Aug 1944 
60 Guadalcanal Guam 24 Aug 1944 
I 1 Guadalcanal Guam 31 Aug 1944 

The battalion continued to restore island facilities almost totally 

destroyed in the Japanese resistance. 

The battalion started the construction of 12 miles of highway 56 

feet in width and six miles of highway 45 feet in width. 
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01 Mar 1945 

Apr-Jul 1945 

Jul1945 

15 Aug 1945 

08 Mar 1946 

13 Mar 1946 

14 Mar 1946 

03 Aug 1946 

The battalion started constuction of six miles of 32 foot wide 
highway and completed it in two months. The highway projects 
required the movement of 800,000 cubic yards of earth and hill 
cuts up to 92 feet deep. 
The battalion built a 10,000 foot by 250 foot bomber strip on the 
northwest field for B-29 bombers. 
The battalion built several fuel and aviation gasoline tank fanns, 
one of which had 27 tanks with capacity of 450,000 barrels. The 
battalion also built a camp and an administration area for the 
Island Command, another aviation gasoline tank fann with four 
tanks, a cargo operations building of two stories, a cap sheet steel 
and concrete dam with three and a half miles of 12 inch pipe for 
the island water supply and an eight mile road connecting Agat 
and Umatac villages. 
The battalion began demobilization and was tentatively scheduled 
for inactivation in March 1946. Most of the men and officers 
went home on "points". However, the battalion, greatly reduced 
in size, continued operating and did demolition work on Guam. 
Later, with the pending atomic bomb testing on Bikini, the 
inactivation of the battalion was postponed. 
Naval Construction Battalion 53 boarded the USS Randall and 
sailed for Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands, to prepare that area for 
Operation Crossroads, the testing of atomic bombs. 
The battalion arrived at Bikini and made its headquarters on the 
assault transport USS St. Croix. 
Naval Construction Battalion 53 began working on its projects 
which included demolition operations, the building of steel 
instrumentation towers and steel huts, and building a recreation 
area for 35,000 men. The battalion remained at Bikini until it was 
evacuated in preparation for the atomic testing. 
Naval Construction Battalion 53 was inactivated at Bikini. 
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53 rd Naval Construction Battalion 

Officers in Charge 

Lieutenant Commander Phillip 1. Riley, CEC, USNR 22 Dec 1942 ~ 11 Feb 1943 

Lieutenant Commander Roy M. Harris, CEC, USNR 11 Feb 1943 - 09 Feb 1944 

Commander Edward M. Denbo, CEC, USNR. 17 Feb 1944 - 25 Aug 1944 

Lieutenant Commander Charles A. Thompson, CEC, 25 Aug }944 - 13 May 1945 
USNR 

Commander John P. MacBean, CEC, USNR 13 May 1945 - 01 Nov 1945 

Commander John D. Burky, CEC, USNR 01 Nov 1945 - 03 Aug 1946 

Executive Officers 

Lieutenant Commander Charles A. Thompson, CEC, 20 Feb 1943 - 25 Aug 1944 
USNR 

Lieutenant Edward Kean, CEC, USNR 25 Aug 1944 - 05 Dec 1944 

Lieutenant Felix W. Reeves, CEC, USNR 05 Dec 1944 - 15 Jun 1945 

Lieutenant Commander Clyde V. White, CEC, USNR 15 Jun 1945 - 01 Nov 1945 

Lieutenant Abel Bates, CEC, USNR 01 Nov 1945 - 01 Jan 1946 

Lieutenant Sidney Smith, CEC, USNR 01 Jan 1946 - 16 Feb 1946 

Lieutenant Commander G.B. Prothers, CEC, USNR 16 Feb 1946 - 03 Aug 1946 
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