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To the Parents and Wives of alfl MCB-53 Pensonnel:

Many weeks have elapsed since my Last Leffen jusi
prion to Leaving for Vietnam. We have seen many changes
and adjustments durning these weeks and 1 am sorrny gor the
s8ight delay in passing along information to you and 4in
thying to keep you up-to-date on what the Battalion 4is
doing. We have had a number of new arrivals report zo
MCB-53 since we have arnived "in-country" and to those
who have just foined us we extend a hearty welcome.

As you are well aware, we are Located in Vietnam just
outside the northern coastal city of DaNang in what 4is
nefenned to as the "1" on "Eye" Conps Tactical Zone. Oun
camp is immediately adjacent to the Bay of DaNang and we
have a nathen nice beachfront area. TZLA L8 a most welcome
advantage, enabling our men to spend some of Zheir off-
duty time swimming and even sunfing. A Larnge group 0f our
Battalion is working away §rom our main camp at a place
called Vinh Dai; involved in the upgrading of the road
system and we also have a small detail working south of
zze main camp doing some bridge work.

Upon arrival in Vietnam we were assigned a variely
0f projects, many of which are of a priority nature,
mainly for Army and Marnine Conps units in ourn area. 1IZ
has been trnemendously encouraging to watch your men golk
"tunn-to" and continue to do the fine job for which MCB-53
is known. One of the Large jobs just completed has been
the Data Processing building for the Manine Force Logistics
Command. This project involved primarily Zhe men of
Charkie and Delta Companies doing the internior work as
well as the outside revetments. Bravo Company men 4in-
stalkled a mammoth air conditioning system for the same
project. ALfa Company pensonnel have carried on the
sometime unglamourous jobs of batching concrete, doing
§4LL work for the building sites and earth work around the
approaches to the Lang-Co Bridge. Headquarters Company
has the tedious task of keeping up on the paper work and
providing support for the rest of the Battalion.

Oun camp this year is probably one of the best
Seabee Camps in Vietnam. There are only three Seabee
Camps in-country that are on the beach, two here 4in
DaNang, and one at Chu Lai. The beach 45 opened for
swimming every day of the week and everyone gets a chance
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to cool of4 after work. Our working houns anre fLong - we
aat up at 5:15 A.M. and we go to work at 6115 A.M., Hs ..
ave a hot meal at noon, then go back %o work until 5:30
P.M.; this is ourn schedule for s4ix days 04§ the week. On
Sundays we "sfeep in", have quanrtenrd at 7:30 A.M. and
spend the morning engaged 4in thaining, weaponsd inspections,
Church Services and more wonk. From noon Sunday, everyone
except Zhe duzz section is off until Monday morning. We
have had two Shows hene in Camp Haskins, and at Vinh Dai.
The shows are professionally done and provide a welcome
break fon all of ud.

The Battalion 4 placing a gneat deal o emphasis on
its Civic Action program while in Vietnam. Lready we have
boen active in this {ield, canrying on sevenal projects
that MCB-22, the Battaldion we nelieved, had not quite
completed. Among these is a Protestant Church in a nearby
nefugee vitlage; a mateanity clinic building for the
village 4in our area 04 nesponsibility; and a vocational
training school %o thain orphans and refugees 04 the Local
anea Ain some trade. We feel that a Lange part of our task
hene is to gain the congidence 0f the Vietnamese people
and to assist them through oun skills and matenials, to a
bettern and easien Life and to alleviate some 04 thein
problems . In cannyinﬂ out this program we Like to dis-
courage "doing evenything" gor them, but nrather make At @
cooperative effont. For instance, 4in casesd where we supply
naterials we ask them to provide the gabon and do the
actual work. The neaction and response to ourn desirne o
help the people help themselfves has been most encouraging.

Duning the month of May 1 want to send to each of you
a printed "FamiLygram” containing picturesd 04 our camp,
jobs and civic Action projects 40 that you may have a
betten idea of what we wiite and sp2ak about. Enclosed
with this issue 0f the "Familygram" are several items 0f

information which might be helpful to you.

Just a brief reminder that mail 4is ofien sLow going
and coming from Vietnam. ALLow four or give days for mail
to go one way. However, At 4is of supreme importance %0
your Seabee that he frequently neceive Lettend §rom home.
Wnite cheenful newdy fettens. Do noi write when you are
angry. Tape recondings anre also an excellent means 0f
communication.

With best wishes from the men of MCB-53;

Sincernely, WAJ
P e FH s

ROBERT K. MILLER :
CDR, CEC, USN
Commanding 0fgicen
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BULLETIN: TELEGRAMS AND MESSAGES*TO VIETNAM

" Recently there have been instances where relatives sent telegrams
to personnel in Southeast Asia which were undelivered or delayed
in being delivered, In order to alleviate this situation, here '~
are a few rules to follow when sending ‘telegrams to military per= °
sonnel stationed in Southeast Asia, ‘ _ : -
1. If you must send an emergency telegram; you should contact
your local Red Cross office. %, : i
= - ok E » <. e . - oot e 3 L ; gi.f' S g _._‘-___. S e 5
ear e s, TPoyon TiVE edst of tHe Wiss1ssippl River dnd™must SeMTET W
telegram other than an emergency, it should be addressed to! -

Jy

U.S. NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS STATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20390

The text of the telegram must inciude the man's full name, service
nunber, unit and number and zip code.

3, If you live west of the Mississippi River and must send &
telegram other than emergency, it should be addressed to:

U.S. NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS STATION
ROUGH AND READY ISLAND
STOCKTON, CALIF. 95203

The text of the telegram must include the man's full name, service \
number, unit name and number, and zip code. ;

L. The correct address of all personnel assigned to MCB-53 is:
Name, Rate, Service Number

USN, MCB-53, Company
FPO New York, N.Y. 09501

Operation and information concerning, MARS Statien (Military Affil-
jated Radio Service)s

w o —ow -During MCB~53!s deployment in- Vietnam we wil¥ be-eperating o .
a short wave radio station affiliated with Military Affiliated
Radio Service. By means of this statien, men of the Battalion will
be able on oceasion and when conditions permit, to contact MARS
statiens in the States, from which phone patches can be placed.

A phone @ tch is a technique by which messages transmitted over the
air waves are relayed to the addressee over commercial telephone

_ eurcuits, ‘A two way conversation can take place, The only cost
to an addressee is the toll charge from the Stateside MARS station
to their residence, when long distance calls are involved,

Ideally a Seabee who lives in the Davisville or the Eastern
area will be able to contact his family through the Davisville, R,I.
station and little charge will result,



Wardore, Calls can be.monmitered by anyone, including the enemy,
89 said must be considered fully before transmission. Of
00urse, nothing can be said concerning military matters. Personal

Datters which are likely to cause great distress en 'the part of the

van b e inet be permitied, since they not only effect morals, ‘but

°an be used for ,propaganda purposes by the North Vietramese, 'Emer-
8ency personal matters are best handled by telegrams (See enclosed
bulletin) or by air meil. : ' 4 R E
There 1s also anothet limitation—that of system capacity. The
station at MCB 53's camp will serve meny other U.S. personnel as well °
as MCB 534 .Calls will necessardily be limited in duration, and fre-
Quency will depend on.schedules established between stations; atmos-
Pheric conditions, etc. SRPtircidn il YRR

I am sure that many of you are already acquainted with this means
of communication as you have used it many times, however, for those
ot familiar with the serwice the above might be of assistance,

WHAT TO DO:
IF THIS HAPPEBE. ; : And you livenear = ' And you live
: Davisville: =~ i elsewhere in
U.S.
Your allotment check does Go to Disbursing Office, ° Do not mail form
not arrive when due, and Bldg. 101, with your cépy 545 ,» but send a

allotment wes filed prior. . of allotment form 545, = _ letter containing
to deployment, ' B 7 the information
' ’ ' * UJs S, Navy Finance
T oy N . .. . _ Center, Cleveland,
A 77 Ohio 411 -

Your allotment check does Write your husband asking him to check with
not arrive when due, and MCB-53 "Disbursing Office for form 545, If you
allotment was filed after are in serious finaneial difficulty, see Navy
deployment began,. e+ Relief, _ "
You have a death, eritical Call Chaplain or Red - Contact your near-
illness;; or emergeney . in Cross: 294-4511, Ext. 615 - est local chapter
the immediate. family, tr Botal ) - of the Red Cross.

iW nokladini o ey _ 0 i iy
You have:a.death, critical: . Write your son or. husband to Anform him, In
illness,, or emergency. with . most cases do not expect him to come home, If

friend or relative. in doubt consult the nearest Red Cross Chapter.
You desire informetion . . Call the Navy Hospital at _Contact the nearest
concerning Medicare for . . . Quonset Point, 294-4511, ' Naval Base or
_dependents . ey s .. Station or a

Ext 3551 _ , _
ifs & . , Military Facility.

e : %



*¥You need transportation.to .. Call Navy Relief, 294-4511, Consult local

get yourself to a doctors; Ext, 3364 or Red Cross, Cross Chapter (2
etc. T 294-4511, Ext. 615 - all of them provid-
. , this serviee) or
hg : . your clergyman,
o S . : : \
You need emergency Call 294-~4511, Ext. 3350 Dial "O" %
ambulance service. for Navy Ambulance, Members y

of North Kingstown Ambulance
A33001at10n call Fire or
Police.

e A W G 'hwm#

“You have Tegal ‘problems ¥ '2%-'-2:5 ll, Es t.a8L " i e “"fC.ail "I.e‘E

and want free advice. = g Society".
You have legal problems .. DE=1-4665 Call "Legal Ai
and need a lawyer to "~ (Legal Aid Society) Society" or find
represent you, - GA-1-5740 a lawyer in the
-. (Lawyer Referral Service) yellow pages.
.
You have religious, Call 294-3311, See the clergyman
marital or personal Ext 346 (chaplam) . of your faith, or
prOblemﬂ. ; o §3 s e B ,‘ - "-*'-"“Ilealrest mi‘B 5
' : & e Py o SR L 30F - 3 PG
You have a financial Navy Relief, 294-4511, Contact nearest
emergency. Fxt 3364, Davisville Naval Base or "\
Credit Union, 294-3311 Station, and see
s Ext. 562 . Navy Relief or
[ e consult your lobq.l
gy S bankern
You do not hear from your . Write a short letter expressing your concern to
son or husband. after weeks, « his Company Commander: \
and weeks and weeks, . Commander Company 3 A

USN MCB FIFTY-THREE

FPO New York, N.Y. 09501 .
Remember, if anything happens to your man, you
will be rotified promptly by MCB FIFTY-THREE.

Mm i, s et S e , r.. . - '*_‘f-‘-—-—‘ :«‘,: . *w‘r -..—. “ - i

l. Most important for fast and accurate postal service, use a complete and .
correst mailing-address.

2. Normal transit time for meil-- *Average Time* 3
Air Mail Letter 3 - 4 Days
First Class Letter 6 - 7 Days
Air Mail Parcel Post 5 = 15 Days
4Lth Class Parcel Post 25 — 45 Days %
PAL ; | 5 - 15 Days o3
- SAM - 5 - 15 Days D
P
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3. Best Means - (a) Air Ml is the best and fastest way to get your -let‘térst"“'*‘-‘
and packages to your ‘Seabee, It is also the most expensive. :

1
L N

'.(b') PAL and SAM mail are your nest fastest means of getting a package to Vietnam
and it is much cheaper, Also, there is not much difference for time in transit.

(1) saM Parcels_(space-Av:ilnb1e Mail)

Third and fourth ¢lass parcels not exceeding 5 pounds in weight
and 60 inches in length and girth combined, Cost less than $2,00.

(2) PAL Parcels (Parpe_l Air Lift)

You pay the regular 4th Class Parcel Post rate of postage, And wit
an additional fee of one dollar ($1,00) your package is guaranteed
parcel air 1ift service on a space available basis. - :

(3) Slowest and Cheapest
Lth Class Parcgl_Post

~ he PACKING - Another importsnt item to remember is to pack all parcels well,
They have a 10,000 mile trip ahead of them, Thin cardboard boxes do not make
the trip, Use extra packing and stuffing, It may cost you a little extra, but
it will arrive in good condition, Your Seabee enjoys your cookies-—~but doesntt
enjoy crumbs, Ees A -



