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Told by the men who carried the carbines and ran the bulldozers, this book plunges deeply into Seabees' human
experiences that is all too quickly passing into history.




About the Book

A Salute to Our Veterans - Vignettes of the "CAN DO" Seabees takes the reader into the immensely intriguing would
of the U.S. Navy's Construction Battalions.

Deriving their name from the abbreviation of the term "Construction Battalion," the Seabees have a proud tradition of
building roads, airfields, bases and other military facilities under combat conditions, often on real estate that was being
hotly contested by U.S. and enemy troops. Often, the Seabees have causeways and serviceable roads in place within
hours of an amphibious landing, necessitating construction in areas that had not been entirely cleared of enemy troops.

This highly readable trade paperback presents the first hand accounts of 36 men from different backgrounds and eras that
are joined by the common thread of service with the Seabees.

Author Irene Dumas provides a glimpse of ordinary men who served in a most extraordinary organization in times of war
and peace. In her personable style, she tells a story that all members of the family can enjoy. Her stories richly portray
many major military and world events from the perspectives of those who actually lived through them.

Although the exploits of the Seabees in the South Pacific in World War Two are well known, some of their missions in
Europe, Korea, Southeast Asia and the Caribbean are less well known. Told by the men who carried the carbines and ran
the bulldozers, this book plunges deeply into human experience that is all too quickly passing into history.

About the Author

Born and raised in Trenton, NJ, she lived in Moorestown, NJ before moving to Florida when she retired from the
Department of Environmental Protection, where she worked as an Administrative Assistant. Now retired, she is a resident
of Waverly, Florida, moving to Florida in the summer of 2004. She had written an unpublished book called "Veterans and
Still Rollin" stories from veterans that were mostly WWII and still roller skating in 2003, and a Published book A Salute to
Our Veterans Vignettes of those who made a difference 1939 - 2000". That book has 45 Veterans stories from all
branches of the military service.

The reason she writes is so put in place is a permeate history documented for future generations, and that the men who
fought for our Freedom will never be forgotten.
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Je "HI.'P]I John Garotalo United States Navy

1217, LB (Seabees) World War Two
4" Mar. Div. {37 Bat) Ron-INarmur

20" Mar, Regiment Marshall Tslands
10/1942 — 11/25/1945 Sarpan - Teman

Joe was bom 15 November 19200 in the Bronx, New York, the
son of Mary and Frank Garotale,  Frank Garotalo was bom
Italy, immugrated to this country i 1917, and jomed the LS
Army a tew months thereatter, The elder Garotalo served saath
distinction in France with the 308" Infantry dunng Word War
Omne. His discharge papers seated he was an excellene soldwer, and
he became a htetme member of the Veterans ot Foregm Wars,

Joe prew up in the Bronx and attended Jocal schools wath s
sister,  Prior o s serace, Joo worked
for the Electnce Boat Company (ELCO)
i Bavonne, New Jersev, Along wath
Higgmns, ELCO was a pnmary suppher
of Patrol Torpedo (PT) boats eo the
U5 Navy,  Alchough his worke was
essential to the war etfore, Joo did not
want a strategic defercal, and decded o
enlizt

Joe tells about his World War Two
military expenences:

In October 1942, 1 enhsted in the U5
Navy bdeabees and began basic trmmng at Camp Bradtord,
Vinna in November. For a 22 year old aity bov, e was culture
shock, The condinons were primitrve, cold and muddy, We lrved
n tenes with no walkways, just mod. We piled snow aganst our
tents for mmsulaton, and although coal was scarce, we tned o
keep warm around one small pot belly stove mthe middle ot the
tent, Ohur urntorms did not At as every gamment was very lange
Later, I had mime provately altered,




We trmned daly m close order doll, ran the obstacle course,
honed our marksmanshp on the nfle range, and pracoced the
basics of demobtion and amplubwous landings,  The Marnne dnll
mstructors (1.1 were on top ot ug all the bme, as they wanted oz
to be hardened tor combat.  Some DLs was veterans of
Guadalcanal and they relaved ther expenences to us,  They
explaned the way the Japanese hght ac mught, as well as the
vanous booby eraps that were planted on roads, helds, velocles
and even bodies,  All this mtommaton ultimarely helped us a greae
deal. At Camp LeJeune and Camp Pendleton, the traming at
times was about 10 hours a day. That dudn’t mclude goard duty,
KPP was not very pleasane, an depended on whoever waz m
charge,

Abways 1 was thinking about the war, Am 1 tough l'.'!IIUUhI‘] (¥
surviver Wil I ever become a slackers How would T react seeng
the enemy Face to taces All these things wene thoogh oy mmnd,

After bve weeks, we lete Camp Bradtord and went on to Camp
Endicott m Dansnlle, BRI There, we recerved addihonal tramng
on the ntle range, and practced close order doll, bukes, and
ciahsthemes,  Dunng this tme, I had one "hberty™ and quuckly
tound a good Ttahan restaurant in Providence, Atrer enjoving the
Itahan food, my spints weree hited, teelng moree bt and seasoned
than when 1 started.  Aberwards, our battabon was then divded
i halt,

One halt went to Port Hueneme, Calitorma, and my halt was
shipped to Camp Lejune, North Carobna for adv anced traning,
We then became the 1217 Seabees as pact ot the -I" Marine
Division. We were re-designated as the 3 Bartalion, 20% Marine
Engneers, and 4th Manne Dhasion on 10 May 1943, Atter a tew
months at Lepune, we departed to Camp Pendleron, Calitomma,
Onee there we wene gven more advanced trawming m amphlobaous
maneuvers, bodge buwlding, marksmanship, demobnon and the
obstacle course,

In Jarmary 1944, we left San Diepe, Caliborma, sahng on the Uss
Wayne tor 10-11 days, Our Battabon landed on 1 Febrouary 1944
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continuously, The bullers pust mussed my back by inches, 1T could
see the bullets httinge a wall. T told the Manne below me to
exhale. 1 thoughe that was the end. However, it was not, as the
Japanese machine gunner was lalled moments larer,

Afterwards, 1 saw a marne staggenng n the area, He waz ot in
the face and could not see. 1 ran to him and he put hus ams
around me, He was about s feer tall and T was only abowe 5
teet, five mches tall T gave him some hme hard candv to sock on
and eook bim tooa corpgman, 1 never knew hig name, or what
happened to hom, Tt all happened oo fast Occasionally T snll
thurik of him.

Onece on parrol, 1 discovered a group of Japanese soldiers, 1
heard their vowces and actually smelled ther pungent odor,. Upon
my réturn from patrol, 1 rL'pL:lrt-::d this o Lt Robert Fiske, and
the 1217 Seabees and units of the 4® Marine Division were
alerred, and when 200 _]HFIH[]I'.'E'L‘ attacked an hour later, they were
all kalled,  For my role in this action m hilling the gap betaeen paro
front lme companies, 1 was recommended for the Bronse Star,

Sarpan — I — Plus 2 the beaches on Sapan were snll under attack
from Japanese artillery, Many tallen Marnmes that had died since
D-Day were snll on the beaches due ro the conditions that
existed,  The bartahon chaplan wag beggng for volunteers o
help remowve the bodies from the beaches tor ea bunal.  Many
men wiere asked o pertorm thig eask, but they couldn’ handle
I and teo other men volunteered, T chmbed oo a LV {track
vehucle), which had bule-in shelves to hold bodies thae weonld be
transported o a shup for thig purpose. The two men would pick
up 4 body and hand it eo me, which T would shde on a shelt
Proor to ghdmg the body in place, it had to lean on me n order to
bt e on a1 shelb Blood from wounds were all over my jacker. |
wias gaturated throughout. T was attacked by green andl vellomy
thes. They were all over my jacket. It wag a ternble HI,!EhT foer
anyone o see. Seabees and Mannes were pounng water all over
my jacket and used knves to cut the jacket off me, To ths day 1
stll get recurrences of that day, This happened 62 years ago. It
1% shill vivid i my mand,
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Navy corpsmen served with Marne bne umitz and were oteen
exposed i the open. On Sarpan, over 400 doctors and corpsmen
were kalled. The medical personnel stood ther ground and taced
chargmg  Japanese i many counter attacks,  They carned
wounided men out ot harm’s way, Another deeml T was assipmed
waz to recover wounded Mannes under biee, It was verv ditheult
tor carry 4 stretcher over soft sand, around bomb craters, tallen
trees, and all kinds of debnz while gething shot at

L ii.'lipur] three days atter "1 day, I entered a cave searching tor
souvenirs, 1 found a box that contuned a stack of d.]v-pn:lxlmurt'l'.
25 maps.  Each map was apprommately 4X4 n size, n full
color, and represented a aity on the mamnland of Japan, These
maps hsted the types ot bwbkdngs, and the name ot the
manufacturer housed o the essential stmoctuces, 1 omed ehe
maps over to ntelhgence, and they were very usetul in targer
ilenthicanon tor the heavy bombardment campagn aganst the
mam Japanese 1glands, 1 consder thos hnd ot great stratepe
InprOrtance,

It has been many years snce that nodent ok place.  In the
January 1993 ssue of V.EW. magazine there appeared a story
ited, ‘Wisen Achieved Intellpence Coup,” that detwled the
dhacovery ot the Impenal Japanese Army’s ordinance mventory
It hsted amounts, types, and manutacturers names and locahons
of the home slands, prondmg new fangets tor our B-29 1
found thes iwventory and have many watnesses to corroborate my
story, 1 feel the 121" NCB and the 4™ Marine Divigion deserves
the recogrunon for tis ind, T entered the cave alone and nsked
my hfe to hnd these maps and the Niser pot the creditt The
MNisel, however, contributed a great sernce to the fenminabon of
the wear m the Pacihie,

I was onsite inmedately atter the banza charge on Sapan,. We
must fave seen bao thousand bodies, mostly Japanese, but also
quite a few Amencans, The Japanese found bme to booby-trap
some of the dead othcers. The body of one otheer T was
PEEpArING o hum over was wired ro oo ;i:rL'rL:-LdL' as revealed by the
sun plimmerng on the black thread which led toa hidden hand
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The Seabees quetly warched, knowing m ome, they too would
wade ashore mto the helhish battle,  Erme’s landing parey from
the 62 Battalion went ashore on the second day wath the
Marines, with the remander of the outhit coming ashore over the
next few days

A peneral alarm was sounded 2 days atver D-Dhay, as a thght of
Japanese “Betty™ mediom bombers came ina tew feet above the
water to conduct kamikaze artacks,  Fortunately, most of them
were knocked down by the accurare antiorcraft hee from che
ships

During the first hour, Eoue and the Seabees dug toxholes, and
almost concluded the Japanese were atemd of Seabees, when the
first volley of morar rounds exploded on the beach a tew
hundreds vards above them

The Seabees of the 627 Barralion hugged the ground for most of
the next hour as they wathstood a ferocious Japanese arhllery
attack that completely wiped out a large Manne fuel and
ammuniiion dump. As the fist hght of dieam, Ermie and s
comrades got out of their our shallow toxholes to get a good look
at thus 1sland of Hell, and silently thanked God for watchimg over
them, Emue sad it was an expenence he wouldn™t want his lads
tor g through, but they had to do ok

Erme sad the sland was bombed so much that you wouldn®
thunk humans could posably Tve onoat The Japanese Ived n the
caves.  They were stll pulling live Japanese soldiers our ot those
caves when the war was over




detached from the Mannes to jom the Futth WNaval Construchon
Bngade on Guam

The Bactahon, once of letr the Umsesd Seates, became so Closcly
wennhed wath the Denl Dogs that e was called Naval
Construction Battalion, First MAC, almost mvanably,  The only
excephion  appears i othoal  correspondence between  the
Battahon and the Bureau of Docks and Yards, where the
designanon became (Naval Construchon Battahon, First MAC
(Fommedy 53" NCB). FEwven before gomge overseas, the Battahon
Irved], worked and traned wath Gyrenes,

The 53" Battalion had arnved ar Camp Elhoet, Cahtorma on 2
March 1943, and nme days later boarded a ship bound tor New
Caledorna. At the ome the smlors boarded the ship they had not
been rold it destmabon, and the big quesoon was, Where tor
This queston was tollowed the related challing questions, for how
long and whae are we gettimg ntor The doubts were unknosm
guaneities, but the reprets were well-known realities

John's ship arrved at New Caledoma on 25 March 1943, and they
l it were soon b know labor that made

their previous eftorts seem hke cluld’s
plav. To the preat mayornity of the new
Seabees, the sland  presented new
sights, smells, and sounds, just as the
solemin tradibional mvstenes of the
dl.-l.-||1 had been The Seabees of the
53" Battalon bualt a base wath the
matenals ther siseer shap camed trom
the Urnted Staces.  The men completed
4 base depot, enpneer  warehouse,
Croonzet hots, and  numerous roads
betore  they  lete the slind on 7

Oeeober 1943,
The next destnanon for the Seabees was Boogamnlle, landing

with the Mannes at Empress Aupusta Bay on 1 November, The
men of the 337 Battalion eamed their reputanion as bghters, and
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While at Netley, the g7h - 2 Section was transferred mto the
108" on 26 ".|1:ri| 1944 to parhoipate n the nvasion of
Nomuandy, France, We were domng the biishimg touches to the
Crueen Victona Hospatal, when T was sent to the Isle of Wight to
help set up lodgng and stores tor the rest of the batealon trom
Roseneath, Seotland

Captan Adolphus Davton Clardk, USN was in charge of the secret
mulberey floating hadbor and the 108" NCB would operare this
mant puzzle. Company “C7 was gven the pier heads, Company
“AY was gven the brealwater (phoemizes), Company “D7 was
gven the bndge spans called *whales.” Headguarters Company
wag placed where needed. Trammg areas were Selsey, Enpland,
Southampton, England and the Tsle of Wight

On 5 June a tug came as usual and toweed us out. However, i
kept poing and we asked our shpper, Ensign Ben Segelman what
gves and he sad we are gomg o do the job we have been
travunyg tor. It was an eene teehng, And then o make matters
waorse, our chiet Boatseean, Charcles Smuth, Bad a heart artack and
dhed durng the might, We arnved prim tor the bombardment, and
at “H™ hour the battleships and crmsers ot the US Navy blasted
thae '::'III..-IJI.-I. Beach where we were being held by the tug,
“uperman.’ 1 remember the shrapnel Iurrm;L our steel deck from
the German's 88°s, Then we s an LET pet a divect hat and loes
of land mines were :“«'.plmli:u;., That birst day was frustranng as
bodees Hoated by our per head, and then we were subjeceed o
the Lotbaratbe aie rmcs

The 200 foor long phoenix started their sinking on the 2™ day
By the third day thees were enough brealowarers set that we could
pull into shs llowr water, The Seabees worked day and mght and
on mnth day atter the munal landing, the tiese LST docked .|.1|-;l
unloaded its cargo, three days ahead of schedule,  The 108"

Seabees also sank the block ships that were used as breakwaters
Four days later, a stoom brewed, we had to abandon our peer
head the nest day as we lost three of our toar 60t spuds, and
one comer of the peer head was sunk. The storm was termble

T

Go to this link and read about the "CB" book.http://www.trafford.com/07-1410 Also can be found at Barnes &
Noble.



