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Captain’s
Corner

We have passed the mid-
PO4nt of ocur curkent deploy-
ment Lin Vietnam. We have had
a ptﬂtt Lo celebrate that
Landman and alao to cele-
brate the second anniversary
:H QUA  Xecommissdoning. Az

COMINGS AND
GOINGS AMONG
THE OFFICERS

New facea have appearsd a-
mong  the officer ranks as
of late with the arrival of

4 Lime of the deployment LCdr L.M. Larsen, Operations
we should pause 2o reflect SEidehn) HIJE 1E::. heds
oh gt sesmtithnencs, Bicaaion, Sl a3
*agé“:: A the future may CPR ROBERT K. MILLER tions Officer; Ens John

ielnatadt, Agssistant Pluus

Training Officer:; and

O
i
¥e have accomplished things which Ced { * - d
g4 which T did not think we were ca '3 Richard Mauch, Assistant
X
3

pable of, in ti-q frames that even the most eplimistic schedul-
EA would not believe. Oux deployment has months to go, and we

a
E
: Foxtrot Company Commander.
WLLL comtinue fo be cafled on fo pexfoam Seabee tupe miracles. % -
lea
p
c

Mauch 1s presently on
achment with Foxtrot Com-
any at the battalicn's roaok
crusher site at Vinh Dai.

Transferred to new duty

We axe ar outstandin Battalion and cach of us has xeasom fo be
proud of belonging :g MCB-53, :

Sofu§::ﬁ;:2c §¢4§ moRth 1 visited CB Team 5301 in thcir ;nmPtat
4R SR Auyer Provimce. Soc Taan £ about 100 miles stations fra conpletis

S5¥ of Saigon and oun team Represents :h;gonty Seatee presence Eﬁ:li rtour: 10? d:ts Hi:g
4n the Provimce. I spoke to Axmy, Navy and Naxine Coxps Offdc- MNCB-53 are LT Peter Madden,
exs, and also Lo U.S§, Civilians and each of them spoke highly now the Okinawa repreaenta-
od the Seabeea., But the important thing L& the Aepufation =the tive to the Orfficer in
Team has with the Vietnamese. They Loo, axe Loud Iin thedin Charge of Construction, Far
praise of CB Team 5301, When <the teawm feaved Soc Taang they East; Chaplain J.R. Fiel,
wWLll Leave behind mamy {xiends, a wealth of good will, and many now with the ird Marine Div-
exampled of theda skill, and their haxd Wokk. The xedsf of us én  4sion at Dong Ha, Vietnam;
the Baltalion carn be paoud of our team. Not evexy man in the and LT William Johnson, now
battalion can quatigg dor Lhis Lype of duty, and the choices we Assistant Public Works Offi-
made last Fell axe obviously good ones. cer &t the Naval Ammunition

1've also been a {requent visifor at the Vimk Dai site, where Depot, Crane, Indiana. LT
Wwe opexafe fwo 200 ton pea  hour xock cauaﬁtm*, an ajphalt Joseph Marold, the Battalion
plant, and asphalt pavers. The Vimh Dai detail is also compos- Dentist, was transferred to
ed of selected individuals, 190 dtnong. The chow at Vinh Dad 48  the Naval Air Station, Quon-
40 good that the Seabee galley feeds many of the Marine <Lroops get Point, Rhode Island. He
<n the axea. Good chow 48 mot the only reason for Winh Dai hqw- was on his first deployment
evex; the mem of Foxtrot Company have & different Ltype of job with the battalion when he
Lhan most of us at DaNang, and Zhe Livin conditions af the preturned to Conus on emerg-
dite are not ad good ad they are in Da ang. In spite of Lhat ency leave and was ‘then
Lhe men of MCB-53 continue <the outstanding pexformance §ox transferred to a shore sta-
which they are noted. tion.

We have already begun plamming for the Chuise Book. 1 was not
pleased with Last years Crudfse Book and {rom the way the Batta-
Lion sfayed away {rom buying them, nelther wexe you. Your Spee-
Lal Seaviced money had Lo pay for the books. ALZ the books. We
have over a hundred of them Ledt and 1 do pot want a arepeat
peaformance .Lhis year. Thearefoxe, 1 have instructed the Crulse COVER SHOT
Book Editox, ENS MCVICAR, fo proceed with a Cruise Book outg_ii EAZ Chaxles Guenzel sig-
the Balifalion really wants ome. A centain p:&ctntnit of Specia nals "Good Limel"™ While
Seavices money always goes imto the Crucse Book, the remainder Laying out a site f{on <the
comes from those who oader the book. This year we will "pre Camp Momnahan ghqui.
sell" the Crulse Book, and if the demund is not auiﬁ¢c¢tn1- we
will xefund the money amd not have a Cauise Book., 1£'s up to
yout.
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LCDR D.L. Forney
takes over as XO

LCdr W.A. Simmons was re-
cently relieved as Executive
Qfficer of MCB-53 by LCar D.
L. PForney. LCdr Simmons 1is
currently under instruction
at Stanford University, Cal-
ifornia.

Born in Mount Holly
Springs, Pennaylvania, LCdr
Forney received g Bachelor
of Science Degree in Elect-
rical Engineering from Penn-
sylvania State Univeraity in
1960 and & Master of Science
Degree 1in Electrical Engin-
eering from the University
el Michigan in 1966. He en-
tered the U.5. Navy through
the Naval Reserve Officer
Training Corps and was com-
missioned an Ensign in the
Civil Engineer Corps upon
graduation from Pennsylwvania
State Univeraity.

LCdr Forney's previous as-
slgnments includa duty at
NAS Cecil Fleld, Florids as
Transportation Ofricer: at

NAS Adak, Alaska as Assis-
tant Resident Officer-in-
Charge of Construction; at

NOP Louisville, Kentucky as
Public Works Officer; at the
University of Michigan for
duty under dinstruction: at
PWC Yokosuka, Japan as Main-
tenance Control Officer and
Operations Officer: and at
OICC, Far East as Deputy. He
reported to MCB-53 1n June,
1368, as Operations Officer,
becoming Executive Officer

CAMP HASKINS NORTH, DANANG, VIETNAM

XO0’s
Column

MCB FIPTY-THREE was orig-
inally commissioned on 22
December 1942 at Camp Allen
in Norfolk, Virginia. The
Battalion compiled a proud
and enviable record in such
locations as Guadalcanal,
Bougainville, Villa Lavella
and Guam before being inact-

ivated at Bikint Atoll in
August 1946,

With the conflict in
Southeast Asla and the re-

sulting need for additional
construction battalions, MCB
FIFTY-THREE was recommis-
sioned on 30 June 1967 at
CBC Davisville, Rhode Is-
land. This month marks the
second anniversary of the
recommissioning.

Our accomplishments of the
past two years have added to
the proud record started by
our predecessors of World
Wer II. Those of you who
were with the battalien last
year 1n Camp Adenir recall
the censtruction of the
first ‘two  Ammi bridges in

RVN, the IIT MAF Combat Op-
erations Center, the many
new facilities at the NSA
Hospitel, the large covered
sStorage complex at the NSa
Covered Storage Compound,

the EM Club at Camp Tien'Sha
and the many other combat

of the battalien 1in May, support construction pro-
1969, Jects for the III Marine
the ESPRIT of 53
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LCdx D.L. Foaney

Amphibious PForge.

2ls0 remember the
rogk crusher
to everyone's

You will

1ittle
at CaLu that,
surprise ax-
cept ours, kept putting out
crushed rock while other
larger and more sophistica-

ted cperations had their
problems.
Many of the officers and

men of this year's Advance
Party must have tired of my
reninder that a battalion
must start the deployment in
high gear or never reach its
promise. Little did any of
us know at the time that the
THIRTIETH NCR was about to
lock us 4n high gear by as-
signing to the battalion the
Automatic Data Processing
Bullding and the FIRST FSH
Complex at FLC, DaNang, the
finishing stages of the Li-
berty Bridge, the MACG 18
Headquarters, the emergency
reconstruction of Camp Mona-
han, Freedom H1ll Bowling
Alley and Red Cross Build-
Ing, the new Army Amtracks
Cantonment and the Lang Co
Bridge--all high priority
projects. We have also been
assigned projects for the
Army 5SHth TC, the Marines®
Northern ArtilleryCantonment
and other smaller projects
in the DaNang area. In addi-
tion, twenty-rive percent of
the battalion personnel are
attached to the rock crusher

and asphalt Detail at Vinh
Dai.
Completion of these high

priority Jobs has demanded
long and hard hours, and
each one of you can be proud
of a job well done. When the
long hard hours are behind
and the results are more
clearly seen, you will be
even prouder. The Seabess
have a proud and respected
name, and it is because of

Cont on Page 15
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Down in the Delta...
with Seabee Team 5301

The Seabee team, perhaps reputation. COperating out gent to the team from a
beat described as 13 Sea- of Soe Trang in Ba Xuyen special reception center
bees fUnctianing a3 a one Province, the 13 man tean near the olty of Bal Xau
Zan gang, has shown itself has been hard at work on and are trained on the job
L0 be a useful tool for en- nearly a doxen construction by team members. In addi-
gendering good will and projects using local labor. tion to the Hol Chanh, the
Talsing the standard of 1i- And that 18 the key to the team trains many South
Ving in foreign countriesn. whole program--working with Vietnamese war refugees.
Though not specifically the people and teaching Soime of the projects in-
Created for the Vietnam them the skillas that create alude:
conflict, it has proved its A more prograssive attitude ®Conatruction of a high
¥orth time and time again toward education, asanita- school ‘at Bal Xau. So frar
An winning the alleglance tilon, nutrition and hous- the team has f1lled and le-
of the Vietnamese commo ing. veled the site, raising it
i MCB-53's team has been a total of 2.5 fast.

Since its arrival in the eapecially involved with SAddition of a 10' X 20!
Mekong Delta 4in March, Sen- training the "Hoi Chanh," :lassroom to the school at
bee Team 5301--the first Viet Cong who have awitched Long Phu. Local 1l1aborers
such team to ba organized thelir alleglance to the have been laying block un-
by MCB-53--has already done South Vietnamesa govern- der team member supervi-
much teo enhance the Seabee ment. The Hol Chanh are aion.

"Construction of & ware-
house for the province hos-
pital The alte [for the
Butler building warehouse
ha already been cleared
and prepared.

*Ereation of = headquar-
ters bullding for the wil-
lage of Phe Me. MNow com-
pleted, this h some 20" X
35' masonr building con-
sdats of four rooms.

One of the future proj=-
ects 1s the repalr of the
Dai Hai village
Jhellfire damaga

and 1

yea Team Pén

0 weeks preparing fo
thelr deployment. iraining
included a one week escape
and survival course, a two
Weak project training
course at Gulfport, Missis-
8ippl, and a three week
language course at Port
Hueneme, California.

BUZ PDanrny 6. Smith (behind
column) {rom Brookhavem, Miss-
t48ippl, shows txaimees how fo
el up the {orm {ox a concaite
colump., Made up of wax Aef-
ugeed and formex Vied Coni,
the tradinees are Learning the
SR{LEs that will help them xe-
build Scuth Vietnam,
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in the p
Xuyen, Th
part of th
ed Uiifﬂﬂ
bullding.

.
& now tomplet-
[

headquarten

5301 at Soe T hg Leave thein

trainees.

L ¥ d
Leaching South Vietnamese

Boats dock along the
banks of one of zhe many
canals that intealace
the cities and villages
in @ Xuyen province
where Seabee Team 5399
{4 working. The canals

A¢ the principal means
0f Zxansportation, e4-
peciatly during the mon-
soon Seadon.

Bullder Lraimees ol Sea-
bee Team 5301 pour col-
umns af Phe Me village
rovinee of Ba

columns axe
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COOKING UP A STORM

Cne of the biggest morale
bocsters throughout de-
Ployment 15 the Quality of
Redls mervead edch day in a
unit's mass hall, And al-
though you w1ll almoat al-
Ways hear complaints on
n?{;hing t?at 13 affiliated
Wi Serving the ublic
MCB-53'g cooka havep heard
relarively few for the pos-
itien they're in.

Working rre= 1300 one day
to 1300 the following dav,
these cooks have their work
CUt OuUt for them. Anm it ia
now. set up, the cooks work
on a two wateh basis with
three men to each watch.

When the battalion to

rt

- E

The men who put together that good Mi-u :hfw axe rbigs ;Ef;
K Left to right) CS3 G.H. MNickiien, (53 Ec{ «ca.:,‘ ;l_; E‘f:“!
erer  Camp Haskins Nor Green, CS1 Robex Nichols, [dront Row, Lefl Lo xight S

the galley was 1in need of Bruce Maland, CSI Lonnie Stanfoxd, TN D.S. Picache, and CSI
considerable  improvement. John Oaks.

Under the direction of (81
John Daks, Petty Officer in
charge or the galley, work

plete field day for sanita- morning. He also puts toge-
xhes beFun Eo improve the tion purposes, Then thew ther the midnight rationi
A0h o W N ’ Lo e AN ‘or the security force, and
i R R g e L ncEatnec T tor thecsedurity. forody
First they held a com- {;:‘1;'ih:“iégslfjviﬁ:qug; ;;_thr fob sites the next
area t mprove rn:#»arunon da)
and o sanitation
Finally , ovVer-
all mai sheck o
the equi
ur m aw
produc a
the 3r hi
Forse r
Logist FL
a 28 dq 2
Comman red
méenueas
through
Called CB
when exp n |
nited Wrackeg
thelir cooks put
together servings or an
additional 500 men, as well
as the 550 in our CAamp .
Thay Involved in these
ies 1

‘or 3 days.
glse 20 mess
the commiass-

4]

ot

L+ ]

CS1 Roger Nichols takes in-

= =3

ey work in tne .
Disproving the old saying scullery, deep  ainks, “;?Eg;?a i:oi:s:!;:iafnfjtf
that foo many cooks spoil Chiefl's Mesa, PFirat Class 2£¢¢a&uﬂﬂn Nlcholi  ti the
the stew axe [Left to Mess, the mess deck and the ety of{lcer Zn chexge o
Alght) TN Picache, (52 Ma- serving line. Eh g “the alley weti
Land, CS3 Ross, and CS51 The night baker prepares 5::2;:§ 8 ’
Stanfoxd. pastries for the following .
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BRAVO
COMPANY
SHOPS

"EVERY DAY IS A CRISIS" 80
reads the sign over the door
to the shop area. Those 1in
the shop are in charge of the
Battalion's camp malntenance
and project support. They are
well known for thelr ability
to do a great deal with very
little.

oo

Under ¢ nervd P CEZ James Scauggs (Ledt) {rxom Wadfey, Georglia, anmd CECN
vnder the 3upervi o1 » I ' i ] e . v : h -
UTC James W. Morris TE_ Kennelh Hubbs {rom Phoenix, Anizona, bend fLwo {nch con
man shop ocrew hand Shy dult for the electrical system of the new automatic conm-
LRt 2 ) i o - walhad 44y ol a = :
problem that arises the cxete bateh plant operated by Alfa Company.
camp. Their rates co
construction electric
tilitliesmen, builde
steelworkers. Keeping
ttalion supplied with
is the maln function
construction electr
Their skills are forev e
ing called upon to rep 5
replace faulty ele 2
BRER th
(da
hi

1 : CE? Gary Welles [right) {xom

W2 Lean Kowalski fxom Wifdesbarre, Pennsylvania, and

e - _ Dafae&t,sﬂ4c@; an, 5aba2- CE3 Bruce Reese grom McKees-
y cates a 4iexidie connect- at, Pennsylvania, instafl o-
SW3 Bext Noles £J'lom Saraso- * at Braveo Compan poaLl, '.-F ¥

ta, Florida, bends sheet me- :;:pa. pany mq&qencyt_aQLtEhea to Zthe Ad-

fal on the E&zdk* miniitrative axea.

-
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Wreckage {Lies through
the alx as salvage
crews Load dump taucga
at Camp Monahan. Studs
for  the chow hatl axe
deen in the backomound.

23 days in May

REBUILDING CAMP MONAHAN

Sconer or later nearly
évery Seabee on deployment
in Vietnam learns to expect
the unexpected. So when a
brush fire set off an ammo
dump explosion at ASP 1
near DaNang on Sunday, A-
pril 27, no’one was really
surprised to see g cleanup
crew from MCE-53 move into
one of the leveled Marine
camps--Camp Monahan--a faw
days later and begin clear-
ing the tangled wreckage,

In fact, no one was real-
ly surprised when CDR R.K.

Miller, Commanding Officer

of MCB-53, gave the job top
priority and assigned every
available man--from builder
Lo barber--to the job site
to begin cleaning up and
rebullding the camp.
"Everyone did a little of
everything," saild LTJg Max

A. Werner, one of the su-
pervising officers. "The

men worked in their rates,
Outside thelr rates and a-
round their rates. One of
the men even went around
calling himself an 'EQ-BJ-

The original completion
date was set at May 30, but
after watching the men
"turn to" for a few days,
the officers in charge mov-
ed the date up to May 23.
And "turn to" 1is exactly
what the men did. Within

three weajps they put up 100 the bullders and steelwork-
buildings which included 739 ers of Charlie Company. the
Southeast Asta huts, a 500 main eontractors for the
man galley, two 40' X 100 Job. With their dedicated
Butler bulldings, an enlis- hammers and welding torches
ted mens club, a non-com- they did more than any o-
missioned officer's elub, ther single company in
i chapel, two office build- bringing the Job to an eap-
ings, five showers and a 1y completion.
Eenerator shed. During this But. the H Company crews
time the men used 125,000 also "d1d4 an exceptional
board feet of 2" X 4"3 ana Job in keeping ahead of the
5,000 pounds of nails. The bullders,” s=aid LTig Wer-
galley alone uzed 12,000 ner. They were assigned the
board feet of 2" X 4"g, Job of tearing down the
Most of the oredit for bulldings, tacking the re-
the actual bullding goes to usable lumber and tin, and

A ...‘ - 1
With comcrete up Lo thein knees two buildess Lay the stab
ch a bufcea buifding white a TN driver guides the flow {rom
£4 Lhuck,
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Seabees on a hot Lin noof
nail down sections of sheet
mefal om a portion aof the
chow hatl.

>

cked by shop crews.
en the Marines fin-
ved back inte thelr
th fere more than
a at's why
b re in the
1 pport the
arn units in
up etham.
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CIVIC ACTION
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At Vinh Dai

AWARDS CEREMONY

Ten men from Foxtrot Com-
pany were presented awards
and Certiflcates of Appreci-
ation by CDR R. K. Miller
during an Awards Ceremony
held at the battalion's rock
cerusher site in Vinh Dat.

-

-ommissaryman Second Class
Charles Maitland was awarded
the Navy Unit Commendation
Medal Tfor services rendered
at the United States
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