


PAGE 2

CAMP HASXINS KORTE

, DAMAND, VIETNAM APRIL 1959

Seabees of MCB 53 Roll up Sleeves
As They Begin Second Deployment

The Seabees of USN MCE=53 began their
by relieving MCBE-22
Undar the commend of
the TO00 men from NCB-53 will

of Vietnam
Vietnam.

publie
Dalang,
CRC. USH,
Herthern 1 Corpa ares.
The Advanpe Party
ruary 14, 1968
fliglit oarried
gugoessifully oompleted
alsgc aspured a smooth arrival
nepegpary preparations  to
goon arfter arrival as nuﬂn!hlﬂ.
The main  body arrived in

flighta had 215 passengers, 189 passengers,
twe wars
. passengers respectively.

respectively.
pagaengera and

The fllghts
shopd
DaNang, The other
Honolulu, Hawall;

dimilar o last deployment,
Lhe battalion 'will be working
mainly In the DaNeng area.
However, many of 53's Seabess
will ‘he ‘pent Lo diffsrent
trouble ppots to clear roads
and egnstruct Bulldings, helo
piada. and alrlfields.

MCE=53's- previcous tour of
duty ranged as far ‘south as
Hol An and B2 Tar north as
sanh. Although the majority. ol
Lhe Lroops were stationed 4in
DaNang, detachments were scat-
fered across. the T Corpa: in
guppert of Ameriecan and Alliled
Farcesn.

Wlth the new deoloyment, new

The last

fallowed two

Khe

defackhments are under way. The
battalion's Foxtrot Company
nas already sgettled at Vinh
Dal, a rock crusher site ap-
proximately slx miles from the

DMZ. This 175 man company will
cperate in that =rea until the
battallen returns to homeport
sometime in the £211 of 1565,
F3's Gegbhee Team. 5301 has
started work 1n the Msikong
Deltva Reglons. Thelr objectlve
15 Lo work with the pecple and

to inecreage thelr skills in
the different construction
Tields, This 13 man  tesm,

headed by LT)E Louis M. Smitn,

CEC, USNER, &ars +the only meén
from MCB=53 who will work out
of the I Corps ares during the
deployment.

An glgnt .  men detachmént
under LT William Johnson was

for MCBE-53 arriv
and TFebruary 18, 1969 respectively.
82 méen while the see

the egquipmen

Ees

in Anchorage, Alaska and Yokota, Japan prior to
route had layovers
Gugm, and the Fhillippines.

gecond tour dn the Re-
et Camp Haskins Morth,
Commznder "R.K. Miller, gent south of DaNang to
gperate throughout the g¢omplete the Liberty

Bridge. LT Johnson replac-

ed In two flights on Feb- ed LT g Max A. Werner who
The first slipped a8 disc. 'The son-
hd carried 38. These men atruction of the bridge

and cemp turnover. They was astarted by MCB-3.

for the main bedy and made the The detachment will algo
the battallon funectioning as complete both approach-
ez to the bridge and bulld

five flights. The first three tWo 60 foot guard towers.
and 165 pasasengers Although MCBE=53 has been
carge flights and had only 17 ir Vietnam a matter of
weaka, they are already
routes to DaNang. One route had operating with the sxper-

lenege arnd
rom thelr
ployment to

akllla gathered
pravious
Vietnam.

refadhing

Callifornia: da -

£

in Oakland,

. 1nven-
t e SK3 A.E. Stephens (left) and
Bl F.C. Heosinskl unpack mountout boxes
in preparatlion for MCB-53's gsecond de=
pleyment in the Republie of Vietnam.

Hoggle (center) takes
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30TH NCR CO AND
RELIEF VISIT MCB-53

Cgptain J.7. Flzher, reliev-
ad Commanider of the 3I0th Naval

Ion truetion Regiment, and
Captain J.E. Fowell, Captaln
Figher'd rallal, toured

MOBE=-53"'s Camp Heskins Nortlh
shortly ‘after the Eattallon

arrivaed ln-countiry to be
bplefed on the hattalion's
progreas 'to date.

Commander 'R.K. Miller, Com-
manding Offiger of MCE-G3, and
LAleutenant Commander D. L.
Ferney,  Cperations OQfficer of
MCB-53, brielsd Captaln Flsher
fand Cmptn1u Powell an the bat-
tallon's homepert tralning,
both millitary and profeasional,
and the current projects as-

glgned to MOB-53 while deploy-
ad Lo Vietnam.

The homeport military traln-
ing at Camp Fogarty, dhode
Island and Camp LedJeuns, Horth

faroling wes B meler polint of Captain J.R. F isher (second [rom leFtJ..U?mmandEr UF

he dimcussions This sublect the 30th "'f Construction Heglment at the leeﬁ,ﬂﬁd

being extremely lmportant AF Captaln J. rowell (second from right), Captaln b;qh-

the EBattalion 18 te Tunetion er's ?*P} cement, pause *HE a nunﬂHE wiph Commanger

pe & moblle construction unlt Miller t), Commanding Officer of MCUCE-H3; arnd 1[-1uLl—-

Iy Vietnam. tenant Commander Forney,; HMC —Jj‘a Operatliona cfficer,
The major projects asslgned during & brlefing at E,h—JJ 3 Camp Haskina North.

to the battellen were coversd
g3 well The Liberty Bridge,
started by MCB-3, 1= e be
completed by MOB-53. -Onge com-
pleted, this bridge, located
21 miles soutlh oi Wallgng, will
provide a eritieal link 1ln the
ti‘*hay aystem of the An Hoa

Yalley reglon.

The eonstruction of a Dats
Progcessing bullding at ths
Force Loglstios Command is a=
fiokhe> proJect that will re-
quire a great deal of time and

effort. on the part of MCB-53.
Given =speclzal sttentlon due
3 . to the Importance of their
> misslon was & 17H man detazch-
M(‘F_SE ' ment ta Vinh Bai. The detach-
&S T et ment, loeczted nhear the CME,
: will produce rock  for  the

Lines of Communlicatlon Program
as well as produce and place
asphaltic conerete on Houtes
1 and 9 £fn the Northern I
Corpe Tactical Zone.

Commander Miller fright} presents the "Battalion Mot-
to! to Captain Fisher during the 30th Naval Construc-
tion Hegiment Commander's visit to the battalion's camp
The flag was given to the command as the "Battalion
Motto" By LCdr Shackelford, who served as MC2-53's Op-
eratlcong Qfficer during the first half of the battal-
icn's last deployment to the Republic of Vietnam.
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Seabee Of
The Year

Egulpment Cperator Ssaond
Class L.L. Losee, USN, aon
of Mr. and Mrs. Raymoud Lo-
dea of Nappanee, Indflana,
was recently named USN -MEB-
53's "Ssates of the Year"
for 1965.

Caprain’s
Corner

We have been back in Viet-
nam for: over s month: Gur
homepeort peried was & frult-

ful ene, climaxed by a wvery o = Petty Officer Losse's olt-
PR o DR H.K. Miller eLty wildaer Losssg :

suceessful Adminlatrative Cl ation read in part: "...Your

Inspedtlon by COMCBLANT snd performance during the re-

hls staff, The {impression MCB-53 left with the inspection cent deployment to RVN was
stall was excellent. Captain Iselin said we were rqadyL in o1 a highly professional na-
every respect for depleyment and were peepared to undertake ture. Your work within the

ny conatructlon project which might be assigned to us, battalion and on detachment
We have already proved that. The aseond day we woere In- to Khe Sanh duriog the TET
eountry we were workding on  the two highest priority cons- affensive was unéumpl[uhed

atruction prejects An the I Corps Tactical Zone--the Data in such a manner as to bring
Frocessing Faollity for Force Logistics Command and the Lib- oredit to yourself and your
erty PBridge across the Thu Bon River. The Data Processing battallon. Thisg performanae
Job la so Impertant that the Commandant of the Marine Corps of duty 1a 1in keeping wilth
himself ls monitoring our progress. Our missfon in Vietnam the higheat traditiens of
18 to support the Marines in the I Corps and we are doing it +the military service.,.,"
well. Petty Officer Losee was
| These Important Jjobs would never have been assigned to MCE- ane of four MCB=57 Segbewms
' 53 had not. the 3rd Navasl Construction Brigade and the 30th  that went bo Khe Sanh when
| Naval Construetion Regiment had falth in our abfility. Our the battalion [flrst arpived

reputatlicn 1s belng enhanced by your performance. . &t Camp Adenlr, DaNang Eaat,
Den't let the performance go to POT! Yag pol, or "tea, Vietnam, in January 1968,
"graza," "weed," "Mary Jane," "MJ" or whatever, marijuana is The cltatfon went on to

potentially very dangerous, "Experiments" with drugs ¢an  say, "In &ddition te yaur
lead to progresalive deterdoration--mentally, physieally and work 1n the conatructlion
merally. Firat af all, you are viewed 2z someone who lacks equipment field, vyour tire-
emetlonal stakility and reapect for the law, If you Eet  less efforts {n the tralning
gaught uging drugas 1llegally in the military—and those who of funlor peracnnel relflect
Ery 1€ usually do get caught--you'll have & mark on your re- the Seabee "CAM DO" spirif."

gord that will ¢lose many doors to Jobs on the outsids-——-and Petty Offiger Losee sttend-
that's where you'll wind up, if not ir Jall. e Hapannee  Hilgh Sophaol.

Delore you do get caught, you'rve & sscurity risk. Youw can He  jolned  the Navy ip Feb-
be blackmailed. You might overlock or ignore proper ssouri- ruary, 1955, =nd reported o
Ly measures. You're a loser all ground and there im no Poom MCB-53 1n Aprill, 1987. He
for you in the Kavy. Ask yourself 1f you would trust your then deployed wlth the bat-
Fate ta one who 1s on marijuana. That's exactly what could telion to Vietnam 1in . JTafi-

fappen 10 one of our posts weres manned one night by  some ary, Ig6d.
misgulded Seabee who "Just wanted to iry it" while CHARLIE Egqulpmeni Cperator Lases
ls throwing RPO rounds our way . iz presently recuperating at

Remember, even though marijuana is relatively easy to come the Newport WNaval Hospital
gy over here; the price of cheap klcks on drugs is pretiy from injuries suffsvad in a

higks. ear. geecldent.
p=#§H KEEEF (OFF THE GRASS!
&
£
L]
< The Esprit Of 53
Command I O e L di i i v sin s s CDR R.K. MILLER, U3}
| Exgsutive BDIfricer......i..- <ievewss.LCDR Wk, SIMMONS, USH
Pabldie Mifades BP0 0Er. . s ramr e LTyG B.L. CRAIN, USKR
Edibaralirammmnmstuny e w903 FOF, HUTEHINS, USK
| Aaslatant Motbedce e sesiceeeis vaena W DUCH RoJ. ALBEREZ, USH
3 T vl e rc § o o = o O vewsmmmas Bl P, J. MCTNERNEY, USH

EC3 B.4. WATSON, USH

The ESFRIT of 53 is a service publicstion publishesd month-

1y 2% the MNavy Pubiications anc rylse Bransh
offiece, Rjukyus, The ESPRIT of 53 iz oum utilizing
appropriated funds, Ssubseoribes to the A 25 Press
Service, and Iz printed in accordance wi P=3
Statements and opinicns contalned herein are ﬁ:£ to be

!
gonatrued aa those of the Denartments of Defense or
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New X0 Joins 93

LCdr "W.A. ‘Simmona Jolned
MCE=53 in March ag Executive
Officer, replacing LCdr D.-L.
Forney . dcking Executive Of-
EL e

Lddr S8immons was bern in
Wilscn, North CaErolina. He
attended the Unlted Ztates
Naval Academy, eEradugting In
1958 with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degppes, and he recelved
hHia Bachelor of Civll Engin-
gardng degree TIrom Rensse-
Laer Polytechnleal Instltute
in 1860. He wae commlssloned
gn Erisigh 4in the Civil En-
ginecring Corps upon gprodu-
atlion from the Naval Acade-
M

LCdr Simmans' previcus as-
glgnments Iinclude duty at
Nerlfalk Naval Alr Statlon as
Houslng Offleer and Agsl
Lant Malntenance Lffinur

from July 1958 to August
1960. Aftar completing the
eight week gourse at the

Corpsman
Wounded

Hoapltal Corpaman Third
Claga Claude: W. Billman Jr.
was wounded when the weapons
carrisr In whilch he was rld-
ing: catruck g land mline at

MOB~-53'a rock quarry site
lagated: 10 miles: west of
Winh Daf

The Corpaman was enroute

to the ald of & wounded G.1I.
from the Army's Commanche
Tank Divisien, whe had been
hit Ly AK-4T7 snl Tire,
The wounded Armyman was =
crew member of &8 tank that
had Just finished blasting
the arss from which the en-
emy fire wWas now coming.
They ware sltuated on the
hill adjacent to the one
Corpsman. Billmanr was on.

& hurried radlie eall for
a4 corpsman ‘brought Pstty G-
figer Billmarn: to the adjac-
eyt hi1ll -ard while he was
traveling: up 1t the mline
was detonated by The welght
of the wespons carrder. Beth
men wepe MEDEVACED shortly
afterward to an Army hosplt-
2l 1n Quang Tril, Vietnam, fo
recuperate from their wounds.

Civil Engineer Corps School
at Fort Husneme, Calif., he
gerved 8% Asslstant Fublic
Works Officer at HKAS San-

-

ford, Plorida, Trom Novem=

Ber 1460 to September 1962,
He then went to KAS Bar-

bers Folnt, Hawzll where he

b= )

acted as ssistant Fublie
Works Offiocer from October
1962 o Junes 1964, when he
was ordered tc the District

Public vorks Office, Four-
teenth Haval Bistrict, Pearl
Harbor, Hawall, where he wan
RKesident Offlcer in Charpe
of Constsuction rfow Housing
from June 1968 to Aupust
-|'-Jr.1

P":m 1965 until
ODetober 19067 he was the Per-
ponnel Ald and Administra-

September

tive Asslstant to the Deputy
of Naval OCperations (Logia-
tica) in Washington, D.Cs
where he wWwas promoted to his
preagent rank 1n December
1966.

VIETNAM

APRIL 1569

Slmmens

Lidr W.A.

In Oetober 1967 he report-
ed to MCB-T1 where he was
Operations DOfflcer untll Moy

1968 when He became Execu-=
tive OQIflicer. LCdr Slmmons
then came to MOB=53 in March

1969 as Exesutive Officer.

LCdr Simmong ig marrled to
the former dale Klelman of
Pearl River; New York, and
they have two daughters,
Sandra and Krilstin.

X0’s Column

by LCdr W.A. Simmons

Aa we begin our second de-

ployment to Vistnam, 1t 1s8
well: to pauss To ”r=t~
why we, =3 Amerliecans, &are

here, how fthis 3‘_=£T< ouT
ayeryday actlong and what
respensibllities 1t creates.

The United States ol Am-
eniﬂr was reguested by the

Fietnamese Covernment %
siat in preventing the Impo-
gltion of Communist riule on
the people of Scuth Vietnam,
the majeorlty cof whom do not
want to be b,xE“PEF by the
communiists, i C“rEL”J?EE
response to that reguest, we
are here Tor a sﬁLurh de-
ployment to ¢ontipue tTo sSup-
port the fight, which iIs for

=

n

the people,; noi the real es-
tate ol this country

If you want land, 211 Jou
have to do is put a fence a-
round: 1t and defend it a-
gainst 211 opposition. How-
ever, to win the pecple, you

must convinece them ¢f your
purpose  and strengthen them
in their purpese to retaln

thelr fresdom.

In our lay to day actlons
which are slmost oonatantly
obgerved Dby the Vietnamass,
and  of course, in all our
deallngs directly with them;
we must endegveor teo act as
guests 1In  this country and
treat them wilth the same re-
apect we expeat

iends and shipmates

Haw would we
evan:  cemgnd, that visitors
In our ecountry act toward
us,. our wives,. gur cugtoma;
and religlious beliels? Many
rules of thumb have been de=-
veloped for how to bz the
best ambazsadors 71 A < F o
aountry; such as tha MACY
Hine ‘Rules, 'but underlying
gll =f +these is the canmaon
sense Golden Rule. It ecan be
expanded ang stretehed: a do-
zgen different ways, hWut 1f
we Etreat them the way we
would Iike them teo treat us,
our Jeb here will be much
egsiser and that of the VO
cadre and reerulter will he-
come impossible.

expe”t yas

from  our
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Pulpit Power

You Think You
Have Problems

You're fed up. Just can't
take 1t any more. Every-
thing 18 beginning to bug
you--everyone I1s jumping en
your back all the time—-wiszh
they'd leave you alone.

You'lre distouraged---the
Job I getting old = the
peoplé here could care less
what you're trying te do for
thelr country--wou've been
stuck an sone mickey-nouge
clean up detall every month-
~don't get along with +thHe
creawlogder--he doesn't know
as much about the Jjub as you
ALiow,

You're lonelye—— 10,000
miles 18 & long way--it's
beerr two, weeks since your
glrl; ‘or your wife, wrote
you=-don't they realize how
muoch you need thelr letters-
=you'd’ rather be back home
and out of thls crazy war--
besides they nesd ¥ou baock
home,

Qulte often we think thas
the preoblems we have: the
lonelinens, discouragement,
despalr are uniquely our
nroblems——ye e alone in
these diffloulties., Row=
ever Jus2t for the wrecopd,
there was & fellow a while
back whe had & pratty rough
row-te-hee,

Thila fellow met some Euys
that: sert of gotf along with
him. He had.a let to BAY-—
wag sort ol &8 rehel--=didn't
g along with the ecrowd. 3o
Ghey Tormed up dnto a band
ef - mén and ‘had a real  din-
group for abdut three vears,
He waz gquite a character-gol
g lot el publieity, always
was in the limelight--=most
of the people were crazy a-
bout Eim..kindae' nice to mix
with a hero.

Then &11 @f & sudden =
tremendous change took place
Man, ©he same people that
thought he was the greatest
guy wanted to Iyneh the guy.
What happened?... Just when
fie hneeded help...Jjust when
bhe thought he eould count on
his "group"--they all begt
it--said they didn't even
know the fellow--talk about
loneliness, disccuragement,

CAMP HASKINS HOR

more than a guy can take----

really alene in the worid,in

from H1s sne "solltary
world was

and hope.

loneliness
to-glve-up"

the battal
ated 6 mile=

oveérlookin
Wentworth

s+ Censtruction
rd Olass G.A.

FMinnesotsa
by the arm and push
way. Wentworth coul
derstand at
meant when

started yelliy

P e

ETNAM APRTL 1GA0

Chaplaln Piel fords n "Viet
Cong infeated piver" at camp
Le Jeune, North Caralinsa.

sctually came baek to 11fe.
S0, when you get right down
to Lt, He's capable of meet-
lng every need of everyone
who 1s cencerned enough, and
fed-up enough with thinga as
they are, to sesk Him out.

Even the
Sandbags Were Wired

rted normal

two footorints £hat Adpard
fad left as ddentifying marks

the previous afternaon had
been wiped clean. Someone had
been 2t the bhunker during the
night and whils smoothing cut
Ais own trall had done the
=m2 to the identifyineg maris
The minesweepling team wes
zalled in to Investlgate. One
af the men lowered himsel?f
into the doorway on his sto-
maeh and sure enough right in
the entrance was a booby trap
Further investigation fzund
two more well placsed mines.
Even the sandbags had been
completely wired.

What could have been = dls-
aster turned inte only a 1it-
Ele extra work for the seatur-
ity team. They had to ‘bufld
themselves a new bunker faor
the-old one was left 1n rulns
by the blaste from the mines
as they were dellberately =zet
off,

8
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Receive Awarps From PREvious
DEPLOYMENT

In the flrst -Awards Cere-
mony glnoe arriving 1=
country, MOB=53 personnel
were awarded thres Navy A-
chlavament Medals, one
Vietnamepe Croes of Gallan-
try and one MACV CQertlif-
feate of Achlevement. These
awards were pregented for
previousg accompliashments
while serving with MCBE-53
o the Battaldon's Tirst
deapleoyment 4in DaNang East,

Yietnam, Commander N1l law
presented the awarda to the
Men.

Awarded the Navy Achleve-
ment Medals weres Lt Pster P
Madden from New York, New
York "lor outatanding =

ghilevement in the superior ' o L,
performance of hils dutles LT Peter P. Madden (right) s congratulated by
rom 20 (JH“UEPY 15:” te > COR R.X. ¥Miller after belng presssnted the Navy A-
August 1968 as  Company chievement Medal durlng an awards ceremony ab Camp
Commander of Charlie Com- Hasking MNorth.

pany. .. Ghilsf Conmtruct-
lon Electriclan Joseph J.

ferminaro from Carbonville, wards Ceremony was a Certi-  gaged in operatlona agalnst
Pennsylvanta Hpar sutatand- fleate of Ecﬂzend%tl;n EO enemy aggresaor forces 1In
ing schievement in the su- Ship Fitter ;Uﬁf%d Class I. the waters HﬂhtiEHfuﬁ LQ
perlor performance of his L. Osborne from North Kings- the h?;t}}u‘ ?oaﬁt}_nﬁ of
duties from 20 January 1968 town, Rhode 1;_3nﬂ{ ror a- ?u_n" Nerth and South Viet-
to 20 May 1968 as Brave ward  of the havy'Lnlt Com- nam."
Company leading Chief Petty mendation to the USS  New- . Ship's Serviceman Second
Officep..." and Chiel ¥eo- port Hews.  The meqbers o ﬁlaza Aarey Eie Roblnscn
man Paul D. Haslerud from the US3 Newport ﬁewﬂ rie— from  Arnald, Pennaylvanla,
teterson, Minnesota, g e ceived the award Tor ex— ﬁeceivfd his ns?cond1 Good
cutetanding schisvement in ceptionally meritorious Conduet Award” in re;ogqi—
the superior performance of service from 2 Cctober 1967 flon of ‘Falthful, zealoua,“
1668 whils en- end ocbedlent Naval service.

hig dutles from 29 December to 26 &pril
1967 to 2P0 July 1968 == 4d- :
mintatrative Chief...."

The Vistnamess Cross of
Gallantry was awsrded To

Utilitiesman Sscond Class
F.P, Pappas from Tewksbury,
Mzszachussetts "rop his

couyrage and performance of
duty while assigned to the
Ammi = Bridge ProjJect at Nam
Hoa

Constructicon Electrician
Thisrd ©lads Frederlek Har-
rla Trom Norfolk, Virginis
was presented the MATY Cer-
tificate of fehievement
"for his professional com-
petenae and devetion 1to
duty in suppert of the Re-
publiec f Vietnam's strug-

gle against oppression n® F*Ghief Yeoman Paul Haslerud (right) salubtea CDRE
PRI i A s Miller after receiving the Navy Achievement Medal
during the battallon's first awards ceremorny.

Also pregented at the A-
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When the  war ends and the
Amarican troops  pull out,
Jouth ¥Vietnam w111 need ex—
perienced construction men to
rebulld thelr war-tern coun-
try. They have started theip
own  Vietnamese eonstruction
baettalions but are lacking 1n
gxperlenced men toc  Ancrosso
the gkilla of thege Vietnam-
esge Jeghees.

At L) bime seven ARVN En-
glnears dare taking or=the=1oh

Tran Dues The (left) is assisted by EC2 J.E. Hardigres Eralnlng at MCE-53'3 Camp
from Bethlehem, Oeorgia, 4n the cperation of one . fiasklng  North. Six  of the
3's bulldozers., man. are equlpment operaflors

and one 1z & constructlon

mechanie. Thelr rates vary
from E=1 ta B<f.

The EQ's gre Legrning to
operate cranes, graders 3 HO=
Zers, front-end loasdeps and
MRS scrapers. They are work-
Ing alongside equlpment op-

=t

S S P ~ .
B T e, x T e

EO3 Gordon Owen (left) from Williston, Vermont, dinsipucts ' ¢
Targ X2 on the operation of = grader. T P

=l Bl

ARVN Engineers stayir
\Btanding, left to right’
Zhanh, Tran Due The, Nguy
Hng, left to right) Fhe
Pham D1,




