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MCB 53 Alumni Association 

 
President 

Tom Shannon 

40496 Cnty. Rd. 249  

Cohasset, Mn. 55721 

(218) 999-7692 

 pshannon@paulbunyan.net  
 

Vice President  

Joe Bilak 

96 Bay Lake Drive 
Ormond Beach, Fl. 32174 

(386) 586-1128 

JBilak@cfl.rr.com  
 

Secretary/Publicity  

Roney Steele 

5712 Keystone St. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19135 

(215) 535-5010 
 

Treasurer  

Ralph Storti 

800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa. 19090 

(215) 657-3202 

mcb53aa@verizon.net 
 

Historian 

Brian Copeland  

635 Oak Bridge Trail 

Alpharetta, Ga. 30022 

(404) 824-4453 

fbreactor@comcast.net 
  

Chaplin  

  Mitch Dunbar 

  (757) 588-5753 

 

 

web site: www.mcb53.com 

    Officers/Directors  2015 

 
By-Laws  

Gary Wells 

(570) 779-2338 

GWElectric@aol.com  

 
 

Contact  

Karl Schilling 

(515) 256-3866 
 

K.Schilling@mchsi.com  

 

 
 

Life Membership   

Michael Craparo 

(914) 202-7643 

MJChief@optonline.net  

 
 

Master at Arms/Merchandise  

Paul Smiley  

(& Ed Madson) 

(508) 295-2511 

 

 

smileyappraisal@verizon.net  

 
 

Service Officer  

John Scheer 

(913) 682-0422 

ljscheerfamily@gmail.com  
 

Beeline Publisher “Bernie”  
 

 

My latest hot 

girlfriend keeps 

saying I act like I 

own her, but hey, 

that’s how ebay 
works. 

 Housekeeping 

Mcb53aa@verizon.net and 
gregory_bernard@sbcglobal.
net  
In order to help keep our 
data base accurate Ralph 
has asked that updated 
contact info (including an 
accurate email address) of 
the below names be 
forwarded to himself. Please 
also send me the info. So if 
you know someone elses 
email, which is on the list, 
send it in.  
 
Bob Lemons, Bruce F. 
Owens, Callis E. Bridgers 
III, Christine Huftill, Dennis 
Meixsell, Donald Hicks, 
Dana Littlefield, David 
Gallop, Dale Berg, 
Dominick Moauro, Donald 
Strandell, Edward Florian, 
Elaine Furtado, Frank 
Niswander, Gale Pinkston, 
Gary Elken, Gerald Groon, 
George Kern, Glenn 
Ruffner, Gordon Tyler, H. 
Clement Jurgeleit,  James 
Huff, Jim Donohue, James 
K. Leasher, Joseph B. 
Green Jr., James W. 
Buehler, James Barber, 
James Pszenny, J. Dale 
Willard, Jackie Ray 
Guillory, James Schmidt, 
Jim McVicar, John 
McCurdy, John A. Haynie, 
John R. Gibson, Jeff 
Musberger, John 

Heinstadt, Jerry D. Loughridge, 
James Moody Sr., Karen Mayer, 
Kenneth Vogel, Ken Bernier, Kenneth 
O’Keefe, Lawrence Haller, Lyle F. 
Starke, Lyle Forsythe, Mary Weidner, 
Michael S. Earnest, Mike Fennama, 
Nancy Brooks, Nathan LaBorde, Pat 
Putman, Patrick L. Waite, Paul R. 
Risell, Phillip Cote, Rafe Ellison, 
Richard Gray II, Richie Feminella, 
Rick Barringer, Robert Graziano, 
Robert Drake, Robert Meyer, Robert 
F. Bardecki, Ronald P. Bieri, Samuel 
Milius, Sigmund J. Horvath, Steven 
Gerard, Steven Palmer, Steve 
Wilson, Terry Drobny, Thomas H. 
Brodie, Thomas M. Smith, Walter 
Kropf, William T. Garside, William 
High, William Bauman, William 
Schuster, Willard Cheirrett 
 
We can provide short term 10CFR50 and 

ISO 9001-2000 Quality Program 

Development, Technical Writing, 

Auditing, and Consulting Services. 

ASQ Member – RAB Certified 

Call Today for a Free Quote 

Ralph J Storti, President 

(215) 657-0837 
Stortiqci@verizon.net  

 

Plantation Realty Services 
Joe Bilak – Florida Realtor 

Home: (386) 586-1128 Cell: (386) 295-0174 

jbilak@PlantationRealtyServices.com 

Oscar and Sons Body Shop 
1646 N.Earl Rudder Frwy. 

Bryan, Texas  77803 
 

(979) 778-6736 

 

mailto:pshannon@paulbunyan.net
mailto:JBilak@cfl.rr.com
mailto:mcb53aa@verizon.net
mailto:elcope1@aol.com
http://www.mcb53.com/
mailto:GWElectric@aol.com
mailto:K.Schilling@mchsi.com
mailto:MJChief@optonline.net
mailto:smileyappraisal@verizon.net
mailto:ljscheerfamily@gmail.com
mailto:Mcb53aa@verizon.net
mailto:gregory_bernard@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gregory_bernard@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Stortiqci@verizon.net
mailto:jbilak@PlantationRealtyServices.com


 

John R. Curtis VIETNAM 

Elmer G. Thuringer VIETNAM 

James W. Caraway VIETNAM 

Brian J. Copeland VIETNAM 

Bradford A. Elg VIETNAM 

James W. Soles VIETNAM 

John R. Gibson VIETNAM 

Robert P. Hamm VIETNAM 

William T. Maurer VIETNAM 

Terry D. Flood VIETNAM 

Terrance L. Baker VIETNAM 

Reynold A. Sefton, Jr. VIETNAM 

Jeffery A. Jasukonis VIETNAM 

Whitney C. Blauvelt VIETNAM 

Robert R. Teague VIETNAM 

Kenneth J. Vogel VIETNAM 

Thomas J. Welch VIETNAM 

William E. Manley VIETNAM 

Eric V. Dost VIETNAM 

Richard A. Oppelt VIETNAM 

Fred J. Carlson VIETNAM 

W. Patrick Trevas VIETNAM 

Michael E. Krug VIETNAM 

Frederick Greb, Jr. VIETNAM 

Stanley A. Walker VIETNAM 

Michael D. Westberg VIETNAM 

Robert J. Boulet VIETNAM 

Robert A. Graziano VIETNAM 

 

 

 

 

Gilbert S. Harrington VIETNAM 

Keith Harley VIETNAM 

Edward J. Gaillard VIETNAM 

H. Mike Light VIETNAM 

Leonard W. Pettitt, Jr. VIETNAM 

Phillip D. Bottenfield VIETNAM 

Keith J. Kusch VIETNAM 

W. Glen Martin VIETNAM 

John J. Koza VIETNAM 

Bruce R. Tremmel VIETNAM 

Dale M. Berg VIETNAM 

Stephen C. Wilson VIETNAM 

Gary L. Eberle VIETNAM 

David L. White VIETNAM 

Michael Y. Sandborn VIETNAM 

Clarence E. Harris, Jr. VIETNAM 

Paul A. Sprayburry VIETNAM 

Francis P. Pappas VIETNAM 

Roney J. Steele VIETNAM 

Donald E. Butler VIETNAM 

Ralph J. Storti VIETNAM 

John A. Haynie VIETNAM 

Nelson L. Stants VIETNAM 

Neil L. Jensen VIETNAM 

Orin D. Nelon VIETNAM 

Barry L. Wren VIETNAM 

Thomas N. Earp, Jr. WW II 

Robert E. Barnhart VIETNAM 

William E. Johnson VIETNAM 

 

 

UPCOMING REUNIONS 

We are a bit less then one year out from our next reunion. Tom and Pat 

Shannon are lining things up in Duluth Minnesota.  At this time we are 

looking at our reunion taking place in July 2016. Headquarters will 

probably be at the Holiday Inn and Suites. www.hiduluth.com  

 

As things firm up information will be available by newsletter, our web 

page, or by contacting Tom and Pat (pshannon@paulbunyan.net  218-

999-7692). 

Irons in the Fire 

A year or two after the Duluth reunion a cruise out of Port Canaveral, 

Florida is in the offing. That reunion is being shepparded by Joe Bilak. 

Looking even further out a reunion in the San Diego area is under active 

investigation. 

These items and more will be discussed and considered at our Duluth 

buisness meeting. Keep the faith and enjoy the good life. 

 

Thomas N. Earp, Jr. (1923-2015) recently passed away after residing in Pa. 

Thomas was a member of WW II MCB 53 and was often reassigned and 

integrated with Marine units. He left behind an interview with the 

National Museum of the Pacific War. I will be including that interview on 

our Potpourri page. 

http://www.hiduluth.com/
mailto:pshannon@paulbunyan.net


Hilton John Arcement, age 88 passed away May 11, 

2015. Mr. Arcement was a native of Gretna, LA.  He was 

preceded in death by his loving wife Gail B. Lorio 

Arcement, and his brothers, Johnny Arcement 

(Rosemary), and Alton Arcement (Rose). He is survived 

by his daughter Barbara Arcement. Arcement was 

a World War II veteran who served with the 37th Special Naval Construction 

Battalion and the 20th Naval Construction Battalion as a Seabee Machinist 

Mate 3rd Class. He also served in the 53rd Naval Construction Battalion that 

that did much of the construction in Operation Crossroads at the Bikini 

Atolls in the Marshall Islands. He is also a veteran of the Korean War during 

which he served aboard the USS Gloucester (PF-22). Arcement worked on 

tug boats and worked as an auto mechanic at Pasatina's and then at Himel's 

Auto repair, he also worked for the Jefferson Parish Streets Department as a 

bridge tender and maintenance man on the Lapalco Bridge from 1976 until 

his retirement in 1989. - See more at: Hilton John Arcement's Obituary on 

The New Orleans Advocate   

Philip DeValera Egan 93, of Valhalla, N.Y. died on Dec. 23, 2014. He was 

born on Jan. 3, 1921 in Bronx, N.Y. Phil proudly served in the U.S. Navy with 

the Sea Bee's NCB 53rd Battalion during WWII. He worked as a systems 

manager for New York Telephone Co. in White Plains, N.Y. Phil was a past 

president of the Valhalla Lions Club and the Highclere Lane Association, a 

member of the Valhalla American Legion; he was a 

member of the Mt. Pleasant Zoning Board and the Holy 

Name Society. In 1976 he lead the Valhalla bicentennial 

and was a member of the pioneer club of N.Y. Telephone 

Co. Phil was one of the bingo boys and was involved with 

the pancake breakfasts at Holy Name of Jesus Church. He 

was also an usher and a commentator. Phil was predeceased by his devoted 

wife Virginia Egan in 2011. He is survived by his loving son Philip Daniel 

(Margaret) Egan of Gainesville, GA., his loving daughter Christina (David 

Rudolph) Egan of Pound Ridge, NY. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/lohud/obituary.aspx?pid=173598117#st

hash.ar45Tu6O.dpuf 

Edward J. (Fast Eddie) 

Madson, born in Queens, 

New York on Jul. 2, 1946, 

resided in the Town of 

Newburgh, NY, entered 

into rest on Jun. 1, 2015. 

Fast Eddie made every 

reunion except when he 

was in the hospital. When 

he was in the hospital he 

was usually so ill that he 

would receive the Last 

Rights. To my knowledge 

he reĐeiǀed theŵ four tiŵes. I alǁays told hiŵ it ǁas ďeĐause it ǁouldŶ’t 
stick. He loved Emily and as he said only got a few years off for bad 

behavior. At reunions, the host room was always readily available 

compliments of Fast Eddie, who always managed to get a key. Do you get 

the picture, he was colorful. The only thing he loved after his Emily and his 

son were the boys of MCB53. He even hosted the Niagara Falls reunion 

despite being in diminished health.  A volunteer detachment consisting of: 

Skip and Gail O'keefe, Don and Chyrl Butler, Ralph and Linda Storti, and 

Cindy Adams and Paul Smiley deployed to the memorial service for Eddie in 

Newburgh, New York on June 27, 2015. Skip, Gail, Cindy and Smiley 

purchased a bronze Seabee grave marker which was placed at the grave site 

with an American flag. 

Why did all the women 

love him, he would reply 

"ďeĐause I'ŵ ĐharŵiŶg͟ 
adding ͞ŵy road to 
heaven is paved, plowed, 

with a speed pass to go 

right through the gate.͟ 

Rest Easy Brother. 

 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=174845670&affiliateID=3467
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/korean-war/?personid=174845670&affiliateID=3467
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/theneworleansadvocate/obituary.aspx?n=hilton-john-arcement&pid=174845670&fhid=17440#sthash.IXrrtphm.dpuf
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/theneworleansadvocate/obituary.aspx?n=hilton-john-arcement&pid=174845670&fhid=17440#sthash.IXrrtphm.dpuf
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/navy/?personid=173598117&affiliateID=2418
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=173598117&affiliateID=2418
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/lohud/obituary.aspx?pid=173598117#sthash.ar45Tu6O.dpuf
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/lohud/obituary.aspx?pid=173598117#sthash.ar45Tu6O.dpuf


 
 
LIFE MEMBER 
-AGE       55    56    57    58    59    60    61    62    63    64    65    66    67   68  69  70  71  72  73  etc.                        GOOD TIMES 
-DUES $ 200  195  185  175  170  160  150  145  135  125  115  110  100  90  80  70  70  70  70  etc.                         SMALL FEE 
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              2015 MCB 53 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES INVOICE 

                            

     Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
    Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
    City: __________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________ 
      
       (email) :                      

                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

Ralph Storti, Treasurer 
800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa.  19090-2430 
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    City: __________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________ 
      
       (email) :                      

                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____ 
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

Ralph Storti, Treasurer 
800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa.  19090-2430 
 


