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LIFE MEMBER 
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-DUES $ 200  195  185  175  170  160  150  145  135  125  115  110  100  90  80  70  70  70  70  etc.                         SMALL FEE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              2008 MCB 53 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DUES INVOICE
                            
     Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
    Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
    City: __________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________ 
                                
                                                                                                 Dues amount enclosed: _____________ 
     Circle Tour:   1942-1945          1968           1969               $15/annual or use Life Member Chart 
                                
Circle Company:   A  B  C  D  E   F  G  H  S   Team 5301 
 
Signature: __________________________ Phone: (____) ______________ Birth Date: ___/____/____
 
Make check payable to: MCB-53 Alumni Association and mail with this form to: 

Ralph Storti, Treasurer 
800 Bartram Road 

Willow Grove, Pa.  19090-2430



MCB 53 Alumni Association 
 
President  
Donald Butler 
57 Pleasant Drive 
Berwick, ME 03901 
(207) 698-1803 
D2Butler@aol.com 
 
Vice President  
Roger Johnson 
17425  24th Ave. N/W 
Arlington, Wa. 98223 
(360) 652-8025 
 rogerjohnson54@aol.com 
 

Secretary/Publicity  
Roney Steele 
5712 Keystone St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19135 
(215) 535-5010 
 
Treasurer  
Ralph Storti 
800 Bartram Road 
Willow Grove, Pa. 19090 
(215) 657-3202 
mcb53aa@verizon.net 
 
Beeline Publisher  
Gregory Bernard 
“Bernie” 
 
Beeline Editor/ Chaplain  
Ed Madson 
442 Strawridge Road 
Wallkill, NY 12589 
(845) 895-3538 
miafs@yahoo.com 

Officers/Directors  2007-2008 
 

By-Laws 
Gary Wells 

(570) 779-2338 
GWElectric@aol.com 

 
Contact 

Karl Schilling 
(515) 256-3866 

K.Schilling@mchsi.com 
 
 

Historian 
Brian Copeland 
(404) 229-5909 

elcope1@aol.com 
 
 

Life Membership 
Michael Craparo 
(914) 375-0254 

MJChief@optonline.net 
 

Master at Arms/Merchandise 
Paul Smiley 

(& Ed Madson) 
(508) 295-2511 

smileyappraisal@verizon.net 
 
 

Service Officer 
John Scheer 

(913) 682-0422 
LAJMScheer@yahoo.com 

  
 

January Alumni Birthdays 
LCDR R.H. Knauf, Ret'd. VIET Era 
Nathan P. Laborde VIET Era 
Lawrence C Haller WW II Era 
Robert J. Dupalo VIET Era 
Dennis R. Kiebach VIET Era 
Donald C. Jentsch VIET Era 
Paul L. Wertz, Sr. VIET Era 
Ross E. Likens VIET Era 
George J. Furtado VIET Era 
William Shehab VIET Era 
George F. Malo VIET Era 
Thomas J. Van Eynde VIET Era 
Randall L. Schneider VIET Era 
Robert W. Kilber VIET Era 
Ronald P. Bieri VIET Era 
Richard A. Reda VIET Era 
Charles C. Iliff, III VIET Era 
David C. Hanos VIET Era 
Gary D. Hutcheison VIET Era 
Manley M. South, Jr. VIET Era 
David N. Mc Cord VIET Era 
Fred L. Allen VIET Era 
Theodore B Glover VIET Era 
Jerry D. Loughridge VIET Era 
Donald D. Hicks VIET Era 
Jeffrey M. Musburger VIET Era 
Frank J. Lavin, Jr. VIET Era 
Thomas M. Smith VIET Era 
William T. Frost, II VIET Era 
Dale W. Musolf VIET Era 
Robert D. Simpson VIET Era 
Charles W. Guenzel VIET Era 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Alumni Birthdays 
John M. Scheer VIET Era 
Robert W. Conley, Sr. VIET Era 
Louis S. Langford VIET Era 
Arthur D. Mc Collum VIET Era 
Terry L. Drobny VIET Era 
Thomas L. Dutton VIET Era 
Alfred F. Garrison, Jr. VIET Era 
Edward E. Fitzgerald VIET Era 
Gary W. Burch VIET Era 
Willard J. Cheirrett VIET Era 
Jack H. Baldwin WW II era 
John D. Mc Curdy WW II era 
John D. Behan VIET Era 
Dana L. Littlefield VIET Era 
John P. Haller WW II era 

 
March Alumni Birthdays 

James V. Bartlett, Jr. VIET Era 
Richard E. Jackson VIET Era 
James P. Casino VIET Era 
William L. Bradley VIET Era 
Michael M. Micklos, Jr. VIET Era 
Leslie E. Green VIET Era 
Arlan J. Marks VIET Era 
Raymond P Mc Collum VIET Era 
Gordon F. Ballard VIET Era 
Lane L. Plauche, Sr. VIET Era 
Callis E. Bridgers, III VIET Era 
Longin J. Dziczkowski WW II era 
Charles M. Jorgenson VIET Era 
Fred S. Kuznia VIET Era 
Donald J. Strandell VIET Era 
Robert E. LaCasse VIET Era 
John C. Corwin VIET Era 
Jesse W. Willett WW II era 
 



Amber Alert 

 
This Cat has Nine Lives 

Well, now that I have received the last rites for the 4th time, it's time to get on with 
the living! For those who aren't aware of it, I was seriously ill for three months (tic 
bite, leading to coma, given 48 hours to live, etc. etc.) but only the good die young. 
Now Emily and I are SERIOUSLY looking forward to Hawaii!! We have already 
booked our hotel and are searching out airline reservations! Don Butler has done a 
great job of setting the reunion up and says that the responses are flowing in. Look 
out Honolulu!! Remember to get your dues in to Ralph in a timely fashion. I want to 
thank all our members who sent me get well wishes while I was ill. Paul Smiley and 
Ralph Storti, Skip and Gail O'Keefe, Mitch Dunbar, Greg Bernard and all the others 
who share the bond of being MCB53 Alumni (Glory Days). I wish everyone great 
holidays and a spectacular 2008!                        Ed the ED 

******** 
UPDATED - Our web site has been updated, check it out - UPDATED 

http://www.angelfire.com/pa/mcb53aa/index.html  

 
Aloha fellow Seabees, 
    It is with extreme pleasure that we would like to announce the site of the 
2008 reunion. It will be held at the Hale Koa hotel in Honolulu Hawaii. It is a 
military hotel in the center of Waikiki. The dates are from the 22nd to the 26th 
of October 2008. For those interested in arriving sooner and staying longer 
the hotel has set aside a block of rooms from the 20th to the 27th of October. 
Anyone wishing in arriving sooner or staying later then these dates the rooms 
will be subject to the availability of the hotel. The hotel is for Qualified people 
and their Family members only. Any question as to whether you qualify, 
either check the website ( www.halekoa.com ) or call them directly.  The 
number is 1-800-367-6027( this is also the number to call for reservations). 
Their office hours are from 8 AM to 4 PM Hawaiian standard time. Please 
remember, when you are making your reservations that you mention that you 
are from MCB 53 Alumni Association. That way they will be able to 
keep track of our allotted rooms. There will also be forms provided that if you 
wish to you can either mail them or fax them to the hotel. My feeling is that it 
is better to call them directly. That way there won't be any confusion. Please 
don't make any reservation on the Hale Koa website because there isn't any 
way to put on there that you are from MCB 53. If anyone wants a brochure of 
the Hale Koa please email me at d2butler@aol.com and I would be happy 
to send you a copy. 
    For those who don't qualify for the Hale Koa there will be three other 
hotels available. These are The Ilikai Marina Hotel, The Aqua Palms, and the 
Double Tree Hotel. They are all on Ala Moana Blvd. They are all within easy 
walking distance to the Hale Koa. Chyrl and I just spent a week each at the 
Ilikai and the Aqua Palms and they are both very good. I think the Ilikai is a 
little bit better of a hotel than the Palms but the Palms offers a free 
continental breakfast from 7:30 - 9:30 AM. Again for these hotels Please 
make all reservations by calling the Hale Koa Hotel directly (1-800-367-6027) 
and be sure to mention that you are from MCB 53 Alumni Association. That 
way they will be able to give us military rates and keep track of the members 
that are attending the reunion. Again, Please don't make your reservations 
on the Hale Koa website because there isn't any way to put that you are from 
MCB 53. Because Hawaii is such a popular year round destination, I urge 
you to make your reservations early.  Also Time Share exchanges are 
sometimes extremely difficult to get in Hawaii. 

http://www.angelfire.com/pa/mcb53aa/index.html
http://www.halekoa.com/
mailto:d2butler@aol.com


    If anyone is interested we will be having a small submarine ride available on 
the Atlantis (The sub is the one that the National Geographic Society uses) on 
the afternoon of the 21st. The boat that takes you to the sub is at the pier next 
to the Hale Koa so it isn't too far to walk from the hotels. We will be providing 
more info about tours and events that will be going on during the reunion after 
the first of the year. 
    As far as airfare to and from Honolulu, one of our members, Bob Graziano, 
has a cousin who owns a travel agency in New York. She is willing to help us 
try to get group rates for the people who will be flying out of New York. She is 
also willing to help us with bookings from anywhere else in the country.  Please 
give her the opportunity to see what she can do for us. Her name is Becky and 
her company is called ALL ABOARD TRAVEL and her number is 1-800-531-
4488.  As in the hotels, Please when you are talking to Becky let her know that 
you are from MCB 53 Alumni Association.
    There are several modes of transportation to and from the airport in 
Honolulu if you choose not to rent a car.  There is the taxi which will run you $ 
25-30. There are also Tahiti Trans @ 808-455-7300, Hawaii Super Transit @ 
808-841-2928, and Roberts Hawaii @ 808-539-9400. While on Oahu you really 
don't need a car because the tours we will be providing will be taking us all 
around the island and the busses run all the time and only cost $2.00 to go 
around the island. There are also free shuttles going to Hilo Hattie's clothing 
and gift store. 
  
    Because of the distance and popularity of the reunion site we will need 
numbers earlier than usual for the tours once the information is on the web site. 
Please keep this in mind. 
  
    You will notice on the request form from the Hale Koa that the request 
due date is August 20, 2008.  However, I feel that you need to do the 
requests as soon as possible because the rooms may go quickly for all 
the hotels and there may not be enough availability at the military rates 
for everyone attending the reunion. 
  
See you in Hawaii, 
Don Butler 
2008 reunion chairman 
 

40th Anniversary 
    2008 will be the 40th 
anniversary of our first tour in 
Vietnam.  If you ever thought 
about going to Hawaii now 
might be your perfect 
opportunity to go and enjoy 
the warmth of the sun and the 
company of your fellow 
Seabees.  MCB 53 Alumni 
Association will be holding our 
2008 reunion in Honolulu 
Hawaii from October 22nd 
until the 26th. It will be held at 
the Hale Koa hotel in Waikiki 
which is a military hotel. For 
those who aren't eligible to 
stay at the military hotel 
there will be three other hotels 
in the vicinity that we will be 
able to use and still get the 
military rates. For further 
information please go to the 
web site: 
www.angelfire.com/pa/mcb53
aa/ 
     
      Come share with us the 
memories both sad and happy 
of this time of our lives.  What 
better place to do this than in 
beautiful Hawaii ! 
  
Mahalo and hope to see 
everyone in Hawaii. 
Don Butler 
2008 reunion chairman 
 

Memoriam 
Lloyd Gary Millhorn – Former 
UT2 of B Company passed 
away May 2, 2006.  He had 
battled cancer over 5 years. 
 
Tony Feola - Lived in Staten 
Island NY.  Four months after 
retiring (2002) from the NYC 

We can provide short term 10CFR50 and 
ISO 9001-2000 Quality Program 
Development, Technical Writing, 

Auditing, and Consulting Services. 
ASQ Member – RAB Certified 
Call Today for a Free Quote 
Ralph J Storti, President 

(215) 657-0837 
Stortiqci@verizon.net  

Harrison P. Barton 
            Hale Engineering & Surveying  

242 N. 8th St. 
                         dba                      P.O. Box 3306 

El Centro, Ca. 92244 
(760) 352-2716 

COMMUNITY ACCEPTANCE 
“Together(we)building a better association” 

Will attend reunions in all 50 states 
Ed Madson   Have Absolut-Will Travel 

 (845) 220-8808   
 

Plantation Realty Services 
Joe Bilak – Florida Realtor 

Home: (386) 586-1128 Cell: (386) 295-0174 
jbilak@PlantationRealtyServices.com 

Oscar and Sons Body Shop 
1646 N.Earl Rudder Frwy. 

Bryan, Texas  77803 
 

(979) 778-6736 
                                           Off:  (419) 625-3061 

                     STATE FARM                       Res: (419) 621-1810 
                      INSURANCE COMPANIES 
                      HOME OFFICE  BLOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 

GARY ONTKO 
710 W Monroe Street             Agent 
Sandusky, Ohio  4487 
Fax: (419) 625-3641 

TESCO 

 
Environmental Protection Agency he was 
diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
stage 4. Stem cell transplants gave him two 
more good years.  In 2006 he started feeling 
very bad again. He was admitted to the 
hospital Jan 2007 and never came home. 
Expired Feb 2007. 



 
GROUP RESERVATION REQUEST FORM 

                MCB 53 HAWAII REUNION 
                    OCTOBER 20 – 27, 2008 

Please fill out the following and mail/fax to: Hale Koa Hotel, 2055 Kalia Rd., Honolulu, HI  96815, 
FAX-1- 800-425 3329 (from CONUS) or Email:Reservations@halekoa.com.  Requests due: August 20, 2008
Requests received after the due date will be based on availability.          
 
Last Name: _______________________________ First Name: _______________________________ 
 
Rank: _________  PAY GRADE:  _______________  Branch of Service: _______________________ 
 
Retired:___ 100% DAV ID:____Widow_____ 
(Note: Valid military ID required for check-in) 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY: ________________________ STATE:___________ ZIP CODE: _____________ 
 
BUS AREA CODE/PH: ____________________ HOME AREA CODE/PH: ______________________ 
 
CELL AREA CODE/PH:  __________________ E-MAIL:  ____________________________________ 
 
ARRIVAL: _____________DEPARTURE: ____________#of ADULTS: ____CHILD AGES: __________ 
 
Name of Spouse or guest sharing room: ________________________________________________________ 
 TYPE OF ROOM: PARTIAL OCEAN VIEW 
*Rates:  
 E1-E5 –Single/Double Occupancy: $102 
 E6-E9, O1-O3, Widows, WO1-WO3-100%DAV-Single/Double Occupancy: $122 
O4-O10, CW4-CW5-Single/Double Occupancy: $133 
*RATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE OCTOBER 1, 2008 
Additional Person 12 yrs & above: $15 per person.  Maximum 4 persons in a room sharing two beds. 
 Rollaways or cots are not allowed. 
If second room is required for immediate family*  
Provide Name:________________________________Relationship:____________________ 
*Immediate Family: Parents, Siblings, In-Laws, Non-Dependent children, Grandparents, Grandchildren 
EARLY DEPARTURE FEE: After check-in, if departure date changes, a one night’s room rate will be incurred. 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Reservations must be cancelled 30 days prior to arrival date to avoid a late  
cancel charge of one night’s room rate. 
A one night’s deposit via check or credit card will be required to guarantee reservations.  Credit card will be  
charged a one night’s room rate. 
Credit Card Number: _______________________________________Expiration Date: _____________ 
 
Cardholder Name :____________________________( Guest must be residing in the hotel) 
Confirmation of reservations outside the block dates will be based on room availability.  If requesting  
other than a Partial Ocean View, please indicate your preference:_______________________and  
will be based on availability. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT BOOK ON-LINE TO AVOID DUPLICATION OF RESERVATIONS. 



 
 

RESERVATION REQUEST FOR: Non-Eligible Members 
MCB 53 HAWAII REUNION-OCTOBER 20-27, 2008 

 
If you are interested in one of the following referral hotel, please provide 
information required and indicate your choice of hotel & mail to: Hale Koa Hotel, 
2055 Kalia Rd., Honolulu, HI 96815 or Fax to: 1-800 425-3329 (from Conus Only) 
OR EMAIL TO:Reservations@halekoa.com 
(Reservations will be confirmed based on availability)-Tax: 11.962% 

            1. AQUA PALMS-1850 Ala Moana Blvd., Honolulu, HI  96815  
Studio Moderate – Single/Double: $129 + tax 
Studio Superior – Single/Double: $149 + tax 
Studio Deluxe – Single/Double: $169 + tax 
Maximum: 3 Persons-Addtl Person:$18 yrs & above-$25 w/existing bedding-Rollaway -$25.  
2. THE ILIKAI – 1777 Ala Moana Blvd., Honolulu, HI  96815 
City View – Single/Double: $149 + tax 
City View w/kitchen – Single/Double: $169 + tax 
Ocean Lagoon – Single/Double: $179 + tax 
Ocean Lagoon w/kitchen – Single/Double: $189 + tax 
Max: 4 Persons – Addtl Person: $65– w/existing bedding-Rollaway required: $30 
3. DOUBLETREE ALANA – 1956 Ala Moana Blvd., Honolulu, HI 96815 
 City Mountain – Single/Double - $140 + tax 
Ocean View – Single/Double - $150 + tax 
Addtl Person: 18 yrs or older- $40 + tax 
Maximum: 3 adults/1 child under 18 yrs.  4 Adults are not allowed. 
Cancellation & Date Change Policy: 72 hours prior to arrival or a one night’s room & tax 
will be incurred. Reservations must be booked through us in order to qualify for the 
special rate indicated.   Credit card required to guarantee reservation. Hotels are located 
in the Waikiki area within walking distance to the Hale Koa Hotel.  
Please provide the following information to process your request; 
1.Full Name:____________________________________________ 
 
2.No. of Adults:_________ 
 
3.Mailing Address:_______________________________________ 
 
4.Area Code & Telephone No.______________________________ 
 
5.Arrival & Departure Date:________________________________ 
 
6.Email address:_________________________________________  
 
7.Credit card number, expiration date & name of cardholder: 
______________________________________________________ 
Choice of Hotel:_________________________________________ 
 




