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By ALBIN E. JOHMNSOM

FFICLALLY ihey'te Enevwn a8 the U, 5,

Navy Construction Battallons Popu-
larly they're called the Seabess, o play oo
alphabetices. Among themselves, and by the
regular Navy and the Marines who ave
seen Them in oction on the beachheads and
bagey of the seven seas ami in Alnska nnd
Greminnd, they nre the Cnn De's—<the boyg

lstersive troining in landin
wave of isvading troops.

who chn Oo, and do do ﬁh}'ihiﬁg’. They aTo
to the Navy whol combat engineers are to
the Army. Thelr motto {8 Conatrinimice Bae-
fuiming (Weo Bulld and We Fight), and
they are ane of (he secrel weapons of this
WL,

Ben Moreell ( Hear Admdreal Moresll, o be
Tormealy, chief of the Navy's Buresu aof
¥ards and Docks, goes alfl osut for his Bea.
bees, Taken from the enoks of civilian econ-

cperafiont condilions Seobees for golag ashore o engineers with our fiesd
¢ bomb bursts iémulets ectual eonditions b axercises on the Easl Goost
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struction workers and techoicians, they
mow have reaches] the formbdable total of
about 206,000 and are still being recruited,
Moreell recalls what they did al one spot in
the Bouth Seas, where they were sent after
Pear]l Harbor.

“A supply road was needed there,'” he re-
counts. “Ten Seabees with two Diesel bull-
doers were available for the job. The
problem was to constrsct a 10-mile road
over a 1580kfool moumtain ridge, through
virgin jungie 8o tangled that o man could
mol penelrate IL Ths Geabess split loto two
gangs, worked 12-hour shifts, and for thres
days and three nights they kept the two
tulldozers going constantly oxcept for five-
minule stops belween shifs to refoel Hav-
ing no spare paris, they improvised repairs.
In 72 hours the first jeep weot over the road
Lo the new bass,™

Improvisation is the walchword of the
Beabee, and ingenuity I8 inherent in his
character. There len't a PI'EI'."E of I'I]I.tihh-ﬂrjl'
he can't fix. Moreell tells of the radio con-
idenser that went baywire at a remote base.
The nearsst new prris were 1,000 miles ey,
Beabes Fhillips, chief petty officer and for-
mer carpenter, collected tin foll from ciga-
retbe packs around the camp, some waxed
paper from a frultcaks which s sallor had
recaélved [rom home, and & RAatlnon. He
rolled out alternating layers of tin foil and
wixed paper, stoffed them into m discarded
hear tin, and mads o condenser that worloed.

“If 8 Seabes doesn't know the moseer,™
says Moreell, “he makes up oo

The war had nol been under way loog
when & crew of 40 Seabees were troosported
to Liberia by Clipper to do n rush job, In
mix weeks they built 13 Hghters, and impro-
vised barges which they made out of pon-
tons equipped with cranes. They were oo the
job peven days o weelk, from the crack of
dawn untl]l dusk, in steaming tropics whare
the thermomeler climbed to 140 degrees in
the sun. And they finished the job on time,

The Britiah had been trying for
three monihs to aesemiyle 8 crane;
the Senbees took over and had the
operation ready in o mooth, They
dll“ one crane ol of the weeds
where it had lain for nine months
British sailors had discarded an
old bopt becauss it wouldn't rum;
with a screwdriver and P-B.LI' of
pliers, Seahees Look the engine
apart, cleaned it insialled o hand-
mnde condenser, got two cylinders working,
and made the boat serve until their eguip-
ment arrived. Defective spark plugs, low-
grade gnsoline, and warlous other kinds of
griel diin't prevent the Seabees from having
the landing barges ready when freighters
and cargoes began bo nrrive,

L]

Beabes constroction odysseys are also be-
ing written om the barren tundras of Alnshks
and in the rocky Aleotians, There Beabecs
aghared foxholes and dugouts with the mol-
diers and saflors at Atta; they bailt bar-
racks at Dutch Harbor whenm Jeapeoese
bombs were falling and the willlsraws—the
terrific windstorme of that region--ripped
apart the Quonset huts as fast as thoy
were bolied togather. A willlwaw carried one
SBeaber 30 feet through the air. Another Beis
ben brole that record with a d0-fook fight,
and got & fractured leg. Divers worked in w-
ter 108 feet deep and so cold that the oxygen
hoses froze, One Seabee diver corried hlack
and blue marks for thres weeks as a result
of too clofe acqualitance with an octopus.

It wne in the Bolomons Cthat the Seabess
mnile history. Four hundred snd ffXy of
them with 250 cases of beer landed on Gua-
dnleannl and went in with the combat troops.
‘Their ages ranged from 17 to B years; in
the outfit wers veterans of the first Waorld
Whar, college students, athletes, and artisans
Gide by side with the Marines they fought
off the Japaness snipers batween working
shifls, and somelimes spent the entire day
bunting the enemy in the jungle. One sharp-
shooting Seabes got fve Inps in n pingle dagy.

When equipment falled to arrive, they
made e bist of what they had. On Island
X they erecled a sawmill at the fungle's edge
in order to boild n mahognny bridge thet
will probably stand for years io come as o
permanent memorial of Seabes Ingenuity.
Ancther Bridge, confecting Hendersonh amnd
Carney fBebds, i built on mahogany logs,
snme of them two feet o dinmeter, driven 17
feet into the grounmd, The decking la hlood-
red planking, B0 feet wide, and can carry
two-way trofflc, The natural color of the
mehogany k8 blended with the bicod spiiled
by tough Seabess who woulin't taks cover
when thers was a job to do.

The Navy oesded a seaplane ramp badlt,
It was partly m sea-bottom job and there
was no diving equipement on hand
That didn"t stop the Beabees. Cut
of gas masks and ald inner tubes
they manufactured & diving appa-
rafin good enodgh o snable men
o work for bours onder wrber
plncing concrete slabs on  the
ocgan floor. O the same joh,
jagged comml chewred op the thres
on the earth-moving machipery,
6o the Heaboes mixed palm-tres
anwdust with cement, flled the tires with 11
and kept the scrapers moving untll the
ramp Wik finished,

For filve weeks one Beabes crew went
without bread ontil boldng ovens arrived:
then they tanought the patives o few things
about cooking aund the Marines about trad-
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Mud and jengls il 4o hald the Mawy's
Conitnaction ticlion Here Secbess
dump rack fram a beoch to horden the
soft Mew Guines sedl for rood bullding
s others In the sulfl srecl shaliars

ing. A bottie of Seabes beer brought
#5, or & good samurai eword, In
British Bamon the natives now do a
Beabes vernion of the Horiem jitter-
bug dance. Ome Inquisitive Seabes,
o ox-Barine with an eye to oul-
ture, cultivated the natives and une-
earthed an originnl Robert Lowls
Blevenson manuscript in & house
ln which the famous suthor onece
fwed, He added to Stevensonians
the fale of a firepluce where Ste-
vensen, oo chill days, swept out
the dying embers and sat upon the
bot rocks o cook up some of his
storiaes,

HRomance also blassomad fofr soms
Beabees o Pugo Pago, but they soon learnesd
ithat you can’t beat the game even in the
Houth Pacific. The native damsels liked the
Beabees even better than they liked the sall-
ors and marines. Marrlage was just a Gnan-
cial transaction, however, untll the parting
of the ways Then it cosl more—a down pay-
ment and & monthly allowanes. And, to add
imsult to imjury, lecal costom permitied the
girl to marry agoin aod again, drawiog
“componsation” and “allowances” from sev-
aral husbands, althoigh the ex-hisbanils
were forced to remain “ouot of eirculation™
for the dorstion of thalr stay,

When the Cusdilcanal gang found that
they couldn’t build so airfield on o certain
spot, they transferred their equipment 18
miles overnight and bullt Cormoey Field. At
one advance base where Marines were string-
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Improvisation and Ingenuity go hand in band whersver tha
Seabeas toka held, ex 1k fin feef la the South Pocific
shaws, B i mods of parially Ratened gassling drums

ing barbed wire along the beaches o fore-
winll Jap landing altempts, an enthusiastio
Seabee, inient gpon making the job easier
for the Maripes, shoved cocoRut tres
stumps iato the sea. He ventursd owk too
far with his bulldozer nnd sank into the
guicksand. The Marines sugpgested that the
bulldozer be writien off ns o compiele loss.
"Hell, no!"* snid s Benbee aofficer, “that ol
coet Tocle Sam §15000.° From 11 p.m. um=
til daylight, while the tide was cut, sweating
and swearing Seabees labored untll they O-
nally salvaged the machime.

o wanble equipment s ever scrapped by
the Seabees. Om our far-Aung battle lines,
space parts are too scarce for anyithing to
e wasted. Japaoese dive bombers ham-
mered hell out of o steam shovel on Island
X; the cab was (Comtinued on page 108}
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The Seabees Can Do It

FCoa ipung from pagqe 571

smashed, the controls shol away. To Anyone
but & Seabee it wos oot worth scrap iron. A
repair shop o the Stetes would have asked
Lafa wedks Lo do Lhe job, yet the Seabees had
thie ahovel rebullt and opernting in two dajys.
G-E".HI‘.'IE' the most out of equipment is n
Benbee hobby, On one spot near & Jap e
alr hase, the Seabess bullt pn airfield in rec.
ord time. Corrying surfacing six miles o
the runwavs, the dump trucks averaged 50
miles per day. Spark plugs were clepned
with blewilorches; Aair COMPrEAEOFrS WEDE
kept running 23 hours per day, and steam
shovels, draglines, and caterpillars worked
arouid the clock. The runvway, 6000 feat
long, built across the ixland with a 16-foot
eut through & granite ledge, was finkshed in
28 daym. Ack-ack kKept the Japanese dive
bombers mway until the job was done.
Whien Beabesa werse sent to Trinidad their

| equipment had to be shipped five times, on

necount of submarines, before it fnally ar-
rived. Private contractors were sbymied;
they maid it would take T7 days to finish &

| job. The Beabeess waded in, used thelr own

meterinl, and hed the barracks amd other
buildings up in 27 daya, In addition, they
completed ofther unfinighed joba amd, for
good mensure, built themsslves a completa
theater with stnge seitings, scenery, and
“Earl Carroll” fittings. In another area,
when refrigeration units failed to arrive,
they improvised two Quonsel huls inta cools
ara and saved a huge shipment of fresh meat

| from spailing.

Prior to America’s ealrance iGle Lhe War,
navel bazes nnd other outpost defenses wil
over the world were being built, onder the
PL‘E']H:I"EI.IL'IEEE and lend-lease programs, by
civilinn conblractors and techniclans, Amnd
construction gangs composed of American
skilled mechanics, eleciriclans, carpenters,
welders, plumbers, pointers, masons, and
Eﬂg’il]!ﬁ'!rﬂ-. AB clvilians, however, thea work-
ers wers ofien hard o control, and affer
Pearl Harbor military nuthorities orgonnized
thern into & new enlisted arm of Uncle
Bam's defense forces.

Credit for the formation of these Con-
struction Batlalions, which are commanded
by officers of the Navy Civil Engineer Corpa,
goes 1o Fear Admiral BMoreell, The first
regiment wus aulhorized in December, 1841,
In & three-week tratning schedule the re-
crikits abaorbad aa much military Enowledge
ng could be crammed into them betwesn
B pm and 530 pm, by Marine top ser-
Eeants and Navy hosung’ mates and quarter-

(Cortinwed on page 2007
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Illlhl gan be no greater joy for ouar
hghting men than the poctured scemes of the

things he iz fghring For feam the cindles
af the dendpg eabile, | ghbted to Apeed hes retarn,
o all che familisr memorses of the comnery
ke calls Bome, Sead him Picures
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The Seabees Can Do It
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masters. When the grind was over, they
coubd handie all types of weapona from hand
grenades to machine puns. Their job was
to build=—nnd baving built, to be able to de-

| fend, They were rendy for anything—sal-
| vaging ships or Milding airfteids, séa ramps,

docks, camps, jungle truils, and bridges,
often dolng it under fire and always 'ﬂ-ﬂl'll]g'
it in a hell of & hurry.

The Scabees represent 60 different skilled
trades. The poorest-paid Beabes gets §54
manthly for home service, and $64.80 over-
seng, A petty officer gets §126 monthly st
keme and 3161 abroad. Fity percent of the
recruily are proving physically acceptable,
and traiming st the 20,000,000 Camp Endi-
eoll, i Rhode Island, does the resl.

Today the scrappy yellow-nod-bloe Sea-
bee smblem—a hoe with a spitting machine
gun, a wredch, and a bhamimer ¢lutehed in
its feet—is found wherever soldiers, soilors
and Marines are fighting. When the combat
trocps return home, Seabees will still b2 on
the jobh, malvaging, building, and repairing
the ravages of war, Whare today they are
'|:llI|.'|l.|:i|:|g' ta win the war, tomoreow they wrill
be building fo win the peace.

Letters About Auto Ailments
Win Readers Cash Prizes

ALMOST every comcelvable mute ailment
from gremins in the genarator to mice on
the motor was represented among the scores
of entries submitied by readers in our recent
contest on unigue car trouides. Many of the
letters revenled a skill at deductive trouble-
sheoting worthy of Gus Wilson at bis
keenesi. Here is (he list of the winners and
their awards;

FIRST FRIZE, &5
Clawde W, LoeRue, Chicago, Illinois

BECOND FRIZE, $256
Clifford Younger, Glendale, California
Third to seventl prizes, 310 apiece: Carl Wilday

Cromn Point, Ind ; Norman Laeher, Van Nuys
Calif.; Lester Standley, MNichods, Conne; Otto

| Cruenberger. Mileaukee, ¥Wis.o and Thomns A

Faalkeer, 51 Paris. Ohlo. Elghth to severteenth
privea, B apierse: D G, Lintan, Torenio, Cas,
Lheut, William W, Mivin, Camp Davis W, C -
Hortom Hicks, Opheim, Mont. : Eugens G Glick.
Akron, fhiko: Frank J. Meineg, Chippewa Falls.
Wis ! Hickard 5. Beanion, MWinmcapolis, Slinsm,
Henry Clark, Jataslean, M, T.: J. W, Grosdidier,
Ban Diego. Calif.; Lynn ©. Watson. Birmingham,
Aln ; and Raymond A, Klemmer, Twisp, Waakh.
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